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PREFACE TO THE 1st EDITION 


"The activity of the Italian submarines in the Mediterranean, in the course of the 2nd 
World War, was a very intense one, even if it turns out not to have been correspondents 
to the effort and the completed sacrifices". With this phrase, lean in its precision and its 
historical objectivity, the present volume is begun precision and objectivity that pervade 
all the exposition, from before the finish line. 

For the compilation of the present volume the author, CAP Vasc. Marcello 
Bertini, has consulted thousands and thousands of official documents, controlling given 
and to reached information to national sources and allies, so as to introduce a complete 
and faithful picture of that it happened in the Mediterranean during the time period that 
goes from June 1940 to September 1943 a picture outlined in clear and comprehensible 
way in spite of the difficulties introduced from the variety and the diversity of the 
activities and the actions that compose it. 

But this clarity, objectivity and precision constitute only framework of a long and 
dramatic vicissitude of war that must be interpreted and be estimated with acquaintance 
and human understanding, beyond that technical and historical, to here and above the 
figures that in a barren schematize reassumes the long hard stages of a way that the 
submariners of the Mediterranean succeeded to cover until to the end, in virtue of their 
ability to sacrifice and of the determination to complete just it must at all costs, without 
being discouraged by the increasing number of losses them from growing increasingly 
difficult to wrest any small success. 
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The war of the submarines in the Mediterranean was hard, wearing away in the physicist 
and the spirit; conduct in a rendered sea too much small the most driven in net of the effective 
and experimented defended antisubmarine which the enemy had; a sea in which the short 
distances of maneuvers did not allow with great beam, the surprise, the concentrations, but nearly 
always imposed attended wearing away in narrow zones, sifted without rests from the 
antisubmarine units; a sea in which the rare booty they proceeded protect from the escort screen 
nearly impenetrable. 

With the same objectivity with which he introduces the reader the budget of the losses 
and the successes, The author exposes serenely, but without hiding anything, the technical 
deficiencies that influenced on the rendering of the units, and the continuous tried to adapt the 
criteria of employment to the situation of the theater of operations. 

It is necessary to observe that if also the criteria of employment not always timely adapts 
to you and the inevitable psychological weight of the lack of successes and the gravity of the 
losses had their negative influence on the activity of the Submarines, is above all from charging 
itself to some characteristics of the torpedo that influenced negatively on the precision of the 
launch, the fact that only a modest percentage of the attacks, often lead with ability and courage, 
was crowned with success. Here where these deficiencies could not have weight, like in the 
transports of materials, or the difficult missions of transport of means of assault or the passage of 
the strait of Gibraltar, it turns out obtained were shining. 

And rightfully moreover to recognize that, if the difficulties that had to face the 
submariners at sea were enormous, nearly brutal, also the task of who programmed, it planned 
and it constructed the units and of who it had to plan some and to direct some employment was 
terribly arduous. Leaving from an inadequate experience, in an arc of too much short time for a 
effective appraisal and maturation of the obtained experiences, was constructed more than a 
hundred than submersible it assigns to you to face, in a difficult and tremendously changing 
theater of operations, the more powerful and efficient Navy of the world. 

Bases had to be organized, to form thousands of submariners, to face unexpected 
situations, sometimes unnatural, always in inferiority conditions. Every effort was made and 
probably, when a deeper examination will be possible of 
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complex of carried out activities, will be concluded that it turns out, dates the premises, 
was better than how much it could be waited for. 

And indispensable to have very clear in mind these concepts before being about 
itself to read to this dense volume of figures and data, luminosity, you specify and 
documents to you if it is wanted to be interpreted and to be understood, beyond that 
knowing, the history of the activity of the Submarines in the Mediterranean. 

That not only for a right acknowledgment to all those people, lost or survivors, 
than it fought but also for one every complete vision in its written aspect of this hard one 
understood it from the Italian Navy. 


December 1967 
DIRECTOR OF THE HISTORICAL OFFICE M.M. 
Rear admiral ALBERTO DONATO 


PREFACE To the 2nd EDITION 
In occasion of this second edition has been possible to bring to the text some 
clarification that do not figure in the first edition, 


Rome 
January 1972. 
Director of the Historical Office M.M. 
Vice admiral Carlo Paladini 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


Page 4 
blank 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


Page 5 


PREMISED 

The activity of the Italian submarines in the Mediterranean, in the course of the 
2nd World War, was very intense even if it the resulting achievements have not been 
correspondents to the effort and the sacrifices given. It is obviously connected the activity 
carried out by the adversary along the main line of communications Gibraltar-Malta- 
Alexandria, for the refueling of the bases and the forces in the fight, and to the great 
operations which disembarks in Africa and Sicily. The activity, also being be continuous, 
has recorded stung of greater intensity in coincidence of the great "passages" that 
adversary was forced to carry out and that in the greater part of the cases they have given 
origin to the complex airplane-naval battles. 

In its lines it generates them, the activity of the submarines in the Mediterranean 
can therefore be subdivided: 

a) missions with offensive-exploratory task along the routes of traffic or in front 
of opposing ports; 

b) missions to lay obstructions of mines; 

c) special missions for transport means of assault and incursion; 

d) material missions for transport of particular war interest, mostly in the theater 
of Northern Africa ; 

e) mostly carried out missions of antisubmarine protecting ambush in 
metropolitan waters. 

To these particular types of mission it will be made explicit signal in the course of 
the treatment. Instead it will not be made signal, for obvious 
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for reasons of brevity, navigations for transfer of the boats between national ports, it was mostly 
carried out for the execution of works, unless than in the course of such transfers events of 
particular interest have taken place. 

Dealing finally of the activity of the submarines in The Mediterranean has been considered 
only the submarines that have carried out any operating activity in this basin and that of the other 
part they are a great majority. 

Of the comprehensive total of 165 boats, those comprised of new construction (43) entered 
in to service after the beginning of war and the boats of war booty, of which 7 French and 2 
Yugoslavia, than in the course of the 2nd World War have made part of the Italian under water 
forces, 136 units they are those that have effectively operated in the Mediterranean. In fact, of 
eight submersible presents in Red Sea at the beginning of the hostilities, four they have operated 
exclusively in that basin where they went lost (Smg Macallé - Torricelli - Galilei - Galvani, see 
vol. X "the operations in Africa Orientale"). Of the four survivors who, in the imminence of the 
fall of Massaua, was moved to the Atlantic base of Bordeaux, only two (Smg Perla and 
Guglielmotti) they are subsequently passed to operate in The Mediterranean while the others two 
(Smg Ferraris and Archimedes) they have acts only in Atlantic like the Smg Calvi -Finzi - Da 
Vinci - Torelli - Baracca - Malaspina making part of the group of boats transferred from the 
Mediterranean to Bordeaux for operations in the Oceans (see volume XII" Submarines in the 
Oceans"). Sixteen boats, finally, do not have acts were of new construction and lost in phase of 
preliminary training (Smg Sparide - Nautilo - Murena - Romolo - Remo - CB I] - CB 12), as well 
as in work for restoration efficiency, (former French Smg FR//2 - FRI13 - FR114 - FR115 - 
FR116 - FR117), as well as much too antiquated (Smg X 2 and X 3). 

Of the above cited 136 units, 23 have carried out activity in The Mediterranean as well as 
the Atlantic: Smg Argon - Bagnolini - Barbarigo - Bianchi - Brin - Cagni - Cappellini - Glauco - 
Dandolo - Emo -Fada Di Bruno - Giuliani - Marcello - Marconi - Mocenigo - Morosini - Nani - 
Otaria - Perla - Tarantini - Tazzoli - Veniero - Velella; 6 units: Smg CB 1 - CB2-CB3-CB4- 
CB 5 - CB 6, have carried out activity in the Mediterranean as well as in Black Sea where they 
were transported between April and May 1942 (see vol. XI "Activity 
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of Navy in the Black Sea and on the Lake Ladoga"); 107 units have only carried out 
activity in the Mediterranean. 

They have not been considers in the comprehensive total the 9 boats former 
Germans type "VII/C" given acronym S1 to S 9 that Germanic Navy had yielded towards 
the middle of 1943 to that Italian one, in as far as the action of the armistice the units 
found itself in Danzica, with Italian crews, in phase of preliminary training. These units 
they were subsequently recaptured by the Germans (see vol. XV "The Navy from 8-9- 
1943 to the end of the conflict "-2nd ed. 1971 - page 104). 


N. B. - the activity of our submarines in the Mediterranean will be examined, for 
necessity of exposure, month for month denoting to the end of every monthly analysis the 
comprehensive totals of missions carried out, of the submarines employed, of municipal 
attacks and all the ulterior dates that they will appear in the annual summary on the 
activity carried out. 

It is necessary however to keep in mind that the number of missions cited refer to 
the missions that they have had beginning in the month and it does not include therefore 
the missions that, having had beginning in the previous month, have been continued also 
in the month considered. Said missions, however, they are indicated on monthly maps of 
the activity with the sign letters in the outline of the ambushes carried out. 
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CHAPTER I 


COMMANDS - EMPLOYMENT CRITERIA - MATERIAL. 


1 - ORGANIZATION OF COMMAND TO 10-6-1940 - MARICOSOM - 
SUBMARINE COMMAND DIVISIONS. 


With ministerial disposition n. 10194 of 21 August 1935, were arranged 
temporary constitution of the Submarine Command with center in Rome in place of 
previous Inspectorate Submersible. 

This new organization of the underwater ship had been inspired to following main 
criteria: 

- to assure oneness of address in the training, in the ordering and the development 
of all the services of the Smg; 

- to reduce the hierarchical dependencies of the underwater ship as to render 
easier and prompt the dispatch of the useful ones; 

- to arrive at, with groupings of underwater ship more independent than in the 
past, a better employment of the staff and of material. 

The successive circular n. 27728 of 25 November 1938 established new norms for 
the organization of the Underwater Forces. The Submarine Command was continued to 
reside in Rome near the Ministry of Navy, but it depended on the General Staff similar to 
the other naval Commands, since the tasks and the attributions of the Command of the 
Submarines, to which it was a provost Official Admiral, was those of a Command of 
Naval Forces. From The Submarine Command was to all the units depend to completed 
preparation. Commander of the Submarines reported to the General Staff on every issue 
relating to the 
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practices and the war preparation; he introduced to preventive approval of the Chief of 
general staff the programs of practice, the blanket orders of operation, the directives and 
the norms of principle that meant to emanate, the programs for the jobs of the employee 
units. 

The relations between the Command of the Submarines, the High Commands, the 
isolate naval Commands and the coastal Commands were regulated in way analogous to 
those of the foretold Commands between them. Finally, the Commander of Submarines 
had the barracks inspecting functions on the services of the comprised Smg, the auxiliary 
ships and all the other combined units. 

The submarines were re-united in Groups commanded by one Captain or 
Commander, according to the numerical entity and qualitative of the units that composed 
them. The Artillery battalion commanders depended directly from the Command of the 
Submarines according to the dependency norms established for the naval Command 
complexes. The Commander of every Group was also Commander of the Submersible 
Station of the Headquarters of the Group. 

With the date of the 20 July 1939, the Command was elevated to the rank of 
Commander in chief of the Submersible Fleet (Maricosom). 

In the beginning of the conflict, after the constitution of the operating Supreme 
Command of Navy (Supermarina), Command to which was devolved the conduct of the 
naval war, Maricosom came to depend on this Command from which it received the 
directives for the emanation of principle norms for the employment of the submarines, 
and the demands for unit calls to concur to complex naval operations. 

Military service remaining the disciplinary-technical-administrative dependency 
of all the submarines of Maricosom, on this they did not depend the Smg operating 
assigns to the metropolitan coastal Commandos and colonial, to the Armed forces high 
command underwater forces in Atlantic and those assign to the naval Commands for 
temporary special operations. 

Moreover, in May 1940 the inner organization of Maricosom it was widened with 
the constitution of two new offices: situations and operations Office and orders Office 
reception of Supermarina and compilation of orders to the submarines. Parallel, 
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to the Supermarina, a liaison office was constituted with Maricosom. 

At the beginning of the conflict the 113 submarines constituent the Underwater 
Force of the directed dependencies of Maricosom, re-united in squadrons, were assign to 
the following groups: 


I Group Smg - La Spezia, 7 squadrons with 29 units; 
Il Group Smg - Naples, 2 squadrons with 9 units; 

Ill Group Smg - Messina, 7 squadrons with 27 units; 
IV Group Smg - Taranto, /0 squadrons with 40 units; 
VII Group Smg - Cagliari, 2 squadrons with 8 units. 


Of these, 8 Smg of the Group of Messina with 2 squadrons were located at Lero 
and formed the V Group Smg; 8 Smg of Group of Taranto, with 2 squadrons, was located 
at Tobruch and formed VI Group Smg; 8 Smg always of the Group of Taranto, were 
located at Brindisi; 8 Smg, of which 2 of the Group of La Spezia and 6 of the Group of 
Taranto, were located at Massaua where formed Smg flotilla AOI and finally 12 Smg, of 
Group of Messina, were located between Augusta and Trapani. 

Beyond above mentioned Smg, two units: Bianchi and Torelli, also already 
figuring entering to service. They were completing the preparation and the preliminary 
training period. 

Little after the beginning of the war, with the entrance in service of the Smg 
Malaspina and Baracca pertaining to the same class as the Bianchi, new Smg squadron 
were constituted that was assigned to the II Group Smg of Naples, and they were elevated 
to Group headquarters of independent bases of Tarapani, Brindisi, Augusta that they 
formed respective the VIII, [IX and X Smg Group. 

With the constitution, at the end of August 1940, of Atlantic operating base of 
Bordeaux - that on date 28 October1940 assumed denomination of Armed forces high 
command Italian Underwater Forces in Atlantic (F.S.I.A.) - and with the beginning of the 
Submersible operation of the School of Pola (October 1940), to which they were assigns 
some submarines, the ordering organic of the Italian underwater Forces was shaped on 12 
Groups Smg and 1 flotilla Smg AOI (the Submersible Commands of squadron were 
abolished on date 1 October 1940 and in par given units were 
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passages to the direct dependencies of respect Groups to which they had been assigned) and exactly: 


I Grupsom - La Spezia 

Il Grupsom - Naples 

Ill Grupsom - Messina 

IV Grupsom - Taranto 

V Grupsom - Lero 

VI Grupsom - Tobruck 

VII Grupsom - Cagliari 

VII Grupsom - Tarapani 

IX Grupsom - Brindisi 

X Grupsom - Augusta 

XI Grupsom - Betasom 

XII Smg Group School - Pola with one section tactics, instituted in March 1942 at 
Fume, for launch practices. 

Submersible Flotilla AOI. 


The number of the submarines assigns you each Group endured variations in the 
course of the conflict inconsequence of improvement of the employment criteria, gushed 
from the war experience, and of the contingent situations, or in relation to the unexpected 
losses and the entrance in service of Smg of new construction. 

At the beginning of 1942, as an example, the ordering of the Italian underwater 
Forces and the main tasks given to them, were: 

I Smg Group La Spezia - Submersible for the defense of the gulf of Genoa. 

II Group Smg Naples - Group of repair for the Smg it located in Sardinia and 
Sicily. 

If Group Smg Messina - Group of 5 having units equal characteristics (all with 
Shear motors) destined to operate in The central Mediterranean. 

IV Group Smg Taranto - prevailing Function of group of repair and secondary 
employment function of operating group as far as the minelayer unit. Assigned to this 
Group also 3 units new construction which were reserve for eventual reinforces to 
obstructions of Smg to south of Candia. 
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V Group Smg Lero -8 Smg of the same class assigns to operate in the eastern 
Mediterranean. 

VII Group Smg Cagliari -8 Smg of ready participation with characteristic 
following: 

- good attitude to the sea; 

- wide autonomy; 

- greater speed to that one of the other units in service. 

VI Smg Group Tarapani - integrating Group of Group of Cagliari with 2 having 
units the same characteristics demanded for the Smg of the Group of Cagliari. The other 
units allotted, to employ for ambushes on coasts of Tunisia, Algeria and in order to 
reinforce the obstructions of Smg in the channel of Sicily. 

IX Smg Group Brindisi - Group of repair for Group of Lero. 

X Group Smg Augusta -10 Smg of new construction. Operating group most 
important after the Group of Cagliari. 

XII Group Smg Pola -12 Smg assigned to the Submarine School. 

Also the entity and the location of the Groups endured variations in the course of 
the conflict in relation to the contingent situations. Therefore, already after the first 
months of conflict, it came abolished VI Group Smg Tobruch and the units survivors they 
were made to re-enter some to the metropolitan bases. In March 1941, with the departure 
from Massaua for Bordeaux of the submersible survivors of the AOI, it was abolished 
flotilla Submersible AOI. Likewise, in March 1943, the VII Group Submarines came 
moved from Cagliari to the Maddalena and 7th section Submarines, employed from the 
VII Submarine division Cagliari, constituted in the September 1942, were moved from 
the Maddalena to Cagliari and subsequently, 31 May 1943, to Aiaccio. 1 September 1943 
the II] Submarine division Messina was transferred to Genoa, while in August 1943 they 
had stopped to work the Command of the VIII Submarine division Tarapani and 
Commando X Submarine division Augusta. 
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A little before 8 September 1943, had been constituted at Bonifacio (Corsica) 
70th the section Submersible to the dependencies of the VII Grupson then of base at the 
Maddalena and the 2nd Submersible squadron " CB "of new construction (CB 7. CB 8, 
CB 9, CB 10, CB 11, CB 12) with headquarters at Crotone. 

As far as the functions disengaged from the Commands of Submarine division in 
war, they were several and complex. Among the more important we will cite: 

- informative task towards employed units and the Coastal commandos; 

- completion, in particular cases, of the orders telegraphic of mission it sent to 

them from Maricosom on the basis of blanket orders to them; 

- organization and control of the training, the jobs and of the tests of the employed 
submarines; 

- organization of the defense of the employed units in the center of the Command 

of Group, with particular with regard to the thinning of unit. 


2. - OPERATING DIRECTIVES And CRITERIA Of EMPLOYMENT At the 
BEGINNING Of the CONFLICT And THEIR SUCCESSIVE MODIFICATION. 


In the picture of the strategic directives that the Italians Forces Armed were calls 
to put in effect in the hypothesis of a conflict in the Mediterranean against the two greater 
powers, England and France, Navy - as it appeared from the emanated Naval Directives - 
left from presupposed that the opposing coalition would have taken advantage of its large 
one naval prevalence in order to take initiatives inspired to concepts aggressive. 
Therefore it had been inquired to the idea fundamental, for how much it regarded the 
Underwater Forces, "to wear away to maximum the adversary with wide employment of 
submarines and light unit and thin". Such criteria operative it agreed, of other part, with 
directives strategic it generates them that they previewed, next to one series of mostly 
"defensive" directives, one it specifies offensive directive with "lays a trap it with 
submarines in the Mediterranean". 
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Such directive is to the base of the blanket order of operation 8 ter, on date 25 
May 1940, for the employment of the submarines begins, that it previewed a beginning 
alignment in the Mediterranean of 58 Smg, from reducing to 26 after the first 3 days of 
war, and a alignment in Atlantic of 4 Smg. The positions of ambush of the alignment 
begin them were subdivided for zones; three for the Mediterranean, zone A, Band C, and 
one only for the Atlantic (Map n. 1). 

The operating purposes of the important number of submarines in ambush on 10 
June 1940 therefore were specified: 

"To decide in the Mediterranean in the first three days of war of a strongest 
alignment of underwater units to character mainly offensive and, subordinately, to 
character of contrast to it sets in action adversaries. Alignment based on the following 
criteria: to lay a trap in the greatest possible number of zones where movements of forces 
and traffic are previewed of the adversaries; possibility of maneuver of a part of the lines 
of ambush in relation to the information and the sights ". 

For how much one referred to the tasks of the units, the cited operations order 8 
ter previewed: 

- Lines of ambush: offensive task and secondarily exploratory; 

- Ambushes to the enemy bases: tasks mostly offensives against ships from war, 
excluded the torpedo boats and the smaller ship; secondarily against 
mercantile ships of remarkable importance. Such attacks they could be 
you execute yourself without warning even if had been given orders 
particular for the conduct of the war to the traffic. Finally, tasks informed 
to you on the opposing activity; 

- Ambushes defensives up Tyrrhenian: offensive task and secondarily exploratory; 

- Ambushes in Atlantic: exclusively offensive task; 

-It puts down mines: it rests of mines had to be carried out from Smg it assigns to 
you also to the ambush to the bases with the order of precedence and the 
modalities specified for every unit. 

Circa the modalities of the transfer of the submarines from the national ports to 

the zones of ambush, principle, in absence of 
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airplane-naval contrast, the transfer had to be carried out in surface by day by night but 
the crossing of particular zones in which was prescribed hidden navigation. Such zones 
were specified in the attached one n. 3 to the cited one operations order 8 ter (Map n. 1). 
In particular, they were considered zones of hidden navigation: wrap of 40 miles of 
amplitude from the coasts aliens; the From Liguria gulf and its immediate comprised 
accesses the waters of Corsica; the zone around the Baleari islands; the western zone of 
the zero degrees meridian; the channel of Sicily; the Aegean sea and wide zones of the 
eastern Mediterranean them around Cyprus. The indicated zones, however, were from 
considering themselves of wide principle. In the immediate vicinities of national coasts it 
could be carried out navigation on the surface even if zone prescribed for hidden 
navigation. On the routes of emergency, instead, navigation it had to be carried out on the 
surface. In the course of the conflict, however, because of armistice with France and 
occupation changed strategic situations (of Greece and of Crete), the zones of hidden 
navigation endured the modifications being itself reduced to 10 miles wrap prescribed 
along the coasts of the French territories and being opened to navigation in surface wide 
zones of the From Liguria gulf, of channel of Sicily and the Aegean. 

For how much it concerned the ambush modalities, directives in vigor to the 
beginning of the conflict previewed of principle: 

- by day: hydrophone ambush in integrated immersion from irregular explorations 
periscope. The frequency of the gone back ones was in dependency of several elements 
of which the Commander had to hold account in the appreciation of the situation (zone of 
ambush; surprise probability. possibility of surveillance airplane, naval and underwater 
from part of the enemy; degree of confidence assignable by the hydrophone listening also 
because of the variability of the capacities of the hydrophones employed by the 
hydrographical and meteorological conditions of the zone). To periscope height, the boats 
had to execute the prescribed listenings r.t. on wave long. These, to the beginning of the 
conflict, were previewed every 2 hours: during the first 10 minutes of equal hours for The 
Mediterranean western, of the uneven hours for the eastern Mediterranean (limit of two 
zones meridian 16 E); 
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- of night: ambush on the surface with task mostly offensive, leaving from 
presupposed that the remarkable substance possibility of employment of the submarine 
like nocturnal torpedo boats. However not they were excluded, even if the task was 
mostly offensive, irregular ambushes in immersion with I listen to hydrophone, in case 
the conditions were been such to advice against the ambush in surface which: conditions 
unfavorable of light, strong a.s. vigilance, adverse conditions of the sea etc... 

Based on the operating directives emanated to the beginning of the conflict, the 
Smg were located in ambush zones, isolated, in sections and in fixed obstructions near 
the enemy bases and in the choke points. The employment criterion was to consider the 
submersible a static unit more than a maneuverable unit and; more a diurnal underwater 
torpedo boat than of nocturnal surface torpedo boat. The experience of the first days of 
war was not positive. It was taken place that is that, although carried out impotent 
activity, the results obtained were not proportional. 

The meager results was moreover from the charging circumstances that, with the 
beginning of the conflict, every isolated mercantile traffic could be considered practically 
stopped in the Mediterranean and therefore a lot reduced the possibilities of action 
against of it. For against, the movements of Enemy Naval forces, generally you execute 
yourself to drawn near or far protection of the little and modest mercantile convoys, they 
were Catries out to you from formations organic solid and balanced, widely protect in 
antisubmarine function from aerial and naval means, formations that for their same 
characteristics they were in conditions for easy escape to lays a underwater trap or to 
contrast it with success. 

The serious losses sustained in this period are give to charge to the fact that, 
lacking to our submarines every objective in waters of the central Mediterranean, in 
which would have been possible ours effective airplane-naval contrast to the opposing 
initiatives, they were forced to search the enemy in the peripheral zones of the 
Mediterranean where the adversary was instead in a position to developing its methodical 
action of antisubmarine search and hunting without being annoyed. The situation 
introduced as well as more serious in how much the enemy had highly develops technical 
means to them and of search methods perfectly it studies to you and it puts into effect to 
you that exact localization concurred of submarines 
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and the concentration against it of all the possible forms of aerial and naval offense. 

The successes achieved, of other part, had demonstrated that these were more 
easy obtainable in the nocturnal hours when the dusk offered to the submarine a 
possibility of surprise and greater protection than that offer from immersion. 

It is necessary moreover to keep in mind that the war of submarines, species in a 
closed basin which the Mediterranean, could not be if being but coordinated with that one 
of the surface forces and areas and these last ones were absolutely insufficient. 


ok ok ok 


After the yields of the first days of war it was therefore necessary and urgent to 
look again at the norms and the employment criteria, beyond that of material which it 
will be dealt in the successive paragraph. For how much it regards the norms that was 
offered is that: 

a) in the zones in which the operations of the submarines could not be based 
and/or supported from an effective airplane-naval cooperation, the Smg had remain 
during the day submerged to listen by hydrophone to the depth of 30 - 40 meters, thought 
depth more opportune is for listening, is in order to avoid sights from part of airplane. 
They had to be carried out but irregular going back to periscope height for the control of 
the situation on the surface during which, if in coincidence of the timetables, they had to 
be disengage to listening to the r.t. previewed, listening that they came to space out 
mainly in time, that is every six hours rather than two hours like previously prescribed; 

b) in order to increase the effectiveness of the nocturnal action, the Smg had to 
maintain the ambush moving itself towards the most probable directions than origin of 
the opposing naval forces with arms at the ready bow and stern to the launch. 

In the second half of 1942, later on to the acquired experience, also these norms 
were again further see the scope to search greater success of that until then achieved. It 
was decided therefore that, in the gone back to periscope height during the diurnal 
ambushes - generally carried out on hydrophone discovery for the control of situation on 
the surface - 
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in case the discovery had not been confirmed from the sight of the periscope, the Smg had to 
come with fast maneuver on the surface for being able to explore from the bridge a greater 
horizon, using also particular shrewdness in order to avoid the sight and attack from part of 
aircraft. 

The submarine had to remain on the surface ready to carry out with the maximum 
rapidity the immersion to deep depth, in case of aerial sight. In the case that the exploration with 
the submarine on the surface had not carried to the sight previewed from the hydro phonic 
discovery, the submarine had to emerge totally, in lack obviously of aerial contrast, and to direct 
to the maximum speed in order to sight target, with the course calculated based on the hydro 
phonic surveys. Reaching the sight, it was left faculty to make a fast immersion in case the 
viewed situation concurred to attack, or to try to take advantage of the eventual advantage of 
speed and position in order to carry itself faster on the surface to the point indicated for the 
beginning of the attack, holding however present the necessity of to execute the maneuver 
without being sighted. If instead the submarine after an hour of motion in surface had not made 
some sight, it had to be submerged resuming to listen to the hydroponics in order to repeat the 
maneuver as soon as possible. In case of loss of hydro phonic contact, the submarine had to set 
course to re-enter into its zone in the eventuality that the movement in surface it had carried 
outside of it. It was moreover previewed that if during the listening on long-wave the submarine 
received reports of discovery of the enemy such they give to make to preview a possible 
encounter, it had to maneuver in consequence coming if necessary in surface in order to put in 
motion the thermal engines temporary and leaving the zone or the ambush line. If the submarine 
thought instead of to have been already uncovered or if in the zone they had been little sights first 
enemy airplane or light units, the approach maneuver it had to be begun in immersion in order to 
continue it then on the surface as soon as it had been thought exceeded the danger to be located. 
During this maneuver of approach, the submarine could to carry out short immersions for having 
from the useful hydrophones and important indications. For nocturnal ambushes it was previewed 
that the submarine maintained the principle of ambush on the surface and in motion, in order to 
be able to take advantage of its remarkable possibilities as a nocturnal torpedo boat. 
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It had in equal time to pass to ambush quickly in depth with care taken to listen to the 
hydrophones and for the time closely necessary in case it was found in the zone the presence of enemy 
aircraft. The submarine could also carry out, outside of these cases, short irregular immersions for listening 
to the hydrophones, for the duration of 30 minutes (time the maneuvers of immersion and emersion 
comprised) in said how much listening had to be thought an integration of the lookout-post service that 
increased the horizon of the nocturne exploratory of the submersible especially in the night illumine or with 
the moon not very high on the horizon. The listening to the hydrophones, moreover, it could lead to 
determine beyond that the presence of enemy forces, also their march direction, allowing with the 
submarine the timely movement in order to reach a more favorable position than launch on the surface. The 
scope but to assure the communications r.t. on short wave with the Command Centers, was established that 
the submarines had to be found on the surface during the first 15 minutes of the hour. 

Moreover, in order to hinder an eventual antisubmarine search and hunting, the submarine, in 
order to carry out night time load, it could go away from the point of diurnal ambush of 10-20 miles. 

They made exception to the above norms over ambushes in proximity of enemy bases particularly 
supervised from naval and airplane means. In these cases, the submarine did not have to never come to the 
rise to the surface in diurnal hours, but particular contained dispositions explicitly in the order of operation. 

To the scope, finally, to increase the probabilities of to hit in a resolute way, had been decided that 
against whichever target of advanced tonnage to that one of the torpedo boats always had to be launch one 
salvo with the maximum number of torpedo available; generally four. 


ok ok ok 


As far as the employment criteria, stated after the first months of war the insufficient convenience 
of the ambushes being isolated in small groups, in fixed zones or obstructions and of insufficient amplitude, 
it arrived the order to abolish the isolated ambush, 
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especially in the vicinity of enemy bases where, to nearly the total lack of aerial cooperation, 
added a elevated possibility of search and antisubmarine hunting from part of opposing aerial- 
naval forces. Resorted instead to mobile obstructions, holding ready in the bases one share of 
submarines available for a timely employment in case of sortie in force of enemy units. They was 
also studied and experienced cruises with offensive-exploratory task, understandings to cover far 
zones of sea and opposing coasts that it was not possible to subject to methodical surveillance 
from part of ours aerial reconnaissance and where turned out to still carry consistent traffic 
enemy. In the course of these cruises, the submarines, beyond patrolling the presumable routes of 
such traffic, halted for 24 hours in front of the ports and to the bases of the adversary. Also this 
new form of employment carried out between the end of 1940 and first of 1941, did not turn out 
to be satisfactory and was therefore abandoned and replaced by that of the employment of the 
submarines in mobile obstructions holding a reservoir of submarines ready to participate in the 
advanced bases. 

This is the criterion that had been adopted: 

a) to reduce to a minimum the number of ambushes in zone and the offensive cruises so 
as to maintain in efficiency, the bases, the greater number of units reducing in equal time to the 
enemy the favorable deriving possibilities give a systematic antisubmarine defense; 

b) to employ the submarines in "mass" (tactical planning substantially different from that 
"branches" adopted by the Germans in the oceans) concentrating them, that is, timely where were 
previewed the transit here of large convoys or important formations of opposing units of war, 
with the possibility to choose between the underwater units, based on theirs characteristics, that 
more adapted to the specific mission. 

The scope, moreover, to hinder the location of the points of ambush of the submarines 
from part of the enemy, the obstructions they could, during the nocturnal hours, be moved 
conveniently holding account above all of the information on the enemy traffic in possession of 
the Command Centers. During such movements, it is to be executed a search to rake. The 
movement order came given at sunset with appropriate signal containing 
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the route, the speed and the distance to complete. If the speed was not specified, it had to be 
assumed the speed of 6 knots and if the distance it was not specified the submarines had to 
continue in the route of movement until to an hour before rising of the sun. At the end of the 
distance ordered, or in the point reached an hour before rising of the sun, the submarines had to 
assume ambush in immersion remaining until new orders or until the term of the mission, in case 
there had not arrived in meantime an ulterior order of movement. Obviously, in the cases of 
maneuver of diurnal approach in surface on signal of discovery or on hydrophobic discovery, as 
in the cases of the nocturnal search to rake, the boats were forced to go away from the originally 
zone assigned and to journey eventually through zones assigned to others submarines. Therefore, 
in the operations orders for the submarines operating in group, it was compulsorily prescribed not 
to act against underwater units in a sure zone of sea or for all or part of the mission. 

During and after the allied disembarkation in Northern Africa, the submarines were also 
employed in isolated missions to execute offensive recognitions in the main sorgitori of the 
disembarkation zones (Algeria, Bougie, Philippeville and Bona) in as much as, these just being 
occupied, it was presumed they had still not sufficiently organized defense. 

In course of 1942 the application of these concepts, even if did not concur to reduce the 
losses in absolute value considerably, allowed however much more numerous successes that for 
the past, one of importance and one of appropriateness is that is widely testified from the battle of 
mid August 1942. 

At the beginning of 1943 but was being already feasible check, at our damage, the 
importance that it was gradually assuming wide employment, from part of enemy, that of radar 
not only on the surface units and the airplane but also and especially around to the ports and along 
the coasts. To the advantages offers from such technical equipment they joined those deriving 
from more and more uncontested aerial dominion. 

Therefore, while the competent technical organs they came interested to the urgent 
arrangement on the submarines of the "Marmotta" equipment, for the interception of the struck 
(beaten) radio-telemetry carried out by aircraft, with the importance of length of the wave, 
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the tactical planning of employment adapting itself to the new situation. Assessed 
therefore that nocturnal offensive recognitions did not carry more to successes, and that 
RADAR from ground and aircraft of the escort, canceling the surprise, it gave way to the 
adversary to elude the action of the submarines or with timely diversion or with 
repression of our underwater units, it adopted the system to maintain the submarines, also 
when it moves in forecast of the transit of large convoys, at a distance of 50-60 miles 
from coast. The approach to the presumed route of transit of the enemy came carried out 
during the diurnal hours in immersion to a deep depth in way to still realize the surprise, 
indispensable factor for the attainment of success. 

During the beginning phase of the Anglo-American disembarkation in Sicily was 
adopted a new criterion of employment of concentration of the boats assigning they 
limited and neighboring zones of ambush. That in as much as was given to presume that 
the opposing defensive measures would still not have been organized and that RADAR 
would have turned out extremely difficult for the presence, in the zone of operation of the 
submarines, of most numerous naval units of the many varying tonnages. 

Subsequently, and that is in the imminence of the armistice, the action of the 
submarines was oriented more and more towards the diurnal attack, being turned out the 
extremely difficult nocturnal action and very rarely capacity a the end. 


3. - THE MATERIALS AND THEIR EVOLUTION IN THE COURSE OF CONFLICT. 


The 113 submarines that, as we have seen, that constituted the Italian underwater 
Force at the beginning of the conflict, also representing a imposing quantitative entity, 
relatively at least to the counter opposing forces in the Mediterranean, were in short an 
complex heterogeneous unit constituted from classes of submarines that each one had its 
own particular conditioned war efficiency from the age of the material from the 
progressive improvements in the constructive criteria of the several classes. In part the 5 
units class the 2 "H" and "X" class whose construction went back to the time of the Ist 
World War and therefore employable only in ambush missions protecting in vicinity of 
coasts 
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and national ports, many Smg units had by now exceeded the ten years of life like the 4 "Balilla" 
class, the 4 "Mameli" class, the 4 "Pisani" class, the 4 "Bandiera" and Fieramosca classes. 

Of remaining 89 units, moreover, very 35 were construction going back to the 1930-1935 
period and therefore of considerably reduced war efficiency. Only 54 units were therefore to 
think at least completely efficient from point of view of the material. Equally it cannot be said 
from the point of view of the performances reported to the atmosphere in which they had to 
operate. 

It was therefore unavoidable that the employment of these units it involved, as war 
experience came to be acquired, the necessity of numerous it extends works of modification that 
aggravated the already precarious situation of the yards and the arsenals engages in the periodic 
turns of work for maintenance or repair. 

The maintenance jobs were of three types: jobs of small maintenance, to be carried out 
every six months of activity, the duration of 15 days; of normal maintenance, to be carried out 
after an activity year and of the duration of 40 days; and finally of great maintenance, to be 
carried out every 4 years and of the variable duration from 3 to 5 months. The forecasts, however, 
approximately the beginning and the duration of several the types of jobs, they were difficultly 
respected is for contingent necessities, is for joining of new not previewed jobs and, in particular, 
just for the realization of those indicated modifications over. 

The original constructive disadvantages, that from the first missions appalesarono, 
aggravated from the perfection reached by the equipment for the search and "antisubmarine" 
hunting of the enemy and from the experience from this acquired in the previous ten months of 
fight against the Germanic submarines in the oceans, they had quickly put in evidence what were 
the main deficiencies of our submarines. 

The concept was asserted, after the end of the war 1915-18, that the prevailing 
employment of the underwater units was diurnal in immersion, the studies for new constructions 
had been exclusively address in such sense. And then that the discovery of the submarine in 
ambush with periscope to height could easy have happened in case it was emerged some 
superstructure, it had turned out some the necessity to arrange periscopes of the maximum length 
in way that the Smg could hold the periscope ambush to the greater possible height in order to 
avoid in particular the effect 
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of the whirlpool on surface with agitated sea. The necessity to adopt much longer 
periscopes had involved the employment of high column of support in order to avoid 
excessive vibrations during the attack with consequent difficulties of observation. 

For navigation in surface they had been previewed large turrets and falsetorri 
much, in part covered, in order to offer good shelter to the staff of the bridge guard and 
which they had been arranged the logistic and hygienic services of surface. The complex, 
therefore, column of periscope-turret support, visible also at night was introduced very 
dark. The prevailing concept moreover of the diurnal action in immersion, it had lead to 
giving secondary importance to the rapidity of immersion that for several the types of 
submarines in service to the beginning of the conflict varied from 120 to 60 seconds, and 
the noisiness of the submarine, beginning from the principle that the enemy ships in 
navigation could not feel the submarines hydrophone in ambush. Therefore all the 
machinery that normally must be held in function in immersion, beyond the lines of axes 
(linee d'assi) and the propellers, they turned out sources of peaceable noises by the 
surface unit. Especially during the order maneuvers, the operation of the pumps turned 
out noisy. Further conspicuous noisiness source was provoked from the horizontal 
stabilizer "Rovetto", arranged on all the units, that it allowed a permanence automatic in 
depth with the machine firm until the maximum depth of 40 meters being the case used 
after the maneuver of the resistant equipment until to such depth. However, beyond the 
above pointed out deficiencies, some others were to emerged referring is to the 
antiaircraft armament that to the armament torpedo boat for which it can be said that, as a 
result of the first experience of war, ours Mediterranean submarines turned out: excessive 
visible at night; much too slow in immersion in relation to the necessities of the ambush 
and nocturnal action; also rather noisy when they were kept firm in depth; not provided 
with an effective defense against the antisubmarine units; little armed against the aerial 
offense; poor maneuverable and slow on the surface. In comparison, the German 
submarines introduced, already at the beginning of the conflict, numerous advantages 
which: invisibility on the surface cured to the maximum with appropriates types and 
shapes of turrets; greater speed in surface (16 -17 knots against ours 12 -13); greater 
autonomy in surface; greater maneuverability in surface; greater rapidity of immersion 
(second 30 
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against our 60 second that was already a not valid minimum for all the boats);their launch centers 
enslaved to tappet binoculars; optical instruments to great luminosity; launch without bubble of 
air of the torpedo and finally, of largest importance, the existence of torpedo precise electrical 
workers and without wake let alone of magnetic linchpins with possibility therefore to provoke 
damages in the part less defense of the enemy ship, with remarkable increase of the effectiveness 
of the explosion of the torpedo. 

For against our submarines they introduced several positive qualities which: robustness 
of the hull; good nautical qualities; emergency of the services base: air - exhaustion - energy; 
remarkable electromotive ability; intrinsic goodness of the crews even if these did not have those 
characteristics and performances demanded from the new conflict; good autonomy in fuel - air - 
provisions and finally discreet habitability. 

However the several above mentioned deficiencies prevailed in determining way 
concurring with the enemy antisubmarine action, based on the employment of many efficient 
means equipment, to achieve numerous successes, limiting in time the possibility of our attack. 

Their training from before the hard experience, was attempted of to run to the shelters 
bringing, in occasion of the previewed pauses of the boats for normal turns of works or the 
necessary repairs of damage brought back in the course of the missions, those modifications that 
were possible to adopt in relation to the situation of the hulls and the equipment. Obviously, these 
modifications were present estates in the planning and constructions of new submarines obtaining 
from these performances that they turned out very much better, although the concomitant to 
perfect oneself of means of search and "antisubmarine" hunting. 

The more important modifications made to nearly all the Mediterranean submarines, 55 
of the 79 existing in March 1941, the period elapsing between the end of the 1940 and that one of 
1941, they were: 

Reduction of the false towers, carrying them to the minims possible dimensions, with 
abolition of the logistic services of the surface. covered part of the false towers, that it formed a 
true and small bridge, it was abolished and the height united to that one of the column was limited 
some of support of the periscopes, whose complex constituted a small turret overlapped to the 
main one. Such 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


provision was meant also to assure one more completes and effective vigilance from part of the 
lookout-posts for the increased observation field not that to increase the field of shooting of the 
machine-gunner. The modification of the column of support of the periscopes, involved the 
necessity of to shorten the same periscopes in order to eliminate or to reduce theirs vibrations. 
Such necessary sagacity rendered in its turn the substitution of the arrangement of raising to 
double quantity vito some with the raising to cables that allowed, to equal of length of the 
periscope, a greater raising with the advantage also of a lesser noisiness. On the new turrets they 
came moreover moved more to the aft position, in place of the fixed gun carriages for the 13,2 
machine-gunner, twin mounts of the same bore to passing with the advantage of a greater rapidity 
of participation in the defense against airplane during the delicate phase of the emersion of the 
boat, and more an express period than preparation to the fast immersion. 

Rapidity of immersion, increasing the increase in weight it begins them of the submarine, 
given the impossibility to magnify already for the units in service the sections of flooding valves 
and the air vents of the double bottoms or to increase the volume of the hull for fast immersion. 
Provisions that were adopted on the units of new construction and in part, as far as the case of 
fast, also on the boats already in service that had to carry out gradually in turns extends work. 

Such increase in weight, that before was of the order of the 5 per thousand of displacement 
in immersion, it came increased to beyond 10 per thousands in order of nearly all the submarines. 
That was obtained at first by adopting as hull of fast immersion the hull emersion of much 
superior ability. Since, moreover, one was found that one "fast" dynamics - taking advantage of 
that is the penetration in water of the appruato boat and in motion - it contributed to still reduce 
the times, was used nearly generally a forward increase in weight, with water in the hull of the 
bow, than obviously varied in entity to according to the type of the boats. On those of great 
tonnage, as an example, such increase in weight reached and it exceeded also a ton, while for the 
boats of medium tonnage oscillated on the 300 Kg. In the dynamics of fast maneuver also the 
diving planes, opportunely employed, contributed to push towards the bottom. With these 
reasonable 
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reduced the time of immersion remarkably succeeding in to come down for the boats under large 
tonnage also under to the 40 second ones. In the new constructions (as an example in the "Argon" 
types improved) for which particularly the factor of the rapidity of immersion, the times had been 
lessened until it reached and came down to under 30 seconds. 

Silent order. - The static maintenance in depth (between two waters) with silent order the much 
most useful one had been demonstrated to defense against the systematic hunting lead from 
surface ships how much greater it was the depth to which it could be reached. Submarines of 
prewar construction were all equipped horizontal stabilizer "Rovetto" for the static maintenance 
of depth with automatic maneuver of the quantitati of water necessary. However, such automatic 
maintenance could be only carried out until a maximum depth of 40 meters being the water case 
of maneuver of the resistant "Rovetto" until to such depth. Moreover, and this was perhaps the 
greater defect, the operation of such equipment was of excessive noisiness, that obviously advise 
against some employment. 

With the provision to employ the case of fast immersion as a resistant in order to carry 
out water expulsions by means of air compressed until the maximum depth resistance of the hull, 
yields possible for the greater part of the submarines the silent order in depth until to the depth of 
100 meters. Consequently the horizontal stabilizer "Rovetto" became disembarked. 

Quietness of the submarine. - The silence of the submarine was one determining condition 
for being able to escape to the action of search and hunting on part of the enemy. Many were the 
sources of noise aboard. As an example the noises it generates from the lines of aces (linee d’assi) 
and the propellers, also to the lowest speeds, they determined a humming easy noticeable. 
Consequently the electric motors they were held firm for how much possible with the capacity at 
depth. However, also with perfectly dosed boat it was not possible to remain to long in such 
condition of unstable equilibrium especially for the variations is also minimal of the density and 
temperature of the water. Therefore, not wanting to carry out movements of water, it was 
necessary to put in motion. 
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L’ammaina bandiera su un Smg 
in partenza per missione di 
guerra. 





La torretta del Smg Pier Capponi. 
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the propellers or one propeller, to minimal sailing point in order to hold the dynamic depth. A 
sagacity found opportune it consisted in holding in motion the two propellers to the minimal 
sailing point sfalsate between they in the number of turns. It was provided moreover to silence to 
maximum all the machinery aboard suspending them elastically so that the noises produced from 
their operation were not transmitted to the hull. It proceeded finally to the isovetrificazione of the 
propellers, a procedure that is, that rendering the blades perfectly polished, remarkably 
contributed to diminish the humming caused from their motion. Although however these devices 
and modifications, the boats of prewar construction remained always remarkably noisy. In the 
boats of new construction the silencing obtained only was satisfactory. 

The mostly structural modifications which we have pointed out and that they surly 
represent the more important given to the boats of prewar construction, were not however the 
only. Others became brought equally concurrent to the expansion of the war efficiency of our 
submarines. We will cite between the more important realized on all or large part of the boats: the 
reinforcement of the naphtha tanks; the abolition of crosspieces of support of the r.t. aerial and 
consequent adoption of a new type of r.t. aerial, similar to the German type, supported from two 
protruding arms horizontally to the height of the paraonde of the bridge; the abolition of large part 
of the cover stays; the abolition of trimming saws; the abolition of coverings in wood and 
disembarkation of all the materials easy removable by the sea but above all by action of a.s. 
bombardment; arrangement in turret of the maneuver of the vertical rudder, interchangeable with 
that one existing on the bridge; arrangement of the device for r.t. reception on long-wave to 
variable depth, but being be realized towards term of the conflict remained to the state 
experiences. Said arrangement had the scope to allow the reception of r.t. traffic on long-wave 
when submarine was found dipped and firm to modest depth. Of this device they were some 
realizes two types: one a periscope antenna and one a floating ball. Approximately the maneuver 
of this last type, reached the fixed depth, from the inside of the submarine the (ball) came freed 
the covering that it contained the aerial and the relative cable of deduction was spun in the 
amount sufficient in order to stop 
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the ball to some meter under the sea level, to a depth that is that allowed the reception of the 
traffic r.t. on long-wave. In the case of nocturnal reception, not being to worry that the ball 
emerging to the surface it could be escorted, this could be spun until coming to the surface 
allowing therefore also the reception of r. t. signals on all the frequencies normally used. 

Beyond to these structural modifications that in theirs complex allowed our submarines 
of prewar construction of to face much with greater succeeding the fight in a narrow basin and 
supervised which the Mediterranean, came brought ulterior numerous modifications to devices 
and arrangement aboard understandings to prevent those damages that with remarkable frequency 
had been found during the first missions of war. Also for these, we will cite between the more 
important: the substitution of the drainage valve of the thermal engines with a new type of valve 
called "Fenu" from the name of its inventor, to double closing, meant to avoid entered of water in 
the motors for incrustation and device for "opened" and "closed" luminous pointer of in proximity 
of the maneuver hydrodynamics; the modification of the system of closing of the screw of 
ventilation of accumulating batteries; Reinforcing of the supports of the same storage cells; 
arrangement of an pointer apparatus (Maietta) of empty in the case of fast and of surface waves to 
avoid the spillage of air bubbles; yields luminous, with opportune luminescent varnishes, the 
indications of some equipment and nameplates of bridge let alone the installation luminous goal 
for the launch; the modification to the pipe unions of air taken from compressed air bottles in 
order to avoid losses of air and movement, where ever possible, of all the same bottles already 
arranged in the double bottoms not resistant within the resistant hull; the substitution of the 
refrigeration gas in systems of conditioning air and in the refrigerators aboard until then 
poisonous, with a non-toxic alternative. 

For as much as one refers to the arms we have already pointed out, dealing of the 
modifications brought to the turrets, to the substitution where ever possible, of the old fixed 
single or twin mountings for a.a. machine-gun of 13,2 with disappearing twin mountings. The 
maneuver of passing of complex hydrofoil happened to the closing of the hat of the cylinder 
containing the arm. Obviously, the boats of new construction had disappearing twin mountings. 
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The bore of the a.a. arms did not change in the course of the conflict. Only on the two new 
transport submarines Romolo and Addle 3 single disappearing mountings for 20 millimeter 
machine-gun were given. It is necessary to keep in mind however that these boats did not have 
any cannons. 

As far as the underwater arms, all our submarines of prewar construction were equipped 
with underwater torpedo tubes with expulsion to air of the arms, air that to came out of the launch 
from the tube determining the classic, most visible bubble of air. Since from the first missions 
carried out, the disadvantage was perceived in all its gravity to determine fast installation on all 
boats of the device for the launch without bubbles. The device in word it allowed that with the 
launch, always to carried out air, the quantitative of air of expulsion rather than to escape from 
the front part of the torpedo tube came pushed from the pressure of the external water in the local 
insides of the submarine through a valve that came sluice not hardly all the launch air it was 
unloaded. The device had the scope therefore to reduce in the most remarkable way the air bubble 
caused from the expulsion of the torpedo (one small air amount also succeeded always in 
escaping externally) rendering it insufficient visible and to reduce lessened the order variations 
longitudinal that they were had with the normal launch, avoiding therefore sensitive depth 
variations or quite spillage of structures of the submarine, especially in the multiple launch. 

The torpedo at the beginning of conflict, in part several the types and bores, were all to 
propulsion to air compressed with preheating. This system of propulsion created characteristically 
a very visible wake in particular conditions of sea, day as of night, wake that determined many 
failures in as much as, sighted timely, it gave to the enemy the possibility to counter maneuver. 
Starting from the middle of 1942, all our submarines operating in the Mediterranean they began 
to having the new electrical torpedo "G. 7" with German type whiskers (baffi) linchpin that, even 
if slower than the torpedo conventional to air, they introduced the great advantage not to leave 
wake. The race of these arms oscillated between the 4.000 and the 3.000 meters and the speed 
from 30 to 28.5 knots according to of the temperature of the water. Given the not great 
availability of these new arms (that after all they needed of one particular equipment for launch) 
the boats operated 
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for attack missions they had, in 1943, equipment of electrical torpedo workers whom however the 
previewed complete equipment never did reach every boat. Towards the middle of 1943, 42 of 
the 68 Smg operating in the Mediterranean had such equipment 4 torpedo electrical workers each, 
firing exclusively from the forward torpedo tubes. 

A remarkable improvement in the effectiveness of the underwater arms came true finally 
with the introduction, that happened starting from the end of 1942, with the magnetic linchpins 
that, to parity of it loads, greater effects destroyed allowed giving the possibility with load 
explosive of the torpedo to burst under the keel of the ship. 

In order to then increase the possibilities of defense of the boats, especially under attack, 
were introduced into service, starting from 1943, circular trajectory torpedo that of principle was 
held in the sternward launch tubes. 

Further defensives shrewdness did not find practical application aboard, at least on the operating 
units until 8 September 1943, even if they were to the study already for a long time, which the 
apparatuses simulators of noises and some types of upward anti-hunting torpedoes. Probably 
these shrewdness could have found application on the boats in construction (12) or to set up (28) 
in the course of 1943 for a total of 40 unit, and that to the action of the armistice they were still in 
the yards. 

Like already pointed out, to the new constructions realized in the course of the conflict and 
especially to the 13 submarines class "Acciaio" (improved "Perla" type) and to the 8 "Tritone" class 
submarines (improved "Argo" type) enters into service, like pure to the 12 submarines that to the action of 
the armistice they were found in several is made of construction near the yards, were brought those 
improvements and modifications that the experience of war had tax and that we have previously illustrated. 
the new boats moreover turned out faster on the surface having carried the speed from 14 to 16 knots; it 
equips with greater autonomy being passes from the 8,000 miles approximately with naphta overload, to 
13,000 miles approximately, and more maneuverable on the surface. In the improved "Argon" type boats, 
finally, had been come true the system to double vertical rudder, while on some new submarines launch 
telephone exchange was to install a German supplied type. 

We point out lastly, in order to complete the picture of the evolution of the constructions in the 
course of the conflict, to the realization 
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of submarines small and little tonnage and of transport submarines, programmed constructions 
with very defined goals. 

Submarines of smallest tonnage. - As it will appear from examination of the operations 
carried out from the submarines in the 38 months of war, several unit, for war characteristic theirs 
by now exceeded - therefore less suitable to operate against the enemy traffic - Hence came the 
order to carry out close defense of the ports and the metropolitan coasts of and for the search and 
antisubmarine warfare. These units, however, badly were lend to acquit also these tasks in as 
much as they were much to visible and little maneuverable. 

With the increased opposing threat especially underwater to our coasts, it was come, to 
war already advanced, in the determination to realize constructions of smallest tonnage which to 
assign antisubmarine tasks mostly. The idea was not new. Already in first world war had been 
constructed near the arsenal of La Spezia, for to be used after the forward defense of our Adriatic 
ports, six small submersibles hardly 30 tons of displacement, the types "A" and two other units 
of a improved version, the types "B" from 40 t. Such boats however not good results it turns out 
and were already disarms in the course of the conflict. Resuming this experience, the Italian Navy 
in 1938 had supplied to realize, for the forward defense of the ports, a new type of small 
submersible of as much as 13 t of displacement, type "CA", of which 2 were constructed at first 
exemplary, that we can define experiences them. The long tests in fact which these two small 
submersible were subordinates, demonstrated the impossibility to employ them in the close 
defense of ports and the plan it came set aside. Subsequently modified version of these was 
realized one submarines for the employment which special means of onslaught carriers of "men 
frog ". 

The plan therefore to realize small submarines in order to use them after the close defense 
of the ports and the coasts it found authoritative previous. Were born therefore submersible 
motorboats "CB" give 34,5 t submerged, speed in surface 7,5 knots, the maximum share of 
immersion 55 meters, equip of directional and armed hydrophones with two torpedo in tubes non 
airtight in covering. Their crew was composed from a commander and three men. The motorboats 
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the submersible "CB" were transportable by railroad with special railway wagons. 

Only 12 of these units, of which they were previewed 56 examples, entered service, 
6 in second half of 1941 then in the course of 1942 in the Black Mar, and 6 a little before 
the armistice. Others 10 units they found, 8 September 1943, in several stages of 
construction near the yards. 

Submarines of small tonnage. - the strong losses of boats taken place during the 
contrast to the enemy actions of disembarkation on coasts of Sicily and the numerous 
having suffered from nearly the totality of the submarines employed, had put in evidence 
the extreme difficulty for the boats of a certain displacement to operate in narrow zones 
of sea where aerial vigilance and naval enemy was particularly efficient. The contribution, 
moreover, of the new constructions compensated alone in part the suffered losses. In order 
to make forehead therefore the new defensive necessities it was set up a new one type of 
coastal submarine that had the following characteristic: displacement about the 100 t; 
speed on the surface of 14 knots; autonomy to speed of resistance of 2.300 miles; the 
maximum share of immersion 80 meters; time of fast immersion 15 seconds; armament on 
two torpedo tubes for torpedo from 450 millimeter.; equipped with a nocturnal periscope of 
attack; crew of 6 to 8 men. This type of boat introduced moreover numerous advantages 
which: poor visibility for the limited extension of the topside; difficulty of localization it 
with sonar as with raido direction finders for the limited size; rapidity of construction in 
series; facility and rapidity of repairs in as much equipping as of easy replaceable 
machinery; limited employment of material. 

The complex of over pointed out characteristic rendered this type of particularly 
suitable boat to lead of fensives actions with employment in "mass". 

To 8-9-1943, however, only 3 units of first programmed they were under 
construction and only one launched, C.M. 1. 

The commissioning of the "CM" type boats would have involved a remarkable change 
in the criteria of employment of submarines in the Mediterranean. It was previewed in fact 
that: 
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a) The "coastal" submarines greater displacement would be been for employment in 
ambushes arranged to mostly exploratory character along the probable routes of the enemy 
traffic; for ambushes to character offensive-exploratory near the terminal points of the enemy 
traffic in departure; for eventual employment in "mass" against naval convoys or forces in the 
open sea. 

b) The submarines from 100 tons would have been located in advanced bases so as to be 
ready for the participation on alarm. Tactical unit of employment, the squadron, and employment 
in the same zone of 3-4 squadrons at the same time. 

c) Submersible motorboats "CB" would have been located in small bases along the 
Tyrrhenian, joniche and insular coasts are with antisubmarine task, are in order to constitute 
defensives obstructions furnished at a distance close by the coasts against incursions of opposing 
units. Also for this type the tactical unit of employment it had to be the squadron. 

Material submarines for transport. - the refueling of materials to the operating forces 
overseas, in special way in the theater of the North Africa, it often assumed, in the course of the 
conflict, character of binding necessity. The only great litoranea way, the Balbia way, connecting 
the frontier Libyan-Tunisia to that Libyan-Egyptian, represented the logistic artery and of main 
shunting between the ports, insufficient and badly equipped for complex operations of unloading, 
and the combat fronts. Subordinate as it was to the aerial contrast and naval adversary, the way 
could not to more assure most times the timely arrival of the refueling whereas they were in 
demand. From the necessity to make here to reach in the immediate rears of the front, pure in 
modest it is quantity but in emergency, those material actions to feeding the battle in course, first 
between all fuels, supply (above all tank destroyer), provisions. This task came acquitted in 
greatest part from submarines. In order nearly all the duration of the conflict in lack of a type of 
boat particularly planned for the transport of materials, numerous conventional boats of several 
the types, old as well as of new construction, (as an example the boats class "Millo"), were used 
after these special missions. The chosen submarines of time in time for transport of materials (27 
boats in total) endured 
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some particular such adaptations to allow more ration stowage of goods 
compatibly with the space available. Normally the materials were transported in some 
cans, if one be a matter of fuels (experiences with glassificata benzene); in cassettes if 
one be a matter of provisions and supply. They were transportable also material in 
confusion only if constituted from pieces of respect of crews or however of small size. 
The generally used premises to the stowage of the materials they were the two torpedo 
rooms ahead and behind, the local officers and non-commissioned officers lodging and, 
in some cases, some case inner and some double hull compatibly with the possibility of 
the measure of the boat. Obviously the cargos transported for unit were very much 
limited and it conditions to you from the nature of the cargo (from 40-50 tons of the 
coastal submarines, to 140 tons of oceanic the submarines type "Millo"). 

Emerged therefore, just in the course of the conflict, the importance of being able 
to decide of submarines for transport, came sets up in the 1942 the first two exemplary of 
one series of 12 units from 2.160 tons standards, the submarines Romolo and Relno. 
These boats had 4 great holds, located in the center position, with a cargo availability of 
approximately 600 tons. The 4 holds were equipped each with cargo doors and drainage 
as well as of detachable cargo peaks. Underwater armament was not previewed but only 
an antiaircraft armament based on 3 single disappearing mountings for 20 millimeter 
machine-gun. The boats, the whose characteristics of hull and above all of superstructures 
they had all requirement demands from the experience, they were equipped of a discreet 
speed in surface: 14 knots, and of wide autonomy: 12.000 miles to equal economic speed 
to 9 knots. 

To the action of the armistice, only the first two units they were from little time 
commissioning while the remaining 10 units they found in several stages of construction 
near the yards 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


Page 37 
CHAPTER II 
ACTIVITY OF THE SUBMARINES IN THE 
FIRST THREE MONTHS OF WAR 


1 - MONTH OF JUNE 1940. 

The initial alignment of the submarines previewed, as we have seen, the 
employment in the Mediterranean of 58 boats subdivided between the three zones 
A, B, C, more 4 in Atlantic. In the imminence of the opening of the hostilities, 
this alignment endured a light varying, being be reduced to 55 the ambushes in 
the Mediterranean and 2 those in Atlantic. 

In particular, in the A zones (see map n. 2) they came carries out 10 
ambushes of which: 5 along the French coasts and on the guiding ones of access 
from the west to the gulf of Genoa: Smg Veniero-Neghelli-Gondar-Fieramosca- 
Mocenigo. 4 drawn in close, to the west and to the south to the gulf of Genoa: 
Smg coastal H 1-H 4-H 6-H 8, and the | in waters before the French base of 
Aiaccio: Smg Medusa. These submarines did not sight enemy ships and returned 
to the bases around 14 June, except the Veniero and Neghelli, which, respective to 
south of the Hyéres islands and south of Cap d'Antibes, remained in zones until to 
the 21st. The Smg Veniero did not carry out relief sights; the Smg Neghelli the 13 
June, at hours 02,40 in lat. 43°10' N and long. 07°20' and, 25 miles approximately 
to south of Cap d'Antibes, sighted a steamboat without illuminated flag, as 
prescribed for the neutral ships, that it attacked without outcome with launch of 
torpedoes. 

In zone B they came carried out 5 obstructions: first between combining 
Capo Palos with Capo Falcon and Capo Tenés in 
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The western Mediterranean; the second along meridian of Cape Bengit (Algeria) until to a 
distance of 30 miles from the coast; the third party along the meridian of Cape Teulada, between 
the Sardinian coast and that of Tunisia, reinforced with another Smg in ambush in proximity of 
Biserta; the fourth in the channel of Sicily in the zone comprised between Capo Bon - Pantelleria - 
Linosa - gulf of Hammamet; a fifth along the Greek-Albanians-Yugoslavian coasts. 

The first one obstruction previewed initially 6 submarines reduced subsequently to 5 from 
already remembered varying to the operations order. Of the 5 previewed ambushes, however, only 
4 could be realize in as much as the Smg Marcello, left from Naples on 5 June in order to be in the 
zone of Capo Palos was forced, for serious poisonings by methyl chloride among the crew of 
aboard, to interrupt the mission and to return to Cagliari 10 June 1940. 

The obstruction it turned out, therefore, therefore constituted: Smg Dandolo in the zone to 
approximately 25 miles to SE of Capo Palos; Smg Provana off the coast of Orano; Smg Morosini 
miles 85 from Capo Palos, on combining said Cape with the isola dei Colombi; Smg Fad di Bruno 
in the zone to approximately 30 miles to NW of Orano. 

The Smg Dandolo (CAP Corv. Riccardo Boris) on 13 June, to hours 07.13 approximately, 
to 45 miles to SE of Capo Palos, sighted a formation of 3 escorted cruisers by several DD against 
which it began the attack. After to have exceeded the escort of the naval destroyer at 07:25, 
launched two torpedo against the 3rd cruiser of the formation without however being able to 
control the result of the launch being itself which had to disengage in depth for beginning of 
violent lead antisubmarine hunting from the escory units. It was be a matter of 3rd Cr. Div. 
Composed French of the cruisers La Galissonniére, Jean De Vienne and Marseillaise with escort 
of the DD Le Brestois and Boulonnais. These units made part of the F.N. French who, departed 
from Orano and Algeri the evening of 12, the they rejoined the next morning in waters to SE of 
Capo Palos to intercept German naval forces that, according to an appraisal of the French High 
Command, had to carry out the passage from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean in order to gather 
to Italian forces. Our submarine, while it directed to the attack at periscope depth, was sighted by 
two aircraft catapulted from the cruisers French who signaled the presence and bombed it at the 
moment of launch of the torpedo. The cruisers succeeded 
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they succeeded therefore to carry out timely approached in order to avoid the weapon that 
passed between La Galissonniére and the Jean de Vienne only 20 meters from the stern 
of the last. 

The Smg Provana (CAP Corv. Ugo Botti), in ambush to approximately 80 miles to 
north of area attacked, on 17 June at 16,30 hours, with launch of two torpedo, at a convoy 
of 5 French mercantile ships countersigned with acronym IR 2 F, directed to Marseilles 
and escorted by the torpedo boats Commandant Bory and La Curieuse. One weapon, last 
200 meters astern of the La Curieuse, was seen to sink before reaching the convoy. 
Subordinate to violent hunting, our submarine was forced to emerge while the Tp La 
Curieuse directed on the launch point in order to carry out another attack and was from 
this rammed abeam. Broken in two parts, our unit sank quickly with all the crew. The 
torpedo boat La Curieuse, remained seriously damaged from the collision, succeeded to 
return to port under its own means. 

The Smg Morosini (CAP Corv. Alfredo Criscuolo), in ambush to approximately 85 
miles to SE of Capo Palos the morning of the 15 June at 01,30 hours approximately, 
sighted a light unit - probably French - that attacked without to achieve results. On the 
16th, still in the same zone, sighted a convoy of several steamboats escorted by light 
units. The distance of sight (approximately 14.000 meters) and the beta being a very wide 
one, did not concur with our unit to attack. It had probably to be a matter of the French 
convoy that in the afternoon of the same day had been sighted and attacked from the Smg 
Provana. The next day the 21st the Smg Morosini, moved 30 miles approximately for 
NW from its previous zone of operations, sighted at 03:15 in lat. 36"50'N & long. 

00" 10'E a isolated P.fo of medium navigating tonnage with zigzag routes and director of 
march N-NE, against which it launch a torpedo from a close position. It could not but 
control, for the particular conditions of sea and light, the outcome of the action also 
having heard clearly a strongly explosion after 56 seconds after instant of the launch. 

The Smg Fad di Bruno, in ambush in the zone to NW of plows (arano), sure 
activity of search and antisubmarine preventive hunting in also did not carry out 
important sights having found days 13 and 14 June. The evening of 16, for damage found 
to equipment 
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equipment aboard, was forced to interrupt its mission and to return to base. 

The obstruction along the meridian of Cape Bengut (Algeria) was carried out by 
the Smg Barbarigo and Nani with points of ambush respective at 10 and, 30 miles from 
the coast. Both submarines, that remained in zone until 13 June, did not succeed to carry 
out attacks also having found intense traffic and a remarkable antisubmarine activity. In 
particular the Smg Barbarigo, that it turned out more in close ambush position to the 
coast, came made sign more intense search and systematic hunting from part of airplane 
and unit of surface. 

The obstruction in waters to south of the Sardinia on the meridian of Cape Teulada 
until to the zone of the Isle of La Galite, 4 boats participated: Smg Axum - Turchese - 
Adua - Aradam, spaced out at 20 miles from each other. Towards the east, the obstruction 
was completed by the Smg Alagi in ambush in vicinity of Cape Zebib (Biserta) with the 
scope to contrast eventual coastal traffic. 

As previewed in the order of this beginning operation, this obstruction was 
removed after the first 3 days of hostility without success that they had fact of relief. 
Only the Smg Alagi remained in ambush in its zone until 20 June. The Smg Aradam 
returned to the base on the 14; the Smg Axum came moved into protecting ambush, 
between the S. Peter and S. Antioco islands; the Smg a.ponente Adua of Majorca in the 
channel of Ibiza, while to the Smg Turchese and Adua ambush zone was assigned at 15 
miles approximately to the east of Cape Creus (gulf of Leone) for interception of eventual 
traffic directed from the Algerian coasts, through the Baleari, towards the French ports of 
Provenza. 

The Smg Adua (Ten. Vasc. Giuseppe Roselli Lorenzini) a little after to be reached 
in the new zone it sighted, on the night of the 17 June, a destroyer that it could not attack 
for the unfavorable cinematic conditions of sight. The next morning, at 06:26 hours, it 
sighted a convoy composed from 5 cargo vessels, between which a transport troop, 
escorted by two escorts, the same one that the afternoon of the previous day already had 
been attacked from the Smg Provana. Not having been able, for the presence of the 
escort units, to lock the distances, transport launch from 1.800 meters against the troop 
steamboat a torpedo that, according to 
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French documentation, did not hit. The successive participation of the escort units prevented 
to our unit to persist in the attack. 

The Smg Turchese (CAP Corv. Gustavo Miniero) patrolled in the new zones allotted 
him, in proximity of Cape Creus, from 17 to 19 June without to carry out sights of 
importance. 

21 June at 11:00 hours approximately, on the route of return to base sighted to NE of 
the Baleari, strongly distance, a Naval Force with route to the east. It had probably to be to 
matter of the French 8th destroyer Division that, between the 21 and the 23 June, carried out a 
cruise of protection of traffic in that zone. 

In the obstruction of the channel of Sicily participated: the Smg Brin, in ambush 
between the island of Pantelleria and the Tunisian coast that did not carry out sights and 
returned on 15 June; the Smg Beilu/, in ambush between the island of Pantelleria and the 
island of Lampedusa and Smg Durbo, west of the Beilul towards the gulf of Hammamet. The 
submarines Beilul and Durbo remained in the zone until the 19th. The Beilul sighted on the 
16th, at great distance, to large oil tanker directed to the east moreover without to be able to 
attack it. The Durbo instead (Ten. Vasc. Armando Acanfora) sighted on the morning of the 16 
approximately at 06:00 hours, in lat. 36"06' N and long. 11"33' E, 44 miles to SW of 
Pantelleria, to light unit with route ENE against which it began the attack carrying out, from 
medium distance, the launched a couple of torpedoes. The agitated conditions of the Sea did 
not allow to assess result, also being be heard one strong explosion two minutes after the 
launch. At first it was believed that the unit attacked from the Smg Durbo could be the French 
Smg Morse of 1.421 t which, in ambush until to the evening of 15 June before the gulf of 
Gabés in order contrasting eventual attempted Italian disembarkation in that zones, just after 
to have received order from the command of Biserta to return to Sfax in the day of the 16, no 
more news was heard and it was considered lost. Such doubt was eliminated when the 
wreckage of the Morse came subsequently characterized in vicinity of the buoy n. 2 before 
the Kerkennah Sfax islands, destroyed by mines. 

The obstruction in the channel of Sicily was integrated, for the single day of 12 June, 
with an ambush in vicinity of Malta carried out by the Smg Bausan. The submarine, returned 
to Augusta the morning of 13 June, in vicinity of Cape S. Cross was sighted the launch of 
torpedoes from part of an opposing submarine, but it avoided with a fast maneuver. 
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The dispositions along the Greek-Albanians- Yugoslav coasts it was articulated on 4 boats 
therefore it located: the Smg Uarsciek to the south of Cefalonia, for control of accesses to the 
roadstead of Argostoli and the gulf of Patrasso; the Smg Balilla to the south of Corfu; the Smg 
Anfitrite in the channel of Otranto and finally the Smg Sciesa in the zone before the Mouth of 
Cattaro. 

Only the Balilla was found in zone, on 12 June, activity of a.s. search from part of 
airplane and surface units that subjected it to hunting. For the damages received, our unit was 
forced to interrupt the mission and to return the next day to base. The other boats returned 
between the 16 and 21 June, without to have carried out sights of note. 

In zone C, comprising the eastern part of the Mediterranean and the Aegean Sea, was 
previewed obstructions to south of Gaudo; off the coast of the gulf of Sollum; on Alessandria- 
Crete axis; in waters of our possessions and finally ambushes in the Aegean sea for the control of 
the routes from the Dardanelle and the ports of Turkey. 

The obstruction to south of Gaudo it was carried out with 4 boats: the Smg Salpa - 
Giuliani - - Bagnolini - Tarantini, at a distances of approximately 20 miles from the other. Of the 
boats of this obstruction, only Salpa , in ambush 15 miles to south of the Gaudo and returned on 
16 June, it did not carry outsights. 

The Smg Giuliani (Ten. Vasc. Tawny Zelik) - the second to boat of the obstruction - on 
the evening of 12 June at a distance sighted very close and with a beta nearly zero, one light ship 
from which it was forced disengage in immersion. 

The Smg Bagnolini (CAP Corv. Franco Tosoni Pittoni), in ambush 50 miles 
approximately to SE of Gaudo, sighted instead the morning of the 12 June at 00.50 hours while it 
was in emersion, at first a destroyer section that proceeded at elevated speed and that disappeared 
very soon from sight. Subsequently, at 00.56 hours, two "Caledon" type cruisers inline of row 
with route to NW. Begun the attack against the first unit of the formation, Bagnolini launched at 
00.58 hours first a torpedo angled. While our submarine, continuing to approach, was getting 
ready to launch another, it saw the first shot to hit the cruiser between the funnel and the bridge 
being provoked a sinking at that point, reported from our unit, of coordinated lat. 34°03'N and 
long. 24"05'E. 
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La Tp La Curieuse che ha speronato ed affondato il Smg Provana. 
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It was dealing with the British cruiser Calypso of 4.180 t that, entirety with a unit to similar 
Caledon, it made part of the Naval Force of Alexandria exited that morning of for a the cruise 
of interdiction in the Central Mediterranean. 

The submarine was hence disengaged in immersion, but also moved from the zone, 
endured for some time searches and a.s. hunting from part of the escort units. It sights newly, 
on making of the dawn, a cruiser and one naval destroyer could not to attack them for the 
unfavorable cinematic position. 

The Smg Tarantini (CAP Corv. Alberto Jaschi) - last boat of the obstruction - the 
evening of 11 June, at 19:20 hours approximately, being in immersion, attacked with launch 
of a torpedo one large oil tanker appreciated on the 7.000 tsl with route towards the Egyptian 
ports, missing the target for irregular course of the weapon. 

The Tarantini returned to base on 16 June with the Salpa, while the others two boats 
of the obstruction remained in zone until the 21st the latter after having carried out light 
movements by orders from Maricosom based on the movements of the opposing forces 
observed in those days. 

The obstruction off of Sollum was carried out by the Smg Lafolé - Diamante - 
Topazio - Nereide, all of the group of Tobruk, that assumed position on survey 30° from Ras 
Azzaz with beginning from a point situated 30 miles from the coast and distances of 20 miles 
between them. This obstruction completed practically that one to the south of Gaudo for the 
interception of eventual enemy traffic coming from the Eastern Mediterranean and directed 
towards the Central Mediterranean. Moreover, it stretched to contrast eventual incursions of 
Naval Forces against our Cirenaici ports. 

Of the 4 boats, the only the Nereide (Ten. Vasc. Mario Spano) in ambush in position 
more to the north, the morning of 12 June, at 05.00 hours approximately, in position lat. 32° 
57'N long. 26° 05' E, sighted being in immersion a large oil tanker with route for Alexandria. 
Begun the attack, it launched from close distance a torpedo regulated to 4 meters of depth 
hearing clearly the explosion of the arm on the target and observing the oil tanker to go away 
appruata and in slow motion towards the east. The unfavorable conditions of visibility, 
caused by a dense mist, they did not allow however our submarine to renew the attack. 
Nereide 
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and the Topazio returned to the base the 14th, while Diamante and Lafolé they moved 
into the waters near Tobruk with the order to return on the surface the morning of 20 
June. The Smg Lafolé carried out the movements orders to return regularly to the base. 
The Smg Diamante (Ten. Vasc. Angelo Parla), instead, while in the afternoon of 20 June 
was Sailing on the surface for Tobruk , was sighted at 14:45 - to approximately 30 miles 
to north of the port - from the British Smg Parthian that launched against it two 
torpedoes. Hit from both weapons the Diamante sank quickly with all the its crew, in lat. 
32°35' N and long. 24°10' E. 

Five boats finally, with the group of Tobruk, were send into waters before the port 
of Alexandria: the Smg Galatea, 100 miles to the east of Tobruk to the height of Sidi el 
Barrani; the Smg Fisalia and Argonauta, on the axis of Gaidaro islands (Crete) - 
Alexandria, 100 miles approximately give this base and finally the Smg Naiade and 
Smeraldo in positions respective close to the points to 40 miles for NW and 30 miles west 
from said base. All executed the tidy missions except that of Smg Galatea that, because 
of damage found, returned to Tobruk the evening of 10 June. 

The Smg Fisalia remained two June days in zone sighting the morning of the 
13th, a hard distance and on wide beta, a large steamboat that it could not attack. The 
afternoon of the 15, while it was directing in order to return to port of Tobruk, fact came 
sighted without consequences to the launch of a torpedo from one part of a submarine. 

The Smg Argonauta remained in zone until 21 June finding intense a.s. hunting 
and search, attacked hunting that caused damage to the periscope returned to the base the 
afternoon of the 22. 

The two boats in ambush in position close to Alexandria carried out various 
sights. The Smg Smeraldo (Ten. \Tasc. Carlo Todaro) already to morning of the 11th, at 
01:00 approximately, in navigation from Tobruk towards zone of ambush 60 miles west 
of Alexandria, it sighted a large P.fo escorted by small warships, that it proceeded 
towards the west with route nearly of counter bearing. Carried it into opportune position 
to launch against the large steamboat, from close distance, a stern torpedo that it did not 
hit for difficulty of tappet due to the large sea. 
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The Smg Naiade (Ten. Vasc. Luigi Baroni), in ambush to 40 miles for NW from 
Alexandria, sighted in the afternoon of the 12 June a convoy of towed barges, escorted by 
gunboat, it tried the attack in surface with the gun. It was forced however to retire from 
action and to redeem themselves in immersion because of the unitization of the supply for 
water infiltrations in the riservette, meanwhile the gunboat opened the fire with the 
machine-gun against our unit. The evening of the same day, at 22:00 approximately, 
Naiade route on Alexandria sighted large apparently isolated oil tanker with, that it 
attacked with successive launch of three torpedo of which one had an irregular course, 
while the others two hit to the center and bow of the target unit. For arrival of a naval 
destroyer, Naiade it was forced to retire in immersion leaving the oil tanker in phase of 
sinking. The Norwegian oil tanker was the Orkanger of 8,029 tons that it turned out sunk 
in lat. 31°42' N and long. 28"50' E. Also having been subject in the next day to an intense 
systematic search from part of enemy light ships, the submarine regularly returned to 
base on 15 June. 

The offensive deployment around Alexandria was integrated with laying of a 
obstruction of mines carried out in the night of 12 June by the Smg Micca (CAP Freg. 
Vittorio Meneghini). The obstruction, composed of 40 weapons, having a parallel 
guideline to the coast between the points: lat. 31° 17' 15" N, long. 29" 32' 55" E and lat. 
31" 18'45" N, long. 29° 33' 45" E, 25 miles approximately to NW from Alexandria. 
Carrying out the obstruction the submarine remained in ambush in nearby zones finding 
remarkable antisubmarine activity, and, completed the mission in spite of a irregular 
operation of the hydrodynamic system aboard, regularly returned to Crotone the evening 
of 20 June continuing subsequently for Taranto. 

The accesses to Aegean sea and the Aegean itself, especially in its northern part, 
was intensely patrolled by 10 good submarines. 

In particular, 3 boats: the Smg Jantina - Jalea - Delfino, were inline in the strait of 
Caso at a distance of approximately 25 miles from one end to the other. Except the Smg 
Jalea that morning of 11 June found in zone one small torpedo boat in a.s. search from 
which it was escaped, there were no other sights of note. The Smg Jalea and Delfino 
returned to Lero the 14th, while 
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submarine Jantina remained sometime in the zone of Cape Sidero (Crete) until to the 18th 
returning to Lero on 20 June. 

The Scarpanto - Rhodeschannel was garrisoned by 2 boats: the Smg Tricheco and Zaffiro, 
that they took position 20 mg. respective to the east of P.ta Castello (Scarpanto) and 15 miles to 
south of Cape Prassonisi (Rhodes). Both boats the returned to Lero 14 June without to having 
noticed movements of enemy units. 

To east of Rhodes, between the island and the Turkish coast, taken position the Smg 
Velella that June patrolled the zone until to the 19 returning to Lero on the 20th, without it turns 
out results. 

The Smg Squalo - Ametista - Gemma they were located instead in waters of the northern 
Aegean respective in vicinity of the ingress to the Dardanelli, in channel of Doro and SE of the 
Scio island for the origins from Smirne. None of these 3 boats found enemy traffic and all 
returned to base on 15 June. 

A boat, the Settimo (Ten. Vasc. Giovanni Cantt) assured the ambush in waters Crete for 
control of the traffic directed north to the Canea, while an other boat: the Uebi Scebeli maintained 
the ambush near accesses to the channel of Cerigotto. Also not having found opposing traffic in 
zone, the Smg Settimo, the evening of 13 June, sighted a large unidentified submarine, in 
emersion and in slow motion. Between the two boats, that were evidently mutually sighted, were 
one express how much vain exchange of torpedo. Settimo returned to Taranto, 16 June, without to 
carry out further sights and the Uebi Scebeli 15 June. 

The order of operation of Maricosom previewed for the beginning of the conflict had 
been therefore realized by the 55 submarines of the alignment in the three Mediterranean zones, 
with the permanence of the units in the zones of limited ambush to the first days of war. 

The results obtained were the following: 12 attacks with launch of 19 weapons and with 
the sinking of 1 cruiser and one large oil tanker, beyond to probable damaging of a steamboat and 
another oil tanker. 

For against which endure the loss of 2 units (Smg Provana and Diamante) while 4 unit 
(Smg Marcello - Balilla - Galatea - Faa di Bruno) they were forced by damage to interrupt the 
mission. 
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After first three days of war and for all the month of June the ambushes subdivided 
between the several zones came somewhat reduced of number respecting the forecasts of 
the beginning operations order that it prescribed to reduce the number of boats at the 
same time in mission, to 26 units. 

The exit of France from the conflict, as a result of the signing of the "Armistice 
Convention" happened at 19:15 of 24 June 1940 and whose effect had begin six hours 
later, it did not modify substantially, for the remaining period of the month of June, the 
directives of employment of our submarines also determining some varying in the 
alignment as it can be found from the new general operation order n. 10 of which they are 
brought back to you a substantial part: 

« a) In consequence of the armistice with France the French naval forces are to 
consider itself neutralized; the only the conflict against Great Britain continues. 

b) It is possible that English mercantile traffic continues directed for some day 
from the ports of France towards the Atlantic. It is thought moreover sufficient alignment 
of vigilance on the routes of outflow from the French ports of The Mediterranean towards 
Gibraltar, already in action, until to the 28-30 June. 

c) The important concentration of sea and air forces at Gibraltar imposes the 
adoption of provisions understandings to supervise the movements of such forces "(1). 

It came therefore a modified the alignment of the submarines in the Mediterranean 
assigning to the units zones of prevailing offensive activity those of Gibraltar, of the 
channel of Sicily, the central -eastern Mediterranean, of the Aegean. 

Resuming in examination the alignments and the activity carried out after the first 
days of war, in zone A (seeing Map n. 3) three submarines H 1 - H 4 - H 8 carried out 
protective ambushes in the gulf of Genoa guarding access from south. 





(1) In reality, on 28 June 1940, in order to balance the passing from the theatre of war the ships of French Navy, a naval 
fleet reached Gibraltar, indicated as "H Force", initially composed from 1 BC: the Hood (ship flagship of Admiral 
Somerville); 2 BB: Valiant and Resolution; 1 CV: Ark Royal; 1: CL Arethusa and 4 DD. To these units they could be 
added to, when necessary, also the 9 DD assigns you to the area of Gibraltar for the defense and the vigilance of the 
straight. 
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The Smg H | and H 4 executed one single mission, respective from the 19 to 25 June and 
from 22 to 25 (Smg H 4 had to return to base on the 25 for damage to a electrical motor); 
Smg H 8 two successive missions, from the 19 to 24 and other from the June to 2 July. All 
and the three boats did not find adversary activity. It is opportune, to this point, to remember 
that the morning of 14 June 1940, at dawn, the French Navy had completed an offensive 
incursion in the from Liguria gulf with 3rd Squadron exiting from Tolone the previous 
evening. The Squadron, subdivided in two groups comprising each cruisers and naval 
destroyes, had operated against the systems of Vado and against the industrial zone of Genoa. 
The French forces had been counterattacked from one our torpedo boat, Calatafimi, and from 
motor torpedo boats (to see vol. IV "the naval actions in the Mediterranean" -2nd Ed. 1970 
page. 83 and following). No our submarine had been able opportunely to intervene in as how 
nearly all of them had already returned to port and the two boats, Veniero and Neghelli, that 
remained at sea respective to south of the Hyéres islands and Cape of Antibes, they turned 
out far from the director of March of the French naval forces. The Smg Sciré and Iride, that 
evening sailed from La Spezia the 14th - after the incursion of the French forces - took to 
position between Cape Noli and Cape dell'Arma (French border) in order to control the 
coastal routes in the direction of Tolone. Both submarines returned to the base on 19 June to 
find from the submarines Gondar and Fieramosca that took ambush respective 20 miles for 
Levant from Cape of Antibes and to the south of the islands Hyéres. 

Also these boats returned on the 25th without having had a sight of note. The Smg 
Fieramosca, in the course of the mission, had an explosion in the accumulating batteries that 
caused serious damage and the wounding of some men of crew forcing the boat to return 
before the previewed time. The Smg /ride, that day 19th was returning to base, it shared the 
evening of the next day in ambush to 25 miles from the port of Marseilles. 

In third week of June 4 submarines formed one obstruction in the gulf of Leone for 
the interception of the French traffic from and for North Africa of which it later on had news 
to aerial sights and interceptions r.t. Three of the four submarines: Jride - Aradam - 
Mocenigo, lined up on one 
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arched line connecting Cape Croisette (French coast) with Cape Creus (Spanish 
coast); the fourth submarine, Malachite, was located at a point to 40 miles for SE from 
Barcelona for the control of the accesses to the gulf of Leone in shelter of the Spanish 
coast. The boats in ambush between Cape Croisette and Cape Creus all found intense 
traffic. The Smg Jride (Ten. Vasc. Francisco Brunetti) on the night of 23 June, at 03:00 
hours approximately in lat. 42°30' N, long. 05°05' and, (30 miles approximately to south 
of its point of ambush) it sighted a large armed steamboat headed to Marseilles. Begun 
the attack, it launch at 03:15 hours the first torpedo from very close distance that however 
not hit the target for irregularity of the run. Launch a second torpedo, this was avoided by 
the target that it tried also of ram the submarine forward. Forced to redeem itself in 
submersion, the /ride he was subordinate to the drop of some a.s. bombs moreover 
without receiving damage. The Smg Aradam (CAP Corv. Giuseppe Bianchini), in 
ambush 30 miles to SW of the zone of Jride, nearly to the center of gulf of Leone, had 
found in a zone since from the of the 21st intense activities of antisubmarine airplane 
patrolling, indicating the imminent transit of convoys. In the night of the 23rd at 03:12 
hours, sighted, in lat. 42°40' N and long. 04°25' E, one light unit not identified but very 
probably French at high speed, against which it carried out launch of torpedo without 
however to hit. The Smg Mocenigo (CAP Corv. Vittore Carminati), in ambush to the east 
of Cape Creus sighted, on the afternoon of the 20th, a large convoy of approximately 16 
P.fi ships on two rows, strongly escorted. Successful to penetrate beyond the escort and 
to reach between the two columns formed from mercantile units, could not carry a final 
attack and carry out launch in as much as it was forced to redeem itself from the ready 
reaction of unit of the escort. In the late afternoon of the same day, and in the successes 
days, Mocenigo it carried out other sightings of cargo vessels and warships without 
moreover to be able to arrive to the launch are for unfavorable cinematic conditions of 
sight, because it was hindered in the attack from the presence of a strongly aerial escort. 

Of the submarines in ambush in the gulf of Leone two, the Iride and the Aradam 
they remained in zone until to the 26th and Mocenigo until 28 June. 

The Arlalachite (CAP Corv. Renato d' Elia), in ambush to north of Majorca, 
carried out on the evening of the 24th the sighting at a great distance 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


of a group of mercantile units that could not therefore attack. It left the zone on the 27th directing 
for the return to Taranto. 

The alignment against the French traffic was integrated, in the third week of the June '40, 
with one obstruction of 4 boats: Smg Bandiera - Ascianghi - Santarosa - Nani, that they took 
position along the axis of Cape Palos (Spain) - zone to SE of Minorca, to the Southeastern limit 
of the zone A. Of these 4 boats the first one, Smg Bandiera (Ten. Vasc. Renato Pelella), reached 
a zone 20 miles to the west of Cape Palos the evening of 19 June, found intense predominately 
neutral traffic. The evening of the 21st successive one at 19:45 hours approximately, strongly 
sighted at a distance recognized an armed steamboat as enemy, directed to attack on the surface 
also hindered in the maneuver from the large sea. At 20:11 hours, reached the launch distance, it 
launch a torpedo that the target which probably failed because of the prohibitive condition of the 
sea. Also being remained in zone until the 29th, the submarine did not have any more occasion to 
attack. 

The Smg Ascianghi (Ten. Vasc. Ugo Gelli), the second boat of the alignment, reached on 
the 20th in the zone comprised between Cape S. Antonio and the isle of Formentera. At dawn of 
the 19th, while it was in navigation in order to reach the assigned zone, it had already sighted to 
south of Baleari a naval formation of five ships, that it had not been able to attack given the 
strong distance of sight. Soon after reaching the zone it sighted, in the night of the 21st, an 
opposing light unit against which it did not succeed to lead finally to attack for counter- 
maneuvers of the same ship. The next day, at 01:25 hours approximately, sighted a steamboat of 
large tonnage armed against which at 01:30 hours, it executed a launch of four torpedoes with 
negative outcome but given the bad conditions of the sea. Begun then the shooting with the gun, 
it put to sign on the target some blows without being able to continue the action for the violence 
and somewhat it specifies reaction of artilleries from part of the P.fo. Rimasto in zone until 28 
June, the Ascianghi found, between the 22nd and the 26th, intense opposing traffic that could not 
contrast for several circumstances. 

The Smg Santarosa, third boat of the alignment, had had assigned as ambush zone that 
one comprised between the islands of Majorca and Ibiza. Left from Trapani 21 June the 
successive reached the previewed zone 24th, but it had nearly endured inconvenient in the closing 
of the drainage valve of the motors 
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thermal engines with consequent water boarding and were forced to return the 26th 
leaving that zone unguarded. 

The Smg Nani, the fourth boat of the alignment, began the ambush on 24 June, 15 miles 
approximately to the east of Port Mahon (Minorca) hanging for meridian, without however 
finding traffic. 

Nearly all the boats, than in the third week of June had been located in the northwestern 
Mediterranean, had been able to find, as it has been looked at, varied escorted traffic. And in truth 
between the 19th and the 25 June came carry out from part of 3 large French convoys: 2 headed 
to Marseilles and 1 away from Marseilles, all with strongest formed direct escort from naval 
destroyer and with naval groups of varied consistency as indirect protection. 

The guiding march of this convoy mostly intersected the line of the Baleari in the channel 
of Ibiza. It turns out obtained from the boats of the two alignments, were practically null, above 
all for the adverse conditions of the sea and for strong and well the organized escort of the greater 
units. 

In the western Mediterranean 5 submarines: Tazzoli - Glauco - Toti - Marcello - Medusa, 
operated along the Algerian-Tunisian coasts, with tasks of control of the French traffic and the 
movements of British units from and for Gibraltar. 

The Smg Tazzoli patrolled near Cape Tenés (W. Algeria) on 25 and 26 June 1940. The 
mission but came seriously hindered from the prohibitive conditions of the sea that determined a 
series of damages aboard, between which a serious one to establish hydrodynamic, of maneuver 
of the main equipment that forced the submarine to interrupt its mission on the 26th. 

The Smg Glauco (CAP Freg. Candido Corvetti), the west coast of Cape Carbon operated 
from the 23rd to 26 June, along the altitude of Cape Corbelin. In the night on the 26 at 02:50 
hours approximately it sighted being in emersion, a large armed steamboat that with escort of a 
light unit directed towards Gibraltar. Beginning the attack, although the overall bad conditions of 
the sea, the Glauco launched at short distance two torpedoes against mercantile ship that however 
was not hit. The submarine began therefore the shooting with the gun succeeding to hit several 
blows and to damage the steamboat although counter-maneuver and the carried out fire reaction 
from without effect. It was be a matter of the P.fo Baron 
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52 
Erskine of 3,657 tons that, with two other ships, it was directing for the Strait. 

In the opposite zone the gulf of Philippeville, between the meridian of Cape Bougaroni 
and that of Cape de Fer, operated between the 20 and the 27 June 1940 the Smg Toli, that relief 
events. 

Two boats moreover: the Smg Marcello and the Smg Medusa, took to ambush for the 
single day 23 June respective 25 miles to NE and 40 miles to the east of the isle of Galite. The 
deployment of these submarines, for a short period of time therefore, was put into effect in 
function of the incursion of ours 1st Naval Division carried out on 23 June 1940 towards waters 
of the Baleari islands in order to intercept the French traffic between the ports of the Mother land 
and those of the Africa North (to see Vol. IV - "the naval actions in the Mediterranean” -2ne ed. 
1970 - page. 83 and following). 

Assessed in fact the presence at Biserta of remarkable French surface forces, the 
deployment of the two submarines along the Biserta-Baleari axis was understanding to contrast 
the eventual movements of said forces. With the return to Cagliari, the evening of the 23rd, of our 
surface units, also the two submarines located in waters of La Galite were recalled to base. 

Finally three submarines: Capponi - Pisani - Da Procida, \aided a trap, in the 3rd week of 
June, the waters of the channel of Sicily and Malta. The Smg Capponi operated from the 21st to 
the 25th in a zone comprised between the isle of Pantelleria and the Tunisian coast and the Smg 
Pisani further west in a zone 30 miles of Malta from the 19 to the 22 June. 

Of these boats, the Smg Capponi (Ten. Vasc. Romeo Romei) in the night of 22 June, at 
00:35 hours, sighted in lat. 36° 59'N and long. 11° 12'E a large armed steamboat directed towards 
Malta against which it launched, at 01:32 from very close distance, first a torpedo that the 
steamboat avoided with the maneuver. Begun then the shooting with the gun, the Capponi 
succeeded to hit with some blows without but being able to conclude the action for sudden 
damage by the piece. Our submarine was forced therefore to rerun newly to the torpedo, being 
carried out the two launch arms which hit the steamboat to the center, immobilizing it. For 
accelerating the sinking, the submarine launched at 01:50 a small fourth torpedo that hit the target 
to forward of the bridge determining the breach in keel of the same and its express sinking 
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sinking. The steamboat was the rented Swede Helge of 1,888 tsl. 

During navigation of return to Messina, on 25 June at 22:25, the unit carried out 
the launch without outcome of a torpedo against an opposing submarine characterized 
along the northern coast of the Sicily. 

Capponi it was found in zone from the 27 June to the successive 5 July from the 
Smg Da Procida (CAP Corv. Guido d'Alterio), that it had only occasion launched 
without outcome two torpedo against an opposing submarine, the morning of | July at 
04:58, 30 miles approximately to SW of Pantelleria. 

In the B zone no other mission came beyond executed in the second half of June 
those examined with the exception of a carried out antisubmarine protecting ambush 21 
from two submarines, Settembrini and the Uebi Scebeli, in gulf of Taranto in zones 
approximately between near and center gulf. 

In zone C, after the extended employment of submarines previewed from the 
beginning operations order , the zones that also in the second fortnight of June 1940 
continued to being laid a trap from our underwater units were following: Crete south - 
Cirenaica coast - gulf of Sollum and bordering waters - approach to the Aegean zone to 
north Crete. In the eastern Mediterranean came moreover a trap, with only ambushes, to 
the accesses to Alexandria and the waters of Famagosta (Cyprus). Altogether 19 boats 
participated to these operations, alternating themselves in the ambushes. 

Along the western coasts of Crete, approximately 10 miles to NW of Cape Krio, it 
operated between the 20 and 24 June the Smg Bausan for the control of the channel of 
Cerigotto. submarine would have had to remain in zone until to the successive 26th but it 
was forced, for damage to the forward diving planes, to interrupt the mission with two 
days of anticipated return to base without having found anything of important. 

The Smg Manara and Menotti carried out ambush from the 21 to the 27 June, 
combining the approximately center of Gaudo island - Ras el Tin, spaced out between 25 
miles. They did not effect any sights in this period. The Smg Manara (CAP Corv. 
Salvatore Todaro) however, on 29 June at 17:45 hours approximately 45 miles for SE of 
Cape Spartivento Calabro during navigation on the surface for return to base, was 
attacked by an English "Sunderland" type aircraft, with launch of bombs and strafing. 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


The ready fire reaction of our unit forced the aircraft to desist from further attacks. 
The aircraft, hit more times, was seen to go away while it lost height quickly. 

With the return to base of the two submarines Menotti and Manaru was previewed 
that the access to the eastern Mediterranean, on the axis of Gaudo island - Derna, came 
controlled by the alignment formed from 4 boats: Smg Anfitrite - Ondina - Salpa - Uebi 
Sccbeli, that they would have had to take position to leave from 30 June and spaced out by 30 
miles approximately one from the other, on combining a line the points 15 miles to SW of 
Gaudo and 40 miles to NE of Derna, forming therefore one obstruction of approximately 100 
miles of amplitude. Said obstruction, however, practically was not put into effect in how 
much the Smg Anfitrite on 28 June at 14:00 hours approximately, during the transfer, in lat. 
37° 18'N and long. 19° 54'E was attacked while it was on the surface from an English 
"Sunderland" type airplane with launch of bombs that determined some series damage 
aboard, for which the submarine was forced to interrupt the mission and return to base. The 
Smg Salpa (CAP Corv. Antonio Diondo) while it directed for its assigned point, 60 miles for 
NE from Derna, sighted on the morning of the 29th a light unit, from which he was forced to 
redeem itself in immersion. During the same day of the 29th he was subordinate to intense 
a.s. search with launch of numerous depth bombs that they provoked several damage aboard 
and one suspects loss of naphta. After to be remained in proximity of the zone of ambush for 
two days, still enduring search and a.s. hunting, judging not to be able to complete the 
mission cause the damage brought back, decided to return to Bengasi where arrived 3 July 
successive, returning then to Taranto on the line of departure 19 July. 

The Smg Uebi Sccbeli (Ten. Vasc. Bruno Zani) while it was directed on the surface 
for its assigned point, 35 miles for NE from Derna, sighted on the 29th at 06:20 hours an 
formation of light units with beta very strait, for which it carried out express disengagement 
in immersion. Returned to periscope depth in order to try to carry out an attack in immersion, 
it was immediately sighted from a nearby the enemy units that subjected it to violent a.s. 
hunting with launch of numerous bombs that provoked to serious damages aboard and 
disconnections to the hull with consequent entrance of water. After to have tried, without 
success, to redeem itself in depth, the submarine was forced to surface. 
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L’attivita antisom britannica nei giorni dal 27 al 30 giugno 1940. 


LEGGENDA 





— —— — rotta Smg Argonauta. | 
-—— rotta di ricerca antisom della Sq. “ Dainty ,, 
—.-—.-— pattugliamenti aerei britannici | 

1 - Smg Anfitrite 

2- » Ondina 
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As soon as reached in surface but, it was taken under precise shooting of the destroyer that it 
accelerated its sinking already moreover predisposed the crew that abandoned the ship. The 
Uebi Scebeli sank at 07:00 hours approximately in lat. 35° 29'N and long. 20° 06'E. 

The naval destroyer supplied after sinking of our unit to the rescue of is shipwrecked, 
was the English DDs Dainty, Ilex and Defender. They made part of the British force of 
Alexandria composed by | aircraft carriers, 2 battleships, 5 cruisers and 12 naval destroyer 
that between the 27 June and 10 July '40, carried out called Operation "MA 3" in the center- 
eastern Mediterranean and Aegean to cover of the convoys in navigation between the Greek 
ports and Port Said and between Alexandria and Malta. 

In the course of this operation it was sunk, from part of the cruisers, our DD Espero 
(120 miles approximately to SW of Cape Matapan) while the naval destroyer formations, 
whose task was mostly that one of the antisubmarine search and hunting, obtained, beyond 
the one success against our Smg Uebi Scebeli, also sunk, as we will see, of the Smg Liuzzi on 
the evening of 27 June and, nearly sure, also that one of the Smg Argonauta in transfer from 
Tobruk to Taranto the morning of 29 June. 

The only boat therefore of the previewed obstruction that, also not completing its 
mission of ambush in the point approximately 45 miles to SW of Gaudo, it carried out 
however a offensive patrolling in vicinity of the zone, was the Smg Ondina (Ten. Vasc. 
D'Amato Vincenzo). This submarine had left from Brindisi on 27 June at 09:00 hours 
approximately directing in order to recognize Cape Krio (Crete) before proceeding for the 
point of assigned ambush. Already from the morning of the 29th, 65 miles approximately 
from Cape Matapan, found activity of search and opposing a.s. hunting that not little 
hindered its transfer in zone. Equal activity was found in the following day forced to remain 
outside the zone, 54 miles approximately west, patrolling with several routes in order to 
escape to the search. The evening of 1 July at 20:00 hours approximately, having found to by 
hydrophones engine noises and alternatively sighted, after emersion 2 fast steamboats in little 
favorable cinematic position however, against which it began equally the attack trying to 
arrive to the combat with the gun. At first the shooting, was forced to desist the action 
because of the sea that rendered a very imprecise the targeting because of the high speed of 
the targets that did not concur it to lock the distances. 
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The obstruction therefore opportunely predisposed in waters to astride the eastern 
Mediterranean and the center it did not have therefore a practical effect for the neutralization 
of three of the four boats that would have had to constitute it. 

In the waters near the gulf of Sollum operated the Smg Sirena at first, for the period 
20-21 June and subsequently the Smg Topazio, from the 29 June to 9 July and Gemma, from 
30 June until 8 July, without to obtain success. In particular the Smg Sirena (Ten. Vasc. Raul 
Galletti) already from the 19th, during navigation of transfer into the zone, had found a sure 
activity of enemy light units that but he had not been able to attack. During the Day of the 
20th approximately at hours 21:30, 20 miles to north of Ras Uleima (gulf of Sollum) 
unsighted while it was on the surface a naval destroyer at a close distance and tight beta, from 
which it was forced to redeem itself in immersion. But sighted in its turn from the enemy 
unit, he was subordinate to extended antisubmarine hunting with launch of numerous bombs 
that provoked entering of water from the seals of the hatch sheaths. For the disabled 
efficiency in the state of immersion the submarine was forced to interrupt the mission and on 
22 June return to its base of Tobruk. Departed from this port on the successive 25th in order 
to move itself to Taranto - where it had to carry out work of repair of the damages brought 
back in the course of the mission - the Sirena, the mattino of the 29th at 06:30 hours in lat. 
37° 54' N and long. 18° 04' E, 80 miles approximately for SE from Capo Colonne, 
encountered the aerial disposition of antisubmarine patrolling that English had predisposed in 
relation to their convoy operation "MA 3". Attacked from an "Sunderland" type aircraft with 
strafing, our submarine reacted ready with the fire of the arms aboard succeeding to hit 
repeatedly the attacking aircraft that fell into the sea 200 meters of abreast of the boat. 

The movements of British Light units finds by the submarine Sirena from 18 to 22 
June is from being connected with activities of the naval forces of Alexandria that on 21 June 
‘40 carried out, with to the French battleship Lorraine the bombardment of the port of Bardia 
(Libyan-Egyptian border). 

Two submarines, moreover, operated in the third week of June in the eastern 
Mediterranean: the Smg Rubino, in the waters facing Alexandria and the Smg Liuzzi, in 
waters of Famagosta. The Smg Rubino (Ten. Vasc. Luigi Trebbi) arrived in the zone, 
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20 miles approximately west of Alexandria, on 21 June but, uncovered from the aerial 
reconnaissance, endured in the succeeding days intense a.s. search and hunting from part of 
surface units that, as above pointed out, just in those days carried out a antisubmarine 
operation to wide beam between Alexandria and Tobruk. Later on with some damages 
received for the endured hunting, the submarine determined to move its point 40 miles to 
north of the previous one, zone that was reached on 25 June successive. The evening of the 
same day however, Maricosom ordered it to suspend the mission and to return to its base of 
Taranto. In navigation of return, on 29 June at 14:00 hours in lat. 39° 10' N and long. 18° 49' 
E (45 miles for 150° from Cape S. Maria di Leuca), it was attacked on the surface from an 
English "Sunderland" type airplane with launch of two bombs that hit the boat to aft of the 
turret determining the express sinking with the loss nearly total of the crew. The English 
aircraft, identified with the number L 5804, made part of the aerial units that, between 28 and 
30 June, patrolled widths zones of the Ionian, particularly the accesses to the gulf of Taranto 
and the strait of Messina, in relation to the cited English operation "MA 3". 

The Smg Liuzzi (CAP Corv. Lorenzo Bezzi) had left Taranto on 16 June in order to in 
ambush in waters of Famagosta (Cyprus) and to operate against the traffic that was known in 
action between the ports Egyptians and those Syria-Cyprus. Remained in the zone from 20 to 
25 June, the boat did not find enemy movements and the evening of the 25 was ordered to 
return to base. In navigation of return on 27 June, at 18:30 hours approximately being on the 
surface, sighted an British light unit formation in antisubmarine reconnaissance from which, 
for impossibility to attack given the cinematic conditions of the sighting, was redeemed in 
immersion. Uncovered in its turn, subordinate to violent hunting with launch of numerous 
bombs came that provoked to series of damages aboard forcing it to emerge in order to 
eventually accept a combat in surface with the gun. Carried out the surfacing at 19:45 hours 
approximately, since the conditions of the agitated sea did not allow to carry out useful 
shooting, came predisposed and ordered to scuttle meanwhile the British naval destroyer 
opened fire. The commander of the Liuzzi since the boat was hit repeatedly and by now in 
phase of sinking ordered the crew 
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of the crew to abandon the ship, which sank therefore soon after. Reliable point of sinking 
lat. 33° 46'N and long. 27° 27' E. 

The British lights units, among which were the DD Dainty, Defender and Ilex, 
constituted Force C of the Fleet of Alexandria exited for the famous operation convoys "MA 
3" remembered above. Seven boats finally were alternated at the end of June in the ambushes 
to the accesses of the Aegean through the islands of the Dodecanese, the channel of Caso and 
along the northern Crete coasts. 

Of the first of four boats arrived in the zone, the Smg Delfino operated from 19 to 25 
in the channel of Scarpanto; the Smg Squalo from 20 to 25 in the channel of Caso 15 miles 
approximately for NE from Cape Sidero (Crete); the Smg Brin and the Smg Tricheco along 
the northern Cretan coasts, first in the period of 21-26 June and second from 19 to 23 June. In 
particular, the Smg Brin (Ten. Vasc. Luigi Longanesi Cattani) a little after having left the 
base of Augusta the afternoon of the 18 June it was made sighting, 20 miles approximately to 
the east of the beacon of S. Croce, to the launch of a torpedo from part of opposing 
submarine. In the course of the mission along northern Cretan coasts executed recognitions 
in the roadstead of the Canea and in the roadstead of Suda and, in the night on the 26, it 
sighted in the channel of Cerigotto an enemy light unit that could not attack for the 
unfavorable conditions of sight. 

The obstruction of the accesses to the Aegean Sea, through the islands of the 
Dodecanneso and the Channel of Caso, was assured from the 30 June until 8 July from 3 
boats: the Smg Jalea - Zaffiro - Ametista that took position respective in the channel of Caso, 
the channel of Scarpanto and to NE of Rhodes. All three of these boats did not carry out, 
during their missions, sights of note. 

Altogether in the second half of June they carried out, between the three 
Mediterranean zones, 45 missions of which: 6 in mostly antisubmarine protecting function in 
metropolitan waters of especially in the Liguria gulf and gulf of Taranto and 39 with 
offensive-explored tasks. In the course of these 45 missions (in which were employ 42 boats) 
were carry out 9 attacks with torpedo or with gun, the modest result of the sinking of | p.fo 
of 1,888 tsl (Helge) and the damaging of another P.fo of 3,657 tsl (Baron Erskine), besides to 
the probable one 
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probable destruction of an "Sunderland" type aircraft. For against you will endure the loss of 
4 submarines: Uebi Scebeli, Rubino, Liuzzi and Argonauta, the last presumably happened on 
29 June at 07:00 hours approximately in lat. 35° 16' N and long. 20° 20' E, again the work of 
the British DD Dainty, Ilex, Decoy and Voyager. The submarine, under the command of the 
Ten. Vasc. Vittorio Cavicchia Scalamonti, was carrying out the transfer from Tobruk to 
Taranto for necessity of work of repair of the damages received in the previous mission in the 
eastern Mediterranean. Left from Tobruck the evening of the 27th, after followed the coastal 
routes until off of Ras el Hilal, had directed for Cape Colonne. The morning of the 29 June 
sighted presumably by the above sighted formation of British DDs that, attacked it, they 
determined its sunk with the total loss of the crew. 

Beyond to the illustrated missions above, for month of June 1940, they also carried 
out also 4 missions for transport of material to the islands of the Dodecanese and for northern 
Africa. The Smg Atropo - Zoea - Bragadino - Corridoni participated to these missions. In 
particular, the Smg Atropo (CAP Freg. Luigi Caneschi), between the 22 and the June, carried 
out transport of varied material to Lero. While it was in navigation in Aegean, the morning of 
the 26th at 02:45 hours in lat. 36 ° 51' N and long. 26° 19' E, 15 miles to the east of the isle of 
Amorgos, sighted an opposing submarine against which it launch two torpedoes with 
negative outcome. 

The Smg Zoea, left from Naples on 18 June, transported to Tobruk 49 t of supply in 
cassettes, returning to Taronto the 24 successive. 

The Smg Bragadino left as above from Naples on 24 June in order to transport to 
Tobruk 27 t comprising of aerial material supply for machine-guns, bombs and pieces of 
reciprocation for aircrafts. The boat returned to Taranto the successive 4 July enduring in 
navigation of return, above all in on the days of 30 June, 1 and 2 July, systematic search and 
a.s. hunting from part of aircraft and surface units in cooperation. 

The Smg Corridoni carried out, between the 30 June and the 19 July, the transport 
from Naples to Tobruk and subsequently to Lero of materials for the Air Force, among which 
was supply and destined hydrographical material to the two bases. 

In order to complete the picture of the Italian submarines activity in the 
Mediterranean in the month of June '40, it is necessary to cite 
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mission of the Smg Cappellini (CAP Corv. Cristiano Masi) departed from Cagliari on 5 June 
‘40 in order to 0 to operate in Atlantic with the Smg Finzi as for beginning operations order 
that previewed the employment in those theaters of 2 submarines. While it tried to cross the 
strait, in the night of the 14th, the submarine was forced to shelter itself to Ceuta for the 
contrast of British light units of surveillance in the strait of Gibraltar. The evening of 23 June 
successive, the Cappellini, using favorable meteorological conditions, left the port of Ceuta 
directing for the east and putting in ambush on a axis line Cape de Gata - Alboran island, 
ambush that maintained, as for orders of Maricosom, until to the evening of the 26th 
successive. A little before abandoning the zone, the evening of the 26th at 20:30 hours 
approximately, it sighted in vicinity of Cape de Gata to the limit of Spanish territorial waters, 
a armed P.fo recognized as adversary who it attacked and against which he launch a torpedo 
that missed the target. 

In the first 20 days of conflict they came therefore carried out in the Mediterranean, 
altogether, 105 missions without to hold account, As pointed out in the premise, of the 
missions of transfer of submarines between metropolitan ports. That provoked a remarkable 
usury of the underwater units, subordinates moreover to intense opposing airplane-naval 
contrast that determined the loss of 6 boats and damaging of another 12. The high number of 
the missions carried out in this first period of the conflict, than does not find reply in another 
month of war, is from connecting to the beginning operating concept, that previewed a first 
employment in mass of the underwater units. After the first days of war in fact the number of 
the submarines at the same time in ambush was reduced, in average, to one score of units. 


2. - MONTH OF JULY 1940. 


The elimination of France from the number of the adversaries had allowed to reduce 
the number of ambushes, especially in zone A, limiting them to some with defensive tasks on 
the axis of the access to the gulf of Genoa. Therefore as soon as morning of 8 July Force H of 
Gibraltar, that the evening of the 6 was returning after an incursion against the French fleet to 
Oran, taken 
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newly to sea directed to the east, was necessary to predispose in such zone a obstruction of 4 
boats: Smg Argon - Iride - Sciré - Diaspro, oriented approximately for - NW from point Asinara 
(see Map n. 4). The Smg Argon taken position 80 miles on bearing 310° from the semaphore of 
P.ta Asinara and others 3 boats were distanced, in the order, of 15 miles between them. 

The obstruction was carried out in the days of 10 and 11 July, after that the submarines 
returned to Maddalena, their temporary base. The submarines did not make sightings with the 
exception of the Smg Sciré (Ten. Vasc. Adriano Pini) that on the evening of the 10 at 20:00 
hours, sighted a armed P.fo without distinguished nationality, against which he began the attack. 
Reached at a close distance, launch at 20:30 hours one torpedo that the hit to the center of the P.fo 
determining of nearly the immediate sinking which happened approximately at the point to 54 
miles for 310° from the semaphore of the Asinara. After to have retrieved 10 survivors of the 23 
men crew our submarine assessed to be a matter itself of the French P.fo Cheik of 1,057 tsl that it 
came from Marseilles and that had not been marked. 

No other offensive obstruction was predisposed in the zone A during all the month of 
July. There were only carries out protective ambushes, in mostly antisubmarine function, in the 
gulf of Genoa and the vicinities of Capo Noli from part of 3 ours boats: the Smg H6-H4-H2 
that each performed one mission of patrolling respective from 2nd to the 5th, the 4th to the 9th 
and from the 10th to 12 July '40. 

For against zone B, to the west of the O° meridian, it was intensely patrolled nearly 
without solution of continuity from our underwater units, in relation to the effected by the 
movements of Force H of base to Gibraltar. They participated to these missions 11 submarines 
subdivided in 3 groups the first one of which, formed by the Smg Emo - Marconi - Dandolo - 
Barbarigo, it patrolled between Ist and 13 July; the second, formed from the Smg Morosini - 
Nani - Faa Di Bruno - Berillo between the 15th and the 23 July; the third party finally, formed 
from the Smg Aradam -Alagi - Mocenigo, from 26 July to 5 August. 

Among the boats of first group the Smg Emo and Marconi they took position west of the 
meridian of Alboran; the Emo operated in the zone comprised between the parallel of Alboran 
and the Moroccan coast; Marconi between the parallel of Alboran and the coast Spanish. The 
Smg Dandolo and Barharigo instead took position 
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along a axis line Cape de Gata with Cape Falcon, respective 30 miles approximately to SE of 
Cape de Gata, and to 20 miles approximately to NW of Cape Falcon. 

On 6 July, at 14:50 hours approximately, the Smg Emo (CAP Corv. Carlo Liannazza) 
found at 12,000 meters of distance, being in immersion, one naval formation composed by 1 
aircraft carriers, 2 battleships and several naval destroyers, directed towards the east. Begun the 
attack and lock outs the distances to 9,000 meters had to give up the action for approached from 
the outside in of the same formation. The submarine did not carry out subsequently other sights. 

The Smg Marconi (CAP Corv. Giulio Chialamberto) on the evening of 2 July, at 23:30 
hours approximately in position approximated lat. 36° 25' N and long. 03° 45' W sighted, being 
on the surface, a formation of 6 naval destroyers directed to the east, against which he launched, 
at approximately 1,000 meters, at first a torpedo that left with wrong angle-shot and subsequently 
a second weapon. The Marconi forced to redeem itself in immersion, it could not assess the 
outcome of the launch. It would turn out however that in this occasion one of the 2 DD would be 
receive damaged and precisely the DD Vortigen. 

On 11 July successive the same submarine sighted at 03:00 hours approximately, a section 
of light units, appreciated for naval destroyers, against which it began the attack maneuver. 
Locked the distances it launch at 03:20 hours approximate in position lat. 36° 20' N and long. 03° 
40' W, a torpedo against the first unit of the section, redeeming itself therefore in immersion in 
order not to be rammed by the second destroyer and enduring a violent hunting that provoked no 
serious damage. The naval destroyer hit and subsequently sunk it turned out to be the DD Escort, 
1,350 t, than with the DD Forester, it was headed for Gibraltar. 

The sights and the actions carried out is by the Smg Marconi the 2 and 11 July, and by the 
Smg Emo on 6 July, are from putting in relation with the sorties carried out by Force H from 
Gibraltar from 2 to 6 July, for the action against the French units at Mers el Kebir, and from the 
8th to 11 July for diversionary operation for "MA 5" of fleet of Alexandria to protection of 2 
convoys carries out between Malta and Alessandra. 

The others two boats of the first one group, Dandolo and Barbarigo, in the combining 
ambush on Cape de Gata-Capo Falcon, had no occasion to enter in action. In fact, the Smg 
Dandolo it was found very outside from the routes of march of the enemy forces. 
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and Smg Barbarigo (CAP Corv. Giulio Ghiglieri), that on the evening of the 2 July and the 
successive morning had sighted a light unit without however being able them to attack, 
endured in the day of 3 & 4 July an extended search and antisubmarine hunting, evidently in 
relation to the operations that H Force was to carry out in the zone. The antisubmarine 
reaction caused several damages to systems onboard with loss of naphta from the external 
hull for which submarine was forced to interrupt its mission the evening of 4 July. 
While the boats of the first group was returning to their bases, took position to leave 

from 15 July, the 4 boats of the second group: Smg Nani - Morosini - Faa Di Bruno - Berillo. 

The zone of patrolling assigned to the Smg Nani was comprised between the meridian 
of axis of Gibraltar and Cape Sacratif (Spanish coast) with Cape Guillates (Moroccan coast); 
that of the Smg Morosini it was to this adjacent towards the east and limited from the axis 
Cape de Gata - Cape Tres Forcas. The zone still more to the east and limited by the axis Cape 
de Gata - Cape Falcon was assigned to Smg Fada Di Bruno, while Berillo had to patrol waters 
inclusive between the Spanish coast and that Algerian limited from axis Cape de Gata, Cape 
Falcon, Cape Palos and Cape Ivi. These 4 submarines of the 2nd group therefore had 
assigned patrolling zone many widths, with the scope of you have greater possibilities of 
maneuver in order to escape to the pronounced systematic antisubmarine search for the boats 
of the 1st group. The patrolling of these submarines, than continued until to the 23 July, it did 
not determine events of note. Only the Smg Nani (CAP Corv. Gioacchino Polizzi) sighted 
repeatedly, between the 18th and 22 July, isolated light units, probably patrolling in 
antisubmarine protection on the axis for the strait of Gibraltar, without but to never be able to 
attack for the unfavorable conditions of sight. The morning of 22 July instead, approximately 
at 03:00 hours, 12 miles for SE from point Europa, it sights) a large naval destroyer against 
which succeeded in a launch of two torpedo that however failed the target because of the 
irregular race of the weapon. 

The Smg Aradalin, Alagi and Mocenigo finally, they constituted the third group of 
submarines that laid a trap, between the 26 July and 5 August, the western part of zone B; it 
is worth to say the waters including between the axis of Cape Palos- Cape Iviand Stretto. 
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Also these 3 boats had been assigned wide zones of serious patrolling, especially 
for the Smg Aradam and Alagi, in waters comprised between Alboran island and 
Gibraltar. Although Force H of Gibraltar had exited the morning of 31 July directed to 
the east, with the goal to carry out aerial reinforcement of Malta by means of the launch 
of 14 airplane from part of aircraft carriers Argus (operation "Hurry") returning to 
Gibraltar the successive 4 August, our 3 submarines also did not carry outsights having 
all found by the hydrophones the movements of the opposing units. 

Also the central part of zone B, comprised to about between the meridian of Cape 
de Fer, the southern Sardinian coast and the meridian of Cape Bon, came intensely laid a 
trap by our underwater units, mostly in the first fortnight of the month, in relation with 
movements found of H Force. Between 4 and 5 July' 40, the Smg Axum - Alagi - Aradam 
- Turchese - Neghelli took ambush to north of coast Algerian comprised between Cape de 
Fer and Bona patrolling a wide zone 80 miles, on 2 obstructions oriented for the meridian 
and spaced out by 20 miles. Another 3 boats: the Smg Sciré - Diaspro - Glauco, always 
between 4 and 5 July laid a trap in waters around the island of Galite, mainly those 
western and north-eastern. These 8 boats, however, did not carry out sights of note and 
the evening of the 5 were recalled to bases. Subsequently, from the 9th to 11 July, 
another 6 boats: the Smg Ascianghi - Axum - Turchese - Glauco -Manara and Menotti 
patrolled zone between the island of Galite and Tunisi until to a depth of 50 miles from 
the coast. But the Smg Axum as soon as reached in zone it was moved in waters 50 miles 
to SW of the island of S. Antioco (Sardinia). Of these boats only the Ascianghi sighted on 
the 11th, at 14:45 hours approximately, a p.fo that it could not attack for the unfavorable 
cinematic elements. The Smg Turchese (Cap. Corv. Gustavo Miniero) in the night on the 
12, while he was returning to base of Cagliari, sighted at 03:25 hours in lat. 38° 24' N and 
long. 09° 19' E (50 miles approximately to south of Cagliari) one small apparently light 
unit and that probably was intending to lay mines, against which it launch in succession 
three torpedoes, two of which were seen to pass under the hull without exploding. The 
attacked unit was therefore to redeem thanks to its high speed. 
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The channel of Sicily was patrolled from 6 to 11 July by the Smg Santarosa and, from 14 
to 21st, by the Smg Bausan that laid a trap in the waters between the island of Pantelleria and 
Cape Bon. The Smg Bausan due to, in the course of the mission, damage to the electric motors 
for which ahead of time was forced one to interrupt mission the evening of the 24, repairing to 
Pantelleria for the necessary repairs. Returning to the zone the 19th it was forced, always for 
defective operation of the electric motors, to interrupt the mission definitively the 21st, return to 
the base of Trapani. 

The waters round to Malta they were object of intense patrolling especially in the first 
week of July. That also in relation to the previewed transit of a our convoy from Naples had to 
arrived at Bengasi under direct and indirect escort of our naval forces. The transit of this convoy 
took place in days of 8 and 9 July and determined in the afternoon of the 9th the battle of Punta 
Stilo between our fleet and the Mediterranean Fleet who sorted from Alexandria with the goal of 
protect the transit of 2 convoys, one fast and one slow, coming from Malta (see. Vol. IV - "the 
naval actions in the Mediterranean" - Volume 1°, page. 99 and following). 

From 1 to 5 July the routes of approach to the west of Malta a trap was laid by the Smg 
Tembien that patrolled in a zone 40 miles west of the island. Tembien was replaced by the Smg 
Capponi that operated from 6 to 12 July while, always in the same period, the Smg Durbo also 
participated to the obstruction in ambush at first to the east of the island of Lampedusa and, from 
the 8th, on combining Pantelleria-Malta. Of these boats only the Capponi carried out the evening 
of 11 July, at 23:20 hours approximately, the sight of enemy naval forces. This sight happened in 
way that was totally fortuitous. Ours submarine in fact had received order, the evening of the 8th, 
to move itself to north of the parallel of Malta. But for the impossibility to control, to caused by 
adverse conditions of the time, her own position and damage to the compass, friends in the new 
zone moved into a zone to SE of Malta where the British naval forces were located after the crash 
of Punta Stilo in wait to carry out the protection to the convoys in departure from Malta for 
Alexandria. In such new position, therefore, the Smg Capponi (Ten. Vasc. Romeo Romei) the 
evening of the 11 July carried out the sight of 3 battleships escorted by numerous destroyers. 
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Being on the surface at 23:40 hours launched from close distance, without outcome, 
two torpedo against the head unit of the formation that proceeded for SE, redeeming itself in 
immersion. At dawn of the next morning the Capponi, being itself carried nearly under the 
Maltese coast, exchanged bursts of machine-gun fire with an English minesweeper of the 
outer vigilance while it came fact sighted also to the fire of coastal batteries that forced it to 
dive and to waited until night in order to return to base. 

Known the presence in sea of the forces of Alexandria that directed towards the 
central Mediterranean and the Ionian, the Submarine Command had predisposed, to depart 
from 9 July, one obstruction 100 miles to the east of Cape Passero, oriented for formed north- 
south and by the Smg Brin - Sciesa - Settimo - Settembrini, with the boats distances between 
them of approximately 15 miles. It was come true in such way one cover total of 
approximately 50 miles on the director Alexandria-Augusta. The obstruction was in action 
when, the afternoon of the 9th, the crash of Punta Stilo happened. However none of the boats 
carried out sights in as much as the crash was carried out approximately 60 miles to north of 
same obstruction. It was probably uncovered since at 10:54 hours of the 9th, a few hours 
before the crash, the Smg Brin (Ten. Vasc. Luigi Longanesi Cattani) that it occupied the 
more northern position of alignment, was attacked on the surface with action of strafing from 
a enemy aircraft, that our submarine but succeeded to hit her turn with the weapons aboard 
forcing it to go away. The obstruction came removed the 11th successive. In navigation of 
return to the base of Augusta, Smg Settimo (Ten. Vasc. Giovanni Canto) came attacked on 
the surface the morning of the 12th, at 11:26 hours, from an "Sunderland" type aircraft with 
launch of bombs that hit the submarine in the stern part causing light damage. 

Completed the operation of supply for North Africa, the waters to the east of Malta 
was patrolled, in the course of the July month, from the Smg Brin and Pisani that they carried 
out ambush from the 15th to the 17th successive, respective 45 miles to east and south-east of 
the island. Subsequently the Smg Durbo patrolled those waters from the 30 July to 2 August. 
All three of these submarines not they carried out sights of note. One analogous mission in 
waters to the west of Malta from part of the Smg Tembien not 
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it could to be carried out for above mentioned damage that forced the submarine to return to 
base. 

In B zone no other mission was executed in the course of the month of July beyond 
those examined, with the exception of four protective antisubmarine ambushes carries out in 
the gulf of Taranto the 16th, the 18th, the 22nd and 25 July, the first three by the Smg 
Serpente, the forth by the Smg Micca. 

In zone C, 23 boats they carried out missions in the month of July in order to patrol 
waters of the central-eastern Mediterranean, the accesses to the Aegean sea and some 
particular zones of the same Aegean. The ambushes mostly were held in waters to north of 
the Libyan-Egyptian coast where operated in succeeded turns 14 units. 

In relation to the transit of the our convoy of 8 July, took to position the Smg 
Smeraldo - Lafolé - Tricheco - Beilul, the first two approximately to the center of the axis 
Gaudo-Derna, spaced out of 30 miles, second the two 120 miles to NW of Alexandria on the 
axis Alessandria-Cape Kupho (Crete),spaced out of 20 miles. The Smg Smeraldo and Lafolé 
that, both departed from the base of Tobruk the evening of the 3rd arrived respective ambush 
points on the 5th successive, found in 7th and 8th intense a.s. hunting to put itself in relation 
with the cited operations of the forces of Alexandria. 

The Smg Smeraldo (Ten. Vasc. Carlo Todaro) that more violent hunting with bore 
the launch of approximately 200 depth bombs from part of a naval destroyer squadron, was 
forced the evening of the 8th, because of water infiltration through the welds of the resistant 
hull and one damage to a main electric motor, to interrupt the mission and to return to base. 

The Smg Lafolé could continue its mission of ambush until 14 July returned therefore 
to Tobruk without however bringing back success. 

On axis Alesandria-Capo Kupho (Crete) had while taken position by the Sth, the two Smg 
Tricheco and Beilul departed the 3rd from Lero. The Smg Beilul (CAP Corv. Paolo 
Vagliasindi) the evening of 7 July at 23:40 hours approximately sighted, being on the surface, 
an enemy naval destroyer against which at 23:41 hours, at a very close distance, 
approximately 1,000 meters and beta 90°, launch a 450 millimeter torpedo. redeeming itself 
therefore in immersion. Having heard a strong explosion a minute after the effectuation 
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of launch, thought to have hit the opposing unit. Subsequently it was subordinate to 
intense search and hunting with launch of numerous depth bombs that caused damage 
aboard forcing it to interrupt the mission evening of the 8th and to return to base. 

The Tricheco, in ambush in a zone 20 miles for NE from that one of the Beilul, 
found enemy activity in days of the 7th and 8th, but only the evening of the 9th 
succeeded to sight one light unit without however succeeding to carry itself to the launch. 
It left the ambush the 10th without to have carried out ulterior sightings. 

All four submarines of the two obstructions, Gaudo- Derna and Alessandria-Cape 
Kupho, being found about on the director of march of the forces of Alexandria that had 
left said base the afternoon of 7 July for the operation that lead to the battle of Punta 
Stilo. Of the 4 submarines, however, the only Beilul it was in a position to carrying out an 
attack and if also the damage received in the successive hunting was forced, because of, it 
to interrupt its mission, its signaling consisting approximately of the units found it 
confirmed to the High Italian Naval Command the presence at sea of opposing forces, of 
other part already sighted by an aerial reconnaissance aircraft. It was therefore possible to 
predispose to combat our surface forces of that were assuring the protection at a distance 
of the convoy directed towards the ports of the North Africa. 

At the same time as the operations of the 4 above cited submarines, two other of 
our boats, the Smg Tarantini and Zoea, operated in the eastern Mediterranean and along 
the Egyptian coasts. Smg Tarantini (CAP Corv. Alberto Jaschi), left from Taranto the 
evening of the 27 June, had the task to lay a trap in the waters before the port of Haifa 
(Palestine) in order to intercept the traffic that it knew in action between the Egyptians 
and those Syrian-Palestinian ports. Already in the along a navigation of transfer in zone, 
the 28th, in waters of the Ionian, the boat was attacked by an English airplane but without 
receiving damage. The aircraft, evidently, it belonged to the forces that English had 
mobilized in occasion of the operation convoy "MA 3" (see page. 55). The successive 
morning at 04:15 hours while it was sailing on the surface at lat. 35° 21' N and long. 20° 
24' E (120 miles SW of Cape Matapan), sighted a destroyer apparently isolated, against 
which it began attack launch at 05:03 hours from close distance 
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however the destroyer avoided the torpedo with maneuver. Forced to redeem itself in 
immersion, he was subordinate to a.s. search and hunting with launch of several depth 
bombs. Considering the zone of the attack, the destroyer in a word belonged without doubt to 
British squadron Dainty. Which was composed from 5 units that just the morning of 29 June, 
the hour and place approximately after this event, carried out to 130 miles to SW of Cape 
Matapan a intense and fortunate antisubmarine action against our submarines Salpa, Uebi 
Scebeli and Argonauta in transit in those waters, action that concluded with the sinking of the 
Smg Uebi Scebeli and almost nearly also with that one of the Smg Argonauta. (see page. 55 
and particular map of the British antisubmarine actions at the end of June). 

Arriving in the zone 3 July successive, the Smg Tarantini carried out an intense 
patrolling along the Palestinian coasts and the afternoon of the July at 18:45 hours, being in 
immersion, sighted a P.fo departing from Haifa. Judging not to be able to arrive at the launch 
maneuvering in immersion, it followed it with route opportune for being able to attack it at 
night on the surface. Emerging at dusk, it began the pursuit to the maximum available speed 
succeeding to lock distances and launch at 23.00 hours first a torpedo from 450 that however 
not it hit the target. Opened therefore the fire with the gun, it succeeded to immobilize the 
p.fo hitting it in the premises of the engine soon after that, made to disembark the crew on 
rescue boats, caused the sinking with the a launch of a second torpedo. The P.fo attacked it 
turned out to be the Beme of 3.040 tsl Panamanian flagged but in the service of the British. 
The Tarantini left the ambush along the coasts of Palestine on 12 July heading for return to 
Taranto. 

The Smg Zoea (Cap. Corv. Giorgio Bernabo), left from Taranto the evening of 29 
June, carry out laying of a obstruction of mines in point along the Egyptian coast, 
approximately 100 miles to the west of Alexandria and exactly in the zone of Ras el Kenyais. 
Reached in zone in the first hours of 4 July, at 08:15 hours, laid the obstruction with point of 
beginning determined from lat. 31° 18' N and long. 27°53' E and axis for the SW. After to 
have laid but the first six weapons it perceived two strong explosion very close. Made to drop 
another two weapons that by now were already in launch position, not being able to assess on 
moment the cause of the explosions perhaps attributable to defective 
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operation of the same mines already put down, suspended the on going operation. Informed 
Submarine Command of the fact, received order to remain in ambush the successive day of 
the 5th in a point approximately 35 miles to south of Cape Kupho (Crete), with patrolling for 
NW-SE for the eventual interception of adversary traffic in that zone. The Zoea it found in 
fact the morning of the 8th by hydrophones, movements of surface units that can be put in 
relation with the operation of the forces of Alexandria, without but arriving at a sighting. 
Resulting indeed in breakthrough for a better exploration, it endured attack from part of an 
opposing airplane that launch to it against two bombs that they provoked to light damages to 
the resistant hull. The next day the 14th the Smg Zoea left the zone directing for return to 
base. 

Five submarines would have had to replace, towards the middle of July '40, the four 
previously in ambush in waters comprised between Crete and the African coast. The Smg 
Bagnolini and Giuliani had to take to position respective 50 miles approximately to south of 
Gaudo and 20 miles to NE of Derna, reconstituting to the about the obstruction previously 
formed by the Smg Smeraldo and Lafolé. The Smg Balilla and Toli they had to line up astride 
the director Alessandria-Cape Krio (Crete) in position to south of Crete spaces out you of 70 
miles from the other and finally the Smg Fisalia it had to move 50 miles to north of the gulf 
of Sollum. Of these 5 boats, only 3 succeeded to complete their mission (Smg Bagnolini, 
Giuliani and Toli) while the others 2 (Smg Balilla and Fisalia) for various reasons were 
prevented. Balilla in fact, left 12 July from Brindisi, broke off the mission shortly before 
reaching the zone for disease of the Commander, returning the 19th successive to base. The 
Fisalia (Ten. Vasc. Girolamo Acunto), left from Tobruk the 12th, shortly before reaching the 
zone of ambush north of the gulf of Sollum, disabled in the operation of systematic search 
from part of 3 adversary light units that, characterized it, they were subjected to intense 
bombardment arousing such damage give to force it to return to base the 13th successive. 

The Smg Bagnolini, Giuliani and Toti instead carried out ambush in the previewed 
zones, the first two from the 15th to the 24th and the third from the 19th to 24 July, without 
events of note. Only the Smg Giuliani (Cap. Corv. Bruno Zelik) in navigation of return to 
Taranto the 27 July at 02:00 hours approximately, 35 miles to south of Cape 
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S. Maria of Leuca, sighted with beta zero and at a close distance a large submarine. In the 
doubt it could be the cut up Bagnolini, while it in navigation of return to base, Giuiiani it was 
redeemed in immersion after to have been made sighting of the launch of a torpedo from part 
of the sighted unit. 

The returning to base the Smg Bagnolini, Giuliani and Tali, three other boats 
deployed in third week of July in the eastern Mediterranean to about the Alessandria-Cape 
Littinos axis (Cretan south coast): the Smg Speri in a zone 120 miles for NW of Alexandria, 
zone patrolled already at the beginning of the month by the Smg Beilul; the Smg Mameli to 
the center of Alessandria-Cape Littinos axis and the Smg Narvalo in waters before southern 
Cretan coast comprised between Cape Littinos and the Gaidaro island. 

The three boats held the ambush until to 5 August successive. While the Smg Speri 
and Narvalo they had no occasion to carry out sights, the Smg Mameli (Cap. Corv. Nicola 
Maiorana) achieved success. Already in transfer navigation on 24 July at 02:00 hours 
approximately in Ionian, had sighted a large fast steamboat with route towards Malta that it 
had tried to attack with the gun without however to succeed to stop it. Reached in zone at 
23:20 of 1 August sighted, in lat. 33° 50' N and long. 26° 35' E, a steamboat of medium 
tonnage direct towards the Egyptian ports. Begun the attack, it launch at 00:50 hours of the 
2nd, at very close distance, two torpedoes and subsequently a third that the steamboat 
avoided with maneuver. Begun then the shooting with the gun it succeeded to immobilize the 
cargo vessel being forced it to disembark the crew on life boats, after which it sank it by 
cannonade and with launch of another two torpedoes. It was be a matter of the Greek 
steamboat Raula of 1.044 tsl in the service of the English, it sunk in lat. 34° 06' N and long. 
26° 36' E. 

A fourth submarine, the Anfitrite, patrolled from 27 July to 5 August the zone 90 
miles approximately to the SW of Cape Krio (Crete) without to find movements of opposing 
units. 

A fifth submarine, Serpente, that had left Taranto the 22 July, would have had to take 
position to north of the gulf of Sollum approximately in the zone already patrolled previously 
by the Fisalia, but serious failure of a electric motor it forced it to interrupt the transfer in 
zone return to base the 28th successive. 
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The accesses to the Aegean they were lays a trap in the month of July' 40 at first 
by the Smg Zaffiro until to 8 July (see page. 58) and subsequently, from the 26 July to 5 
August, still by the Smg Zaffiro that took position in the Scarpanto-Rodi channel and by 
the Smg Squalo that in same period (26 July -5 August) operated between Kupho island 
(Crete) and Cape Prassonisi (Scarpanto). 

The surveillance of neutral cargo vessel traffic and the interception of eventual 
enemy traffic in Aegean was entrusted to the Smg Delfino and Ametista that patrolled the 
zone of Channel of Doro and the accesses to this channel for origins from the N and NE, 
respective from the 16 to the 21 July and from the 25 July to 5 August successive. On 18 
July at 01:00 hours the Smg Delfino (Ten. Vasc. Giuseppe Aicardi) it sighted, in the 
zone, a launch of a torpedo from part of a presumed adversary submersible that however 
it did not hit. Soon after, at 05:00 hours approximately, our unit while it was maneuvering 
in order to recognize a cargo vessel that turned out to be Greek, spotted the submarine 
that had shortly before attacked it, succeeding to carry out the launch of a torpedo. 
Having observed a high water column continuation from a strong explosion thought of to 
have hit the opposing boat. To part this action, was not found any by the Smg Delfino or 
by the Smg Amezrista traffic suspicion in zone. 

Finally the accesses to the western Aegean from, it is worth to say through the 
channels of Cerigo and Cerigotto, was watches in the course of the month of July by 3 
submarines that they were alternated in the ambushes. At first the Smg Jantina operated 
that patrolled mostly from 2 to 13 July on routes of access to channel of Cerigotto, 
finding by hydrophones in the afternoon of 8 July, movements of several warships of 
which it only succeeded to sight the masts to the horizon, movements that can be put in 
relation to already reported English operation in the Central Mediterranean and in the 
Ionian. The Smg Jantina was found in zone from the Smg Atropo that was returning to 
Taranto from Lero after to have completed a transport mission material. The Atropo it 
carried out the ambush from 17 to 25 July in waters comprised between Cape Malea 
(Morea) and Cape Spada (Crete), replaced in its turn by the Smg Corridoni that mission 
of transport material to Lero also and after returned to Taranto that stayed in zone until to 
the 27th. All these 3 boats did not carry out it sets in action. 
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Altogether, in the month of July 40 they were executed in the three zones of the 
Mediterranean 65 missions, with tasks mostly offensive-exploratory, some of which 
continued until to the first days of August, with the employment of 54 boats, besides 7 
missions of ambush and antisubmarine search in national waters with employment of 5 
boats. The results achieved in the course of the attacks carried out, will consist in the 
sinking of a naval destroyer of 1,350 t and a total of 3 steamboats for 5,141 tsl, while 
between the units probably damaged can be numbers 2 naval destroyer and a submarine. 
Of the 59 boats employed it was not recorded any loss even if 4 of them received such 
damages, as a result of suffered hunting, to have to interrupt missions entrusted them. 

Analogous to the events in the June month, in which they were employed 97 boats 
that they totaled sinking assesses for 4,180 t of warships and 9,920 tsl of mercantile ship, 
in the month of July, 59 submarines they totaled sinking assesses for 1,350 t of warship 
and 5,141 tsl of mercantile ship. The modest relationship sinking-number submarines 
employ, obtained also in according to month of the conflict, proposed to the High 
Command of the Submarines to see again the problem the employment norms until then 
continuations. It was obvious that, although the lays a trap continues extended to more 
probable zones than transit of the realized enemy and with obstructions in kind static, the 
movements of the opposing forces had been in sufficient hindered. It is true that, 
especially in the western Mediterranean, had been assigned to a single submarines much 
too immense zones of patrolling, not succeeding to realize in a singly case, a 
concentration of offense in the time and in the place. In the successive month of August 
reached to a various employment of the deployed underwater units, in the maximum part 
of the cases, only in occasion of previewed movements of the enemy and in zones of 
obliged passage. Moreover to the units of the single obstructions it came ordered a 
director of search of the enemy. It was stretched therefore to abandon the concept of 
static alignment orienting towards that shape of employment that, in the course of the 
conflict, it will become the employment maneuvered of groups of submarines. It will be 
also experienced like other shape of employment the cruise of a single submarine along 
the more probable lines of movement of the traffic enemy, especially in the 
unconventional zones of the Mediterranean, 
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with every day movements of the submarine of the order of the 100 miles and with short 
pauses before to the more important ports. Shape of employment that however it will not be 
demonstrated, as we will see now, profitable. 


3. - MONTH OF AUGUST 1940. 


In the month of August no submarine carried out missions in the zone A of the 
Mediterranean (see map n. 5). Only 2 missions of protective ambush were had mostly 
antisubmarine in the Liguria gulf, carried out by the Smg H 2 and H 6 that they patrolled 
those waters from the 6 to 10 August. 

Instead in the more western part of the B zone, they were carries out 4 ambushes. At 
first by 3 submarines: Gondar, Ascianghi and Marcello, that patrolled from the 5 to 16 
August the zones respective comprised between the meridian of Gibraltar and the meridian of 
Cape Quillates, between this last and meridian of Cape de Gata, and finally between the 
meridian of Cape de Gata the and axis Cape Palos-Cape Ferrat, that is all the zone of sea 
comprised between the Spanish and the Moroccan coast. Given the great amplitude of the 
zones it had been prescribed, in the operations order of the single submarines, than the 
ambush it had to be held mostly around the 360 parallel, common to the three zones. None of 
the 3 submarines found movements of opposing units. In truth in first days of the month of 
August 1940 it was carried out in the western Mediterranean, from part British, the operation 
"Hurry", understood to reinforce the aerial defense of Malta with the launch from aircraft 
carriers of 14 aircrafts of the type "Hurricane" and "Skuas". To the need the Force H of 
Gibraltar, in the meantime reinforced and composed from | battle cruiser, 2 battleships, 2 
aircraft carriers, 2 light cruisers and many naval destroyers, the sea the morning of 31 July 
taken directed to the east in order to carry itself to about on meridian 70 and (the meridian of 
Philippeville) where it would have catapulted the aircraft that in flight had therefore to reach 
Malta. At the same time to this main operation two operations were previewed a diversionary 
one of aerial attack against the airfields of the zone of Cagliari, lead from aircraft embarks on 
one aircraft carriers, and one incursion of deceit in waters of the Baleari. The fleet of 
Gibraltar, 
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attacked by the Italian air forces the afternoon of 1 August, without moreover to receive 
serious damages, acquitted the task assigned them morning of 2 August, directing therefore 
for the return to Gibraltar where it arrived in the first hours of 4 August, two days before the 
arrival of fours submarines in the respective zones. Of other part, these last ones had 
replaced, to leave from 5 August, the Smg Aradam, Alagi and Mocenigo which, also having 
found by the hydrophones the movements of the opposing units, they were not resolutions to 
carry itself at a distance of sighting. 

The Smg Gondar, Ascianghi and Marcello they were found only by the submarine, 
Smg Bianchi (CAP Corv. Adalberto Giovannini) that patrolled from 17 August to the 
successive 3 September the zone comprised between the meridian of Gibraltar and the axis of 
Cape de Gata - Alboran - Cape Tres Forcas, and extended between the Spanish and the 
Moroccan coast. This boat achieved success the morning of 25 August when, at 
approximately 34 miles to the east of Gibraltar, sighted a unit of outer vigilance of small 
tonnage. Beginning the attack, it launch at 06:03 hours from very close distance, two torpedo 
redeeming itself therefore in immersion, finding clearly the explosion of the weapons. 

Come to acquaintance of the sortie of the H Force directed to the east, without 
however to know the true dictates purposes of sortie, the High Command of Submarines had 
predisposed, to leave from the day 1 August, consisting of a obstruction composed from 7 
submarines in waters to north of Cape Bougaroni (to about on the meridian 6° 20' E) until to 
a depth of 70 miles from it. The 7 boats turned out line up on two lines for meridian of which 
on one 3 boats: Smg Sciré, Argo and Neghelli and on one 4 boats: Smg Turchese, Medusa, 
Axum and Diaspro. The lines they were distanced of 10 miles and on each line the boats were 
spaced out of 20 miles between them. The brought important innovation in the operations 
order of the single submarines it consisted in the fact that four units of the obstruction more 
to the east, reaching a point to begin the ambush, had to begin nocturnal search moving 
themselves on the surface for parallel of approximately 120 miles therefore head of the boats 
of the second diurnal alignment and carrying out ambush in immersion in the point reached at 
dawn. The boats according to the alignment would instead have carried out ambush in the 
assigned point, hanging parallel. Carried out the search to the about the meridian 4° E, the 4 
submarines of first obstruction 
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they had to return originally on the assigned ambush point. The sure cover of one had 
therefore to be realized covering a width of 60 miles and extended beyond 100 miles, in 
which it was believed would have had to run into the opposing surface forces in case they 
had been pushed until to waters of the island the Galite with routes enough near the Algerian 
coast. Not having made some sight, the day of 4 August Maricosom ordered the return of the 
submarines, canceling however the order the successive day and making them to return to 
their beginning points of ambush. Of the 7 boats, the only the Medusa it had to interrupt the 
mission the evening of the 2nd for disadvantages to several equipment aboard, replaced in its 
position by the Smg Diaspro that therefore left detection the northern part of the obstruction. 
This, to leave but from the 7th, was garrisoned by the Smg Manara that taken position on 
meridian of Cape Carbon with the task to carry out nocturnal searches for parallel towards 
the west concurring therefore the reconstitution of the obstruction. None of the submarines 
found movement of opposing units, while it is known from British documentation, than the 
Force H was pushed until to meridian 7° 20' E it is worth to say beyond the beginning 
alignment of ours submarines that were comprised between the meridians 6°20' E and 6°30' 
E. It must obviously to think that the H Force has covered the morning of 2 August, in its 
incursion towards the east, routes much more to north of the zone of the submarines avoiding 
therefore the encounter with them. 

Our units, although that Force H had returned already by 4 August to Gibraltar, they 
remained in ambush until the 9th after that were recalled to the bases. To remember that the 
evening of the 5th, at 18:30 hours, while the Smg Neghelli (Ten. Vasc. Carlo Ferracuti) was 
returning to its original point of ambush, came made sighting, west of point Asinara, of the 
launch from part of an opposing submarine of one salvo of torpedoes that were avoided by 
maneuver. 

No other offensive mission were completed in zone B in the course of the month. 

In relation instead to one emphasized opposing underwater activity along our coasts, 
several mostly antisubmarine protecting missions were carried out in the gulf of Taranto. The 
submarines participated were the Dagabur, Tarantini and Ambra that they carried out 
respective: the Smg Dagabur one mission, on 6 August; 
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the Smg Tarantini two missions, on 10 and 17 August; and the Smg Ambra five missions on 
20, 22, 25, 28 and 29 August. 

As in the other Mediterranean zones, also in zone C our underwater activity in the 
month of August was not the very intense also since movements of the Mediterranean Fleet 
of Alexandria (offensive cruise in Aegean from part of the Force A composed from 3 cruisers 
and 4 destroyers and cruise towards the central Mediterranean them from part of composed B 
Force of 2 battleships, 1 aircraft carrier and 8 destroyers) had been carried out in the first two 
days of the month, in coincidence with the operation "Hurry" by the Force H of Gibraltar, in 
order to give us the impression of a general movement of forces towards the central 
Mediterranean. The movements of the Mediterranean Fleet were not however found, as 
already it has been stated, from any of our submarines that were in ambush in that period in 
the eastern Mediterranean and in the Aegean. 

Our underwater activity in zone C of the Mediterranean in the month of August was 
limited therefore to six offensive ambushes; two offensive-exploratory cruises; one mission 
of mine laying in the center-eastern Mediterranean and to seven offensives ambushes in the 
Aegean and accesses to this sea. 

The Smg Settembrini (Cap. Corv. Alcide Bardi) patrolled from the 7 to 16 August 
one zone 60 miles west of the channel of Cerigotto. Not hardly reached in zone, the morning 
of the 7th, at 05:00 hours approximately, sighted being in surface two naval destroyer against 
which movements to attack. Forced to take immersion in its turn in order not to be sighted, it 
continued the attack and it launch. in spite of the poor visibility in the zone, a torpedo without 
to obtain positive results. 

The waters to SW of Crete comprised between the parallel of Gaudo, the coast of the 
island and the meridian of Cerigotto they were patrolled at first from the Smg Dessié, from 8 
to 16 August, and subsequently by the Smg Des Geneys from 17 August to 4 September. 
Both these boats did not realize success although the Sm Dessié (Cap. Corv. Fausto Sestini) 
on the evening of 13 August had sighted, being on the surface, a fast transport directed to the 
east. Also having begun endured the attack in the maximum surface speed allowed, it did not 
succeed to carry itself to the launch for the strong distance and the unfavorable beta of sight. 
The Smg Des Geneys (Cap. Corv. Antonio Cuzzaniti) came to find itself, the evening of 3 
September, on 
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direction of march of the units of the Mediterranean Fleet that operated, from 30 August 
to the 6 September, in the central-eastern Mediterranean with light forces heading to the 
Aegean, concurred with passage of reinforces from Gibraltar to Alexandria 
(operation"Hats") and with passage of convoys from Alexandria to Malta. Our 
submarine, that it had sighted at 15:30 hours of the 3 enemy forces in position very 
favorable, it was forced to redeem itself for the approached of the opposing formation 
which it defiladed on its vertical blocking of his every action. 

The waters to south of Crete they were laid a trap at first from the Smg Tembien, 
that it carried out ambush from | to 6 August, 30 miles to north of Bardia without to find 
anything of important and, subsequently, by the Smg Naiade and Baililla that patrolled 
between 10 and 16 August the center zone, without to carry out sights of note. 

The waters gravitate round Alexandria, where in the course of previous missions it was 
be found an intense sea and air antisubmarine vigilance that was dissuading against a 
constant patrolling, was equally object of incursions of ours underwater forces. In fact, in 
the night on 12 August the Smg Micca (Cap. Freg. Alberto Ginocchio) carried out laying 
of one obstruction of mines, 23 miles to NW of Alexandria. The obstruction, composed 
from 40 weapons, had a guideline for parallel with beginning in the point of lat. 31° 22'N 
and long. 29° 27' E. Carried out the obstruction, zone the submarine took ambush in at 90 
miles for the north-west from Alexandria. Arriving here the successive 14th, sighted in 
the early afternoon one section of naval destroyer in obvious systematic antisubmarine 
search. The Italian unit movements however to attack although the danger represented by 
contemporary aerial action from part of aircrafts. Lock outs the distances, at 13:58 hours 
a launch from very short distance, 800 meters approximately, a stern torpedo against the 
second destroyer of the section, redeeming itself therefore in depth. After 40 second from 
the launch, it heard one most violent explosion for which it thought to have hit the target, 
also because of the successive hunting, suffered after some minute from the action, 
confirmed that it was lead from one single unit. 

As above indicated, in the month of August '40 came more executed from part of 
submersible the cruises along probable lines of movement of the enemy. In consequence, 
on 14 August 
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the Smg Sciesa and Dagabur left from Augusta from Messina 18 August, and Smg Da 
Procida in order to carry out cruises in the eastern Mediterranean, with every day 
movement of the order of the 100 miles sailing according to the prearranged. The Smg 
Sciesa cruise had to carry out along the African coasts arriving until to the meridian of 
Alexandria. Because of the above mentioned failure not repairable at sea, it was forced to 
interrupt mission on the 16th successive, returning to Brindisi. The Smg Dagabur, after 
to having patrolled along the median line of the center-eastern Mediterranean, with little 
on the Malta-Haifa axis, it had to be pushed until to 14 miles to the west of Giaffa and 
then to go back towards the north with coastal routes, until to 90 miles to south of Cape 
Greco (Cyprus). It had therefore to direct for return with routes for parallel patrolling in 
such a way the waters to the south of Cyprus. Although its long permanence in sea 
(approximately 24 days) being returned to base the successive 7 September, the Smg 
Dagabur it did not carry out sights of note. The Smg Da Procida, that it had left from 
Messina on the 18th, the parallel had instead to patrol the waters to along south Crete 34° 
carrying itself therefore to south of Cyprus in order to watch the movements from and 
towards the ports of this island. Although it had accused from the first days repeated 
disadvantages to the thermal engines, the submarine continued in its mission until to 28 
August returning therefore to Messina the successive 6 September, after more than 18 
days of cruise, without to have met enemy ship. This new shape of employment had not 
given, as we have seen, hoped for results. Also because conditioned from a uncertain 
operating possibility in a zone where the enemy traffic was of modest entity. 

Also during the August month the accesses to the Aegean through the channel of 
Caso and the channel of Scarpanto was patrolled from our submarines. From 5 to 16 
August, in fact, Smg Jalea taken ambush in the channel of Scarpanto, while the Smg 
Velella and Millelire they watched the channel of Caso respective from 20 to 25 August 
and from 19 August to successive 4 September. In particular the Smg Velella it had also 
the task to carry out two lines of sounds, to the almost on the axis Cape Sideroisola Caso, 
for eventual offensive actions of mine laying. In the course of this mission, the night on 
the 21st, the Velella sighted in proximity of Cape Sidero, unfavorable conditions however 
fort he attack, one enemy light unit. 
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In waters of the Aegean, finally, 4 our submarines operated in the August month. The 
Smg Gemma it carried out, between 7 and 16 August, a cruise along the northern Cretan coasts, 
from Cape Spada to Cape Sidero, executing recognitions in several of the coastal anchorages. The 
Smg Jantina operated instead from 17 to 31 August between Cape Sidero (Crete) and the Cicladi 
islands for the control of the routes directed from and for channel of Caso. Both these boats 
returned to the bases without to have carried out actions. 

The North part of the Aegean and particularly the channel of Doro was patrolled by the 
Smg Tricheco from the 6 to 16 August, and from the Smg Delfino that between 14 and 17 August 
carried out a recognition to along the coasts between the Cicladi islands understanding to 
characterize suspicious traffic to favor the adversary. 

To complete the examination of offensive missions carried out in the course of the month 
of August in the three zones Mediterranean and of those, with mostly antisubmarine tasks, carried 
out in metropolitan waters of, it is necessary to point out to 2 material missions transport 
completed by the Smg Atropo and Foca and one special mission carried out from the Smg Iride. 

The necessity to re-supply the base of Lero of various materials as well as provisions for 
the submarines located there, they imposed the shipment from Taranto of the Smg Foca that, left 
with the previewed cargo 27 August, the arrived at Lero 1 September in order to arrive the 10th 
successive with various materials and supplies. The submarine retuned to Taranto on the 15th. 

Similarly, other material of first necessity for the base of Rhodes, headquarters of the 
Armed Forces Command of the Aegean, it was sent by means of the Smg Atropo that, left from 
Taranto 27 August, reached Rhodes the 10 September continuing therefore, carried out 
unloading, for Lero where arrived the successive of the 3rd. Returned to Taranto by this boat 
happened 14 September without disadvantages. 

The Smg /ride (Ten. Vasc. Francisco Brunetti) already for a month under the directed 
command of Supermarina, she had left Messina 16 August in order to carry out the first action 
with means special of onslaught (slow-running torpedo calles "pigs") against Alexandria. The 
Morning of the 21st the submarine reached in the anchorage of Menelao (gulf of Bomba), one 
modest inlet approximately 38 miles west of Tobruk, placing itself side by side to the unit 
support, the Tp Calipso, arrived there a few hours before. There also had been sent also the tanker 
Monte Gargano for the refueling of water 
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of the units. During the short pause at Menelao, previewed for the 21 and 22 August, the ride 
had to embark, loading them from the Tp Calipso, the four special equipment of onslaught and 
the operating relatively carrying out a subsequently short sortie with immersion to 30 meters for 
to verify the efficiency of the equipment. 

The inhospitality of the small gulf, situated in uninhabited desert zone and deprives of 
any equipment, sufficiently next to the objective, it had made it chosen for maintenance in secret, 
determining elements for the good resolution of the operation. 

The vicinity to the objective was then indispensable in how much the special means of 
onslaught were transport by the submarines, fixed on saddlebacks predisposed on the deck and 
not already in containers as subsequently it was realized. It achieved some necessity to embark 
the equipment in a point as close as possible to the objective in order to reduce the torment of the 
same ones deriving from navigation approach and in order to limit, for as much as possible, to the 
submersible conveyors the danger of a long permanence at sea when they could arrange the 
maximum share of immersion reduced to 30 meters. 

Departing the anchorage the morning of 22 August for the previewed tests, the submarine 
was attacked on surface at 12:00 hours approximately, while it headed for the pre-chosen point 
for the immersion, coming from 3 torpedo bombers with a wide maneuver to fan in the forward 
fields. In spite of the ready fire reaction of the machine-gunner, the Jride was hit to prow from a 
torpedo, and quickly strained to peak in a shoal of 14 meters, at the point to 1.5 miles for 85° 
from Ras Megara (gulf of Bomba). The others two torpedo bombers, unable to launch against the 
submarine by the counter-maneuver of this last one, carried out the launch of their weapons 
against the 2 surface ships in the inlet, succeeding to hit tanker Monte Gargano that also sank 
quickly. The violent reaction fire, conduct from the first sight of the airplane, by the Tp Calipso, 
it unfortunately did not prevent to the execution of the attack torpedo bomber especially against 
the tanker Monte Gargano also causing the discouragement of one of the 3 airplane that it was 
seen to fall into the sea on the disengagement route. 

The torpedoing of the Smg Jride happened in shallow waters and it determined the breach 
in two parts of the boat to forward of the conning tower, with the loss of nearly all the crew 
existing 
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in the flooded premises. Only 10 men, remained imprison in the not flooded stern torpedo 
room, they were still while still alive after the painful episode. To the rescue of these men 
languished, for approximately 30 hours, operating of special means, divers and naval 
means from the nearby base of Tobruk succeeding, after uncounted efforts, only to free 
and to save six of the men in as much as four in the meantime passed away in the escape 
attempts tried. 

The activity carried out from our forces underwater in the several Mediterranean 
zones, in the course of the month of August '40, it can therefore to synthesized: 29 
offensive-exploratory missions of which one also of mine laying; 10 missions of ambush 
and antisubmarine search in metropolitan waters of; 2 missions of material transport and 
1 special mission for incursion of onslaught. Altogether, therefore 42 missions with the 
engagement were carried out by 36 boats, and with following results: 3 attacks with the 
probable sinking of one unit of outer vigilance of 600 t, and the probable damaging of 1 
naval destroyer. 

The losses were limited to only the Smg Iride. 

Two submarines finally, for disadvantages to mechanical equipment of edge, did 
not carryout missions and were forced to return soon to their bases after to have taken to 
the sea. 
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Page 83 
Chapter II 
The ACTIVITY OF THE SUBMARINES 
FROM 9/1/40 TO 12/31/40 


1 - THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1940. 


In the forecast of Italian offensive on Libyan forehead (offensive that was 
delivered effectively between the 13 and the 16 September and that carried ours X Army 
on the line with Sidi el Barrani), the Mediterranean Fleet was remarkably reinforced in 
the first days of September 1940 with the consignment from Great Britain of a battleship, 
the Valiant, one aircraft carriers, the ///ustrious and of two a.a. cruisers Calcutta and 
Coventry. The passage of these forces from Gibraltar to Alexandria, carried out between 
30 August and the 5 September, goes framed in one more complex called operation 
"Hats" that involved the simultaneous movements is of the Force H of Gibraltar is of the 
Mediterranean Fleet of Alexandria. This last was useful sortie in order to carry out 
indirect escort of a convoy of 4 steamboats directed to Malta with materials and various 
supplies (see. Vol. IV - "the naval actions in the Mediterranean" -2nd Ed. 1970 - CAP 
VID. 

Come to acquaintance of the movements of the Force H directed towards the 
central Mediterranean, The High Command of the Submarines had predisposed one 
mobile obstruction of 4 boats: Smg Medusa - Diaspro - Alagi - Axum, in the waters to the 
south of the Sardinia (see map n. 6). The 4 boats arrived on 1 September on the 
obstruction line, comprised between Cape Spartivento and the isle of Galite, meridian 9° 
E, distances between them of 20 miles. 
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From this line they began, as previewed by the order of operation, a parallel search until 
to the meridian 6° E. None of these submarines sighted the opposing units. Only the Smg 
Diaspro, the morning of the Ist, sighted being on the surface, an enemy airplane that 
attacked it with the machine-guns forcing it to redeem itself in immersion. 

In truth Force H, subdivided in two large units (the Force B which force of 
support with a battleship, an aircraft carriers unit, a light cruiser and 12 destroyers and 
Force F constituted from the units destined to reinforce the Mediterranean Fleet), exited 
the morning as has been said from Gibraltar 30 August, was last to south of the Baleari 
heading subsequently at the gulf of Oristano, in order to have towards SE the morning of 
10 September directing for a point situated approximately 70 miles to north of Cape Bon, 
where at 22:00 hours the two units were separated. The unit constituted from the units 
destined to reinforce the Mediterranean Fleet directed for the passage of the channel of 
Sicily in order to reach the units of the fleet of Alexandria that waited to south of Malta, 
while the Force H directed for return to Gibraltar with routes this time much closer the 
African coast, subordinate to attacks of our aviation. 

From the British documentation it is found in fact that the morning of the Ist, 
while aerial units from the Ark Royal, the aircraft carrier unit of the group of 
reinforcements, returned aboard after carried out an incursion against airfields of Elmas 
(Sardinia), sighted 10 miles ahead to Force H a submarine that was subjected to attack. It 
was be a matter sure of the above cited Smg Diaspro which, with the Smg Medusa, 
constituted the northern part of the mobile obstruction. The search and preventive hunting 
of the Diaspro the British therefore detached two naval destroyer that in cooperation with 
some antisubmarine airplane removed from our boat, and indirectly also to the Smg 
Medusa, every possibility to attack the main forces. 

In case it had been possible to obtain precise information on the direction of 
march of the opposing forces that carried out the episode towards the west coasts of the 
Sardinia in the night of 1 September, before heading towards the SE, the High Command 
of the Submarines could have carried out the concentration of our 4 boats in waters to 
south of the Sardinia interrupting theirs quest towards the west. 
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It does not seem inopportune, to this point, to bring back how much integrally the 
commander of the Diaspro emphasized in his report of the mission referring to the attacks 
endured that it thought only lead from aerial units, rather than from sea and air units, as in 
truth it happened: 

"I propose that during the constituent ambushes obstructions of various units, the 
zone is searched carefully by our reconnaissance aircraft which can lighten the eventual 
hunting given to the units making to take part other air force. Beyond to that you would know 
in such a way if the obstruction has been uncovered from the enemy that it could advise the 
movement of the ambush points ". 

It is find in that occasion English thought to have characterized the Italian submarines 
while, as we have reported, had been lined up only 5 boats of which one, the Smg Bianchi, in 
waters near Gibraltar. 

With the exception of two successive missions carried out by the Smg Alagi and 
Medusa from 24 to 30 September, respective 40 miles to north of Philippeville and 30 miles 
approximately to north of Biserta, missions connected with suspected movements of units of 
area of Gibraltar, any other mission came carried out by our submarines in the western part of 
the zone B. Remember that Smg Medusa (Cap. Corv. Enzo Grossi) the morning of the 24th at 
11:45 hours approximately while it was sailing on the surface in order to reach the assigned 
zone, was attacked from an "Sunderland" type aircraft that, repeatedly hit by precise the 
shooting of the machine-gunner of our submarine, was seen going away losing height 
quickly. 

The waters of Malta were laid a trap practically by the single Smg Capponi (Ten. 
Vasc. Romeo Romei) that in a patrol to 4 September the zone 30 miles to SE of the isle. 
Another 2 submarines, the Durbo and the Berillo, that in the evening of the 2nd, in relation to 
the cited movements of the British forces, they had left Augusta in order to carry themselves 
respective to 70 and 85 miles to the east and SE of Malta in order to constitute an obstruction 
oriented for meridian on the probable route of access from SE to the isle, were recall to base 
on the 3rd successive. 

The Smg Capponi that, as we have said, it patrolled Maltese waters until to 4 
September, sighted the evening of the Ist, at 22:45 hours, a naval destroyer against which the 
movements to attack. Probably sighted in its turn of the opposing unit that the 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


86 
it counterattacked, was forced to redeem itself in immersion. The submarine endured 
subsequently, especially the day after, a hard hunting that thought lead from naval air units. 
In truth the Mediterranean Fleet, composed from 2 battleships, 1 heavy cruiser, 4 light 
cruisers and 13 naval destroyer, that they had left Alexandria in the first hours of 30 August 
for operation "Hats", arrived in waters south of Malta in the night on the 2 September to wait 
the arrival of the Force F. Therefore the sighting of our Capponi can be put in relation to the 
movements carries out from such forces. 

The waters of the central-eastern Mediterranean instead, especially those to the south 
of Crete , were the object in the month of September of the greater activity of our underwater 
forces that patrolled to them nearly without continuity solution. They came lined up at first, 
to about on the axis of the island Gaudo-Alexandria, 4 submarines: Nereide - Corallo - 
Sirena - Settimo, the distances between them of approximately 80 miles. Nearly at the same 
time another obstruction was predisposed along the Egyptians coasts, in waters comprised 
between Sidi el Barrani and Marsa Matruh, formed from the Smg Uarsciek and Ondina. 

The Smg Sirena - Settimo - Corallo took to position respective 210 and 140 miles for 
NW from Alexandria and 60 miles to the south of the isle of Gaidaro. The Sirena arrived in 
the ambush zone on | September followed by the Settimo on the 5th. They were assigned 
zones of patrolling approximately 100 miles wide and nearly adjacent. The Smg Corallo, that 
arrived in the ambush zone on 3 September, operated externally to the zone assigned to the 
Smg Sirena. The last boat to arrive at the alignment was the Nereide that arrived in zone, 20 
miles to south of Gaudo, on 7 September. in as much as from the Ist to the 4th, it had carried 
out an ambush 20 miles west of the islands of Cefalonia and Zante for control of the accesses 
to the gulf of Patrasso. 

These boats patrolled the zones assigned them until 18 September. The Smg Nereide 
sighted on the 13th, towards 22:00 hours at approximately 400 m. of distance, 3 naval 
destroyers sailing at high speed. Begun the attack it had to desist, redeeming itself in 
immersion, for the counter maneuver of a DD that had in its turn sighted it. The Smg Corallo 
(Cap. Corv. Loris Albanese) sighted on the 17th at 18:00 hours, in lat. 33° 34'N and long. 25° 
34'E, one naval formation with director of march towards Alexandria and 
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zigzagging, composed from one unit aircraft carrier "Illustrious" type a cruiser heavy and 
several naval destroyers. The greater units were disposed in line ahead with the DD of the 
escort on two lateral columns. Begun the attack in immersion, the Corallo launched at 18:30 
hours the forward two torpedo against the aircraft carriers unit - distance to the launch on the 
1,500 meters - redeeming itself therefore in depth in order not to be rammed from a destroyer 
of the escort. They were clearly heard, after 75 seconds from the launch, two vary strong 
explosions from those determining from the antisubmarine hunting which the submarine 
came subordinate for approximately three hours and that it caused remarkable damages 
without however jeopardized operating efficiency of the boat. At the surfacing executed after 
the suffering intense hunting, the 2nd Officer in was hurled in to the sea and in the dark for 
anticipated impromptu opening of the hatch of the conning tower caused of the strong 
internal pressure due to the maneuvers the air carried out during the immersion in silent 
order. 

Same day 17 the Smg Settimo that patrolled more approximately 100 miles towards 
Alexandria, sighted two destroyers that it tried to attack without success in as far as her turn 
located by the opposing units. 

The above cited sights of the two submarines can be reconnect to an incursion that 
English naval forces of Alexandria carried out in mid September '40 towards the central 
Mediterranean. In fact the night of the 15th a naval force composed by the aircraft carrier 
Illustrious, by the battleship Valiant and from 7 destroyers left Alexandria directed west in 
order to combine itself, in the night on the 16 September to the west of Crete with the 3rd 
Division Cruisers that already operated in those waters. The goal of the mission was the 
bombing, from part of the aircraft of the Illustrious, the port of Benghazi. The foretold force, 
arrived the evening of the 16th at 21:00 hours to 100 miles to north of Benghazi, made to fly 
off the aircraft that, being useful for a clear lunar night, they carried out is the bombing of the 
port is the mining of its routes of access. Because of these actions sank, with aerial bombs, 
our DD Borea and, for collision against a mine, the DD Aquilone. Carried out foretold action, 
the opposing units directed returned to Alexandria and, in the night of the 17th, 1 cruiser and 
2 naval destroyer were detached in order to execute the bombardment of the port of Bardia. 
The cruiser, that then turned out to be the Kent, but before arriving at the previewed point 
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for beginning of the bombing it was attacked by two of our torpedo bombers that succeeded 
to hit it with a torpedo damaging it in serious way. The Kent succeeded however to reach 
Alexandria the 19th successive under tow of a naval destroyer. The action carried out by the 
Smg Corallo the evening of the 17th had been lead, like correctly appreciated, against a 
aircraft carrier (the Illustrious) and a battleship (the Valiant, exchanged for a heavy cruiser) 
escorted by numerous naval destroyers. Of this action however confirmation in the British 
official documentation is not had for which it would have to be excluded that the Ilustrious 
has been hit and damaged. 

While it was still in action the alignment of the our 4 boats on the Gaudo-Alexandria 
line, another 2 submarines, the Smg Uarsciek and Ondina, took to position along the 
Egyptians coasts. The Smg Uarsciek in ambush according to director for meridian until to 50 
miles from the coast until the altitude of Ras Uleima; the Smg Ondina until the altitude of 
Tobruk. The Smg Uarsciek (Ten. Vasc. Carlo Zanchi), that had arrived in the assigned zone 
on 13 September, he remained until to the 20th successive completing his mission in 
precarious conditions in that, for a damage to the automatic maneuver of the equipment for 
silent order "Rovetta", had many poisoned members of the crew from mercury vapors. The 
boat rather than returning to Taranto, its line of departure, therefore was forced to direct on 
Benghazi where disembarked to all the crew for hospital shelter. The Smg Ondina patrolled 
instead from the 14 to 18 September without carrying out sights of note while it found intense 
systematic antisubmarine search. 

The returns to the respective oboe sited bases the 6 submarines, another 6 took 
position in the central-eastern Mediterranean. The Smg Mameli - Tembien - Colonna and 
Berillo lined up, oriented, on a strip of medium distance of 40 miles from the coast and that 
from the meridian of Benghazi, where it had taken to ambush the Smg Mameli, arrived until 
to the meridian of Ras Uleima, where had taken to ambush the Smg Berillo. The Smg 
Tembien and Colonna deployed respectively to the north of Ras Aamer and Tobruk. Worthy 
of mention the fact that the Colonna, during transfer navigation, the evening of the 19th at the 
heights of Navarrino had been spotted, without consequences, to the launch of torpedo from 
part of an enemy submarine. 
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The first 3 boats of this alignment, operated from the 23 September to 6 October, 
did not make sights even though the 29 September the fleet of Alexandria composed of 1 
aircraft carriers, 2 battleships, 5 cruisers and the naval destroyer, had taken the sea for a 
operation called "MB5" that had the goal to transport various materials and personal from 
Egypt to Malta. The director of march of this naval force turned out in fact distant 
regarding the alignment of the first three of our boats deployed along the coasts of the 
Cirenaica. Only the Smg Bervillo (Ten. Vasc. Camillo Milesi Ferretti), that on the 21st had 
taken to ambush 30 miles to north of Ras Uleima and had been moved, the evening of the 
29th, 60 miles to north of the previous point for the eventual interception of the opposing 
forces, sighted at 03:00 hours of the 2nd to a distance of 4,000 meters, two naval 
destroyers British with route towards Alexandria. Although in disabled conditions of 
efficiency caused from the defective operation of the thermal engines, the Berillo directed 
to the attack with the electric motors. Reached 800 meters of distance from the leading 
naval destroyer it launch first a torpedo and soon after another two that passed under the 
target. Spotted from the opposing units and the under to the shooting of artilleries, the 
submarine were forced to redeem itself in immersion. Subordinate to intense 
antisubmarine hunting the Berillo received serious damages to the resistant hull with 
water infiltrations in the boat for which, at 05:30 hours, it was decided to surface and 
engage with the gun the opposing units. Disabled to use the piece remained unloaded 
from the concussion of the underwater explosions and subordinate to the shooting of guns 
and machine-gunner of the two naval destroyer, shooting that caused the death of two 
men, the submarine came scuttled by the crew in the approximate point lat. 33°10'N and 
long. 26°24'E. The two naval destroyer British, that they turned out to be the DD Havock 
and Hasty, retrieved 45 men of the crew. 

In waters immediately to the south of Crete in the mean time had taken position, 
to begin from 22 September, the Smg Serpente (that it had found the Smg Nereide in the 
zone approximately 25 miles to south of Gaudo) and the Smg Ambra in ambush 60 miles 
more to the east, to about on the meridian 26°E. Both these submarines ran into the 
systematic antisubmarine search conduct by the light of the force of Alexandria. In 
particular, 
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the Smg Serpente came made sign on 1 October to a repeated launch of depth bombs that 
the caused, among the other damage, unloading of the air vents of the double bottoms for 
which it was forced to leave the zone on the 2nd, returning subsequently to base. The 
Smg Ambra left ambush on 8 October without to have carried out actions. To remember 
that the Smg Serpente, during transfer navigation, sighted the evening of the 19 
September at 20:30 hours, 60 miles to south of Santa Maria di Leuca, a submarine against 
which it launch, the at a distance of 800 meters, three torpedo only finding explosion of 
the third weapon while the opposing boat was being redeemed in immersion. 

In the Aegean zones struck by our submarines in the September month were 
mostly those comprised between Cape Malea, Cape Sparta and Cape Sidero, along that is 
the northern Cretan coast, in consideration of the opposing traffic that knew in action 
between the ports Egyptians, Crete and Pireo. Between Cape Malea and Cape Sparta the 
Smg Beilul, replaced in operated from 17 to 20 September the on the 21st by the Smg 
Delfino that patrolled those waters until to the 25 September; while between Cape Spada 
and Cape Sidero, from 17 to 25 September, the Smg Squalo and Narvalo operated, first 
gravitating mostly in the waters before the port of the Canea and the second on the 
origins from the strait of Caso. All these boats returned to their base of Lero without to 
have carried out sights of note. Subsequently the Smg Beilul, in the course of the transfer 
from begun Lero to Naples on 27 September, carried out ambush on the 30th and 1 
October, in a zone 20 miles to south of Zante in relation to already cited movements of 
the forces of Alexandria in the central Mediterranean and in the Ionian. 

Beyond the above-mentioned having missions offensive-exploration tasks there 
was carried out mostly in waters to south of the Sardinia and in those comprised between 
Crete and the Libyan-Egyptian coast, were executed in the course of the month, 4 
missions of antisubmarine protective ambush in metropolitan waters of and 2 special 
incursion missions for transport. They participated to the antisubmarine missions the Smg 
Topazio -Serpente -Lafolé and Zoea which patrolled waters of the gulf of Taranto 
respective in the nights on the 5, 13, 21 and 23 September. 
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Partenza di un Smg per missione di guerra in Mediterraneo. 
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The two special missions for the transport of means of assault were carried out by the Smg 
Gondar and Sciré that had from time little completed a period of work of review and 
systemizing in covered of special containers cylindrical actions to preserve in navigations 
with the objective approach the delicate equipment of the slow-running torpedo, with the 
obvious advantages that this possibility involved. 

The Smg Gondar (Ten. Vasc. Francisco Brunetti) left La Spezia the 21 September 
with the task to try again the incursion against the naval base of Alexandria, failed in the first 
attempt conducted by the /ride. The evening of the 23rd the submarine reached Messina 
stopped until dawn of the successive day in order to embark in secrecy all a group of 
operating where of special means; in total, 6 Officer, 1 Non-commissioned officer and 3 
divers (see. Vol. XIV "the means d'assalto"). 

Leaving again on the 25th, the Gondar directed with hidden navigation to the vicinity 
of Alexandria, objective of the mission. The sortie in forces of the fleet of Alexandria for 
operation "MB5" begun in the night on the 29th, forced the Supermarina however to order to 
the Gondar, the evening of the same day of the 29th, to go to Tobruk - locality that the boat 
had already surpassed in its navigation of approach to the objective - in order to attend a new 
favorable occasion. 

Towards 20:30 hours of such day, while in surface directed on Tobruk, the Gondar 
sighted ahead, at 1500 meters of distance, an enemy unit from which it was redeemed by 
divining, in compliance to orders received to abstain itself from whichever attack. Reached 
80 meters of depth, the Gondar was centered from the first "package" of bombs that 
provoked to series damages aboard and water ways, especially from the sheaths of the 
propellers axes, as well as the partial flooding of the containers of special means. 

In the course of the night other surface units joined those before causing further and 
more and more serious damages to our boat. After 14 hours of violent bombardment the 
morning of the 30th, at 08:30 hours, the Gondar was forced surface and to scuttle. Point of 
sinking lat. 32° 02'N and long. 27°54'E, 110 miles for 300° from the beacon of Alexandria. 
The complete crew was retrieved from the British units with the exception of a member 
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that, hurt to continuation of the aerial bombs explosion launched when the boat was 
already in phase of sinking, disappearing under the sea. Spotting the Gondar it had been 
the DD Stuart that sailed with the light forces of Alexandria, was heading in order to 
return in port because of troubles to the boilers. 

The Sm. Sciré (Cap. Corv. Bourgeois Valerio) left La Spezia on 24 September for 
a special means of assault mission against Gibraltar. The action had to be carried out, for 
as much as possible, at the same time to that one planned against Alexandria. The 
evening of the 29th, arrived in proximity of the strait, the Sciré received order from 
Supermarina to suspend the mission and to return to base in as much as the greater units 
of the H Force did not turn out to be in port. In truth, after operation "Hats" - that as it has 
been seen was carried out between 30 August and the 3 September - the bulk of Force H 
of Gibraltar had left the Mediterranean in order to operate in the Atlantic. 

Altogether underwater activity carried out in the course of the month of 
September involved the employment of 27 submarines that carried out 32 individual 
missions therefore: 26 of offensive exploratory ambush; 4 of protective ambush with 
antisubmarine tasks; 2 for transport of mean of assault. 

During this month was carries out probably only three attacks with launch of 8 
torpedo with negative outcome; an enemy airplane was presumably shot down. 

In the course of the cited 32 missions, 2 boats had such damages to disable 
efficacy seriously of the unit: the Smg Serpente, because of extended antisubmarine 
hunting; the Smg Uarsciek for defective operation of equipment aboard. You will endure, 
for against, the loss by enemy action of 2 submarines, the Gondar and the Berillo, also 
being itself finally lost on 2 October, that is in the first days of the successive month to 
that one taken in consideration. 

In the examination of the activity carried out from our submarines in the 
September 1940, holding present the intensity of activity of the opposing naval forces and 
especially in that one carried out in the eastern basin of the Mediterranean, can be stated 
as, in the greater part of the cases, our submarines, than also they had been lines up to 
you in zones of expectable passage of the opposing forces, 
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they could not be timely centralized , directed and protected. 

The cause before this phenomenon goes exactly searched in the insufficient aerial 
reconnaissance that did not allow, with timely information, to concentrate in useful time 
and in the more suitable zone the mass of our underwater units. This serious "handicap" 
forced the Supreme Command to disperse to the boats in an immense area much with 
consequent insufficient probability to of interception of the enemy and impose a onerous 
toll. The lack of "aerial cover" yields still more effective and moreover frightening the 
opposing antisubmarine device. 


2. - MONTH OF OCTOBER 1940. 


The temporary removal of H Force from the Mediterranean, after the realization 
of the operation "Hats", concurred to limit to the maximum employment of underwater 
units in the western basin. In such a way also in the course of the month of October such 
field came held nearly totally undefended and in the more western part of the B zone only 
the Smg Durbo and Latolé operated. (see map n. 7). 

The Smg Durbo (Ten. Vasc. Armando Acanfora) patrolled from the 12 to 18 
October a zone comprised between the parallel 36°10'N and the Spanish coast, delimited 
from the meridians of Malaga and Almeria. 

The morning of the 18th, at 10:00 hours approximately, the submarine was 
located 65 miles to the east of the Strait by a marked reconnaissance aircraft and a naval 
unit in antisubmarine patrolling. The hunting which the Durbo was subordinate provoked 
endured some damages aboard of the unit. When then in the afternoon another naval unit 
took part in the operation, the precision and the violence of the attacks without pause, 
determined further serious damages, for which at 21,30 hours approximately, exhausting 
every reserve of air, the submarine was forced to emerge. Disabled to employ the gun, 
rendered inefficient from the explosions of the bombs, the submarine was scuttled in lat. 
35°54'N and long. 04°17'W. The two British units that of it provoked the loss turned out 
to be the DD Firedrake and Wrestler, that they supplied to the recovery of the 46 men of 
crew. 
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The Smg Lafolé (Ten. Vasc. Pietro Riccomini) arrived on 15 October in the assigned 
zone, next to that one of the Durbo, comprised between the 35" 40' N parallel and the 
Moroccan coast and delimited from the meridians of Cape Ouillates and the Cape of the 
Agua. In the first six days of patrolling the submarine did not carry out any sights. On the 
20th towards 11:00 hours, 12 miles to north of Cape Tres Forcas, found two light units in 
antisubmarine systematic search, against which it began the attack in immersion. 
Reached at a close distance from the first destroyer (500 meters approximately) launch a 
stern torpedo redeeming itself therefore in depth. Endured precise subordinate to and 
intense antisubmarine hunting, the Lafolé was framed from the first salvo of bombs, the 
explosion of which determined most serious damages aboard among which the 
deformation of the propeller shifts, the non-utilization of the electric motors and the order 
of the water pumps and some ways that jeopardized the order in immersion of the boat. 
Although imposable to maneuver and the precariousness of its situation, the submarine 
supported for seven long hours the precise, violent bombardment of the enemy units, 
executing wide oscillations in depth (due to the difficulty of being able to regulate the 
order) in the course of which found many times to having to come breakthrough. 
Emerged with the turret during one of these oscillations, at 18:30 hours it was quickly 
rammed and sunk with loss nearly all the crew, including the commander. The 2nd 
Officer and 8 members of the crew, than in the course of the final breakthrough was 
maneuvering the hatch of the turret in order to lighten the excessive of air pressure 
created in the interior of the submarine, was projected outside and subsequently 
recovered by the British DD Gallant, Hotspur and Griffin. 

In zone C instead the intense activity of our submarines was taken place that 
unfortunately coincided with the movements do not carried out by the opposing forces. In 
fact, as previously said, to the end of the month of September the alignment of our 6 
boats in waters comprised between Crete and the coast Cirenaican had assured a sure 
cover of the zone until 6 October. The Ambra, last submarine of the group, had to leave 
ambush to south of Gaidaro on the 8th. 

On 16 October successive, with the arrival in zone of the Smg Bandiera - 
Santarosa - Speri - Ascianghi - Topazio - Anfitrite, was reconstituted 
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an obstruction, a wide mesh, that from waters to Crete south extended until to those of 
Alexandria. A seventh our submarine, the Toti, later on to found damages during transfer 
navigation, had not been able to reach the ambush zone. It was just in this time interval, 
in which none our underwater unit was present in the waters comprised between the 
eastern Mediterranean them and the central, than movements of the forces of Alexandria 
were taken place. In fact the entire Mediterranean Fleet (2 aircraft carriers, 4 battleships, 
6 cruisers and 16 destroyers) had left Alexandria the afternoon of 8 October directed 
towards the central Mediterranean. The operation resolved to do to assure the indirect 
protection to a convoy of 4 steamboats, starts on Malta with the direct escort defense of 2 
air cruisers and 4 naval destroyer, left from Alexandria in the late evening of the same 
8th, (see. Vol. IV: "the naval actions in the Mediterranean" -2nd ed. 1970 - page. 196 and 
following). The sortie of the Mediterranean Fleet concluded in the first hours of 16 
October with return to port of all the units. 

The obstruction of our submarines began to form only the 16th with the arrival of 
the Smg Bandiera in the zone situated to south of Crete, between the meridians of Cape 
Littinos and the isle of Gaidaro and the parallel 34° 10'N. On the 17th a poor ambush the 
Smg Santarosa, Ascianghi and Anfitrite respective in zones situated to 30 miles to SW of 
Gaudo, 35 miles to north of Ras Uleima and 50 miles to NW of Alexandria. On 18 
October the alignment was strengthened with the arrival in the zone of 2 other 
submarines: Speri, that taken to position 60 miles to SE of the zone of the Santarosa and 
the Topazio whose zone of ambush turned out 45 miles to SW of Marsa Matruh, 
comprised therefore between that one of the Smg Ascianghi and that one of the Smg 
Anfitrite. As above indicated, could not participate to this alignment the Smg Toti that 
would have had to take place approximately to the combining center of Alexandria-Cape 
Sidero (Crete). Of these 6 boats, that patrolled the zones they assigned until to 21 
October, only the Smg Bandiera (Ten. Vasc. Pietro Prosperini) carried out the evening of 
the 18 the sighting of 2 destroyers, in nocturnal antisubmarine search, from which was 
forced to redeem themselves in immersion. 
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The Santarosa (Cap. Corv. Guido Coscia), during navigation of transfer sighted, 
at 00:10 hours of the 14th, a suspicious submersible, which in on the surface, against 
which launch a torpedo. The opposing unit, before redeeming itself, launch a torpedo 
without outcome in its turn. In an analogous emergency the happened to the submarine 
Toti (CAP Corv. Bandino Bandini) on 15 October while was in navigation of return to the 
base of Brindisi. The submarine, that it had had to interrupt its mission for disadvantages 
to the not dismissible electric motors to sea, was directing for land at Cape Colonne in 
order to continue for Brindisi following the coastal route when, at 01:10 hours of the 
15th, in the point 50 miles for 197° from Cape Colonne, sighted a large submarine that on 
the surface was maneuvering in order to attack it. A few moments later sighted the unit it 
opened the fire with the gun, in attended of might reach a favorable position for the 
launch of the torpedo. Counter maneuvering in its turn in order to carry itself to the 
attack, the Smg Toti, with fast decision, at first opened the fire with the machine-gun, 
centering the opposing bridge, and subsequently with the gun. Launch a torpedo, that it 
passed of astern to our unit, the enemy submarine succeeded with a gun hit to center the 
base of the turret of the Toti with no important damages however, trying therefore to 
redeem itself in immersion. But just in phase of disengagement, at 01:40 hours, after 30 
minutes of combat, the enemy boat was stricken in full load from the shooting of our 
submarine, sinking quickly. The opposing unit then turned out to be the British Smg 
Rainbow of 1,475 t. On purpose of the achievement of the Tofi it cannot not be 
remembered the episode that part had like protagonist the marine electrician Stagi Nicola 
manning of the armament of the forward piece of our unit. Stagi therefore, in the fervor 
of the fight, the gun being jammed, analogous to the behavior of the hero of which the its 
ship it carried the name, removed and launch against the enemy one shoe. 

Between the 21st and 22 October the 6 boats of the alignment left the respective 
zones of ambush in order to return to bases, starting from 27 October, the Smg Menotti - 
Settembrini - Dessié and Tricheco. The Smg Menotti was assigned to a zone 35 miles to 
the south of the isle of Kupho (Crete), where it operated from 28 October to 
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3 November without to carry out sights of note. The Smg Settembrini arrived on 
27 October in a zone contiguous to that one already patrolled by the Speri, 70 miles to 
NE of Tobruk, where crossed until 3 November. The Dessié arrived on the 28th in the 
extended zone already held by the Ascianghi but more towards the north, approximately 
60 miles to north of Ras Uleima along the Egyptian coast, patrolling to until 3 November. 
The Smg Tricheco, finally, carried out ambush from 29 October to 5 November in a zone 
to astride of Alexandria-Gaudo, 150 miles from Alexandria. A fifth submarine, Salpa, 
that it would have had participated in this new alignment in a zone situated along the 
coasts of Cirenaica, was forced to interrupt, on the 25th, the transfer navigation because 
of chlorine vapors generated from the partial flooding of the accumulating batteries from 
the strong met sea. None of the 4 boats of this new alignment found movements of 
opposing forces although that, in relation of the beginning of our operations against 
Greece, in the first hours of 29 October great part of the Mediterranean Fleet had taken 
the sea from Alexandria in order to carry out a reconnaissance in forces until west of the 
Jonie islands. Arriving in those waters at dawn of 31 October, the fleet then returned to 
Alexandria the afternoon of 2 November. 

Given to the remarkable interval between the zones assigned to the 4 national 
boats (90 miles separated to the Menotti from the Settembrini and as many from the last 
Dessié), only a fortuitous case could have determined encounter between a our submarine 
and units of the opposing forces. On the other hand the aerial recognition turned out 
insufficient and such not to allow the concentration, on the director of march of the 
opposing forces, of the two submarines Settembrini and Menotti whose positions of 
ambush, arrived respective on the 27 & 28 October, were such to favor timely they 
participation. The telegram of discovery, circulated to our submarines in ambush, at 
12:15 hours of 10 November, referred, evidently, to the movements of the forces of 
Alexandria in navigation of return to the base. As a result of the said telegram our 4 
boats, places in alarm, carried out all, to circle of the respective zones, a convergent 
movement on the probable direction of march of the opposing forces, without however 
being able to arrive at a sighting. There is however 
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to find that in the days comprised between the end of October and first of November, 
raged in the center-eastern Mediterranean a strong squall with sea of force 8 that, beyond 
hindering a good hydro phonic search, however would not have allowed to carry out 
attacks with probability of success. 

Only the Smg Dessié sighted to 01:35 hours of 2 November, 50 miles to north of 
Ras Uleima, a very confusing shape that it thought to be a national submarine carried 
outside of the assigned zone. Since, on the other hand, none of our boats turned out to 
have operated outside of the own zone, the unit sighted from the Smg Dessié could have 
been an English torpedo boat pertaining to the forces that returned to Alexandria. 

In the month of October the accesses to the Aegean Sea with origin from SE they 
were control by the Smg Gemma, Ametista and Tricheco that patrolled between 1 and 8 
October the channel of Caso, in ambush respective to the north, to the center and south of 
the same channel, without to record encounter with the enemy. Instead, in this period we 
had to endure a painful loss due to error in the radio communications with and among the 
submarines in sea. In fact the Smg Gemma (Cap Corv. Guido Montezemolo) the evening 
of day 3 had left the assigned in the zone north of the channel of Caso in order to carry 
itself, according to orders received, in the channel between Rhodes and Scarpanto where 
had to patrol until to the evening of the 8th. The morning of the said day, at 01:15 hours, 
finding itself in the channel of Scarpanto, miles 3 for 78° from Kero Panagia, came 
sighted from the Smg Tricheco (Cap Corv. Alberto Avogadro di Cerrione) that in its turn 
it had had to leave south of the channel of Caso the previous evening the ambush and that 
was returning to its base of Lero with route to pass between Scarpanto and Rodi, through 
therefore the zone of ambush of the Smg Gemma. As already said, delays in the 
development of the r t. traffic did not allow that the two units to arrive timely to 
acquaintance of respect movements. The Smg Tricheco launch at 01,21 hours, from short 
distance, two torpedo against what it thought to be an opposing submarine, hitting it to 
the center. The Smg Gemma sank quickly with the loss of all of its crew, in the point of 
lat. 35"30'N and long. 27°18'E. 

Such painful incident was one of the many uncertain ones that, unfortunately, in 
all the wars and all Navy have been taken place. 
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After the cited patrolling of the 3 boats, the accesses from SE to the Aegean Sea 
remained practically undefended until to the end of the month, when, departed from 18 the 
October, another 3 our submarines took ambush in that zone. The Smg Zaffiro operated in fact 
in vicinity of Cape Sidero (Crete) from 28 October to 1 November, watching therefore, until 
the 5 successive, - the northern Cretan waters, particularly those accessed to the roadstead of 
Suda. The Smg Narvalo had assigned to a zone situated in the center of the channel of Caso, 
comprising the accesses from south to the same channel, where it operated from 28 October to 
6 November. The Smg Corridoni patrolled the channel of Scarpanto from 28 October to 5 
November. Also these three submarines returned to base without to have carried out sights of 
note. 

In Aegean the waters mainly watched from our underwater units were those of the 
center-northern and in particular the tight zone of the channel of Dardanelli-Doro. Three 
submarines were alternated just in these waters in the month of October '40 and: the Smg 
Zaffiro, that patrolled from the 5 to 8 October carrying out offensive recognitions in the bays 
of Mudros and port Kalloni (Mytilene); the Smg Jantina, that it operated on the 24 and the 25 
mostly in the isolated zone Kaloyeri Scio-island and the Smg Delfino that took ambush from 
28 October to 5 November in proximity of the accesses from to the channel of Doro. 

This irregular control of the routes that give the Dardanelli, through the channel of 
Doro, carried to Pireo but no positive results noted. 

Besides the above sited missions, in the course of the October month '40 were put into 
effect 4 missions from the submersible minelayers Atropo - Bragadino - Foca - Zoea. 

In relation to the beginning of our operations against Greece, the Smg Atropo (CAP 
Corv. Beppino Manca) carried out the day 29 October laying of an obstruction in waters to SE 
of Zante, comprised between this island and the coasts of the Morea. The submarine would 
have had to put down a "bench" of 35 separate weapons in five groups, three of 8 weapons and 
two with 6. Beginning the laying of the obstruction the morning of the 29th, at 08:30 hours 
approximately, after to have carried out the launch of 16 weapons, the Atropo was forced to 
suspend the operation for anticipated explosion of two mines. 
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On 30 October the Smg Bragadino (CAP Corv. Mario Vannutelli) carried out 
with success the laying of 24 arms in correspondence of the accesses from north to the 
port of Navarino, taking therefore ambush in waters to south of Zante. Here the boat 
stopped from 31 October to 3 November enduring, especially in the first two days, an 
intense search and antisubmarine hunting. 

The Smg Foca and Zoea carried out instead set in action of mining along the 
coasts of Palestine. The Smg Foca (CAP Corv. Mario Giliberto) had left Taranto the 
afternoon of 8 October in order to carry out laying of a obstruction of mines before to the 
port of Haifa. Of this boat no more news has been had that has concurred to characterize 
the causes that of it determined the loss. It must therefore be thought that the Foca, 
engaged, according to the march table, to carry out laying of the obstruction in the night 
on 13 October, is incurred in an incident caused by the explosion of weapon during the 
discharge from the tubes. The boat was lost presumably between the 12 and 15 October 
in a point situated to approximately miles 6 for 267° from Cape Carmelo (Palestine). 

The Smg Zoea (CAP Corv. George Bernabo) carried out instead with successful 
laying of an obstruction of 20 arms near Giaffa. Departed from Taranto 10 October, the 
submarine would have had to carry out the launch of the arms in the night on the 14th 
being the operation from a point 10 miles for 240° from the beacon of Giaffa and with 
route of it rests 340°. In spite of some difficulty due to the defective working of a mines 
door, the operation was lead to completion without disadvantages between the hours 
20:29 and 21:51 of the day laid them and the submarine returned on the 22 to base. 

Besides to the above sited missions, in the course of the month of October '40 
there were carried out eight missions of mostly antisubmarine protecting ambush in 
metropolitan waters of; one mission for transport material and one special mission for 
incursion transport. To the missions of antisubmarine protecting ambush, that all in the 
gulf of Taranto were carried out, participated to the Smg Bragadino with 3 missions, 
carried out the 9, 15 & 19 October; the Smg Menotti with 4 missions, carried out the 12, 
16, 21 & 22 October and the Smg Nereide with one mission, 25 October. 
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For material necessities of transport of the R. Aeronautica in our islands of the 
Dodecanese and of value to Rhodes, the consignment was predisposed of the Smg Corridoni 
that left Taranto on the evening of 13 October. The boat arrived at Rhodes the 19 successive 
and Lero the 21 where remained temporary to disposition of the Aegean Armed Forces 
Command participating, as it has been looked at, in one mission in the channel of Scarpanto, 
before returning home in the successive month of November. 

The morning of 21 October, finally, the Smg Sciré (CAP Corv. Valerio Borghese) 
left La Spezia in order to carry out a mission of transport of special means of assault for one 
action against the naval base of Gibraltar. The second attempt was this that our incursion 
carried out against that port in as much as, previously said, the first one failed for the 
temporary absence of the large forces normally located there. 

On the Sciré they had taken to boarding the crews of the three special means arranged 
in the affixed cylinders that had replaced the fixed cradles on deck a system demonstrated 
unsuitable for transport to the goal. 

Arriving at the strait of Gibraltar in the first hours of 27 October, the submarine 
began the approach to a point situated in the northern part of the bay facing Algesiras the 
enemy base, in which it must have beginning the operation of attack with the discharge of the 
crews and insidious means. 

The intense vigilance exercised by the enemy surface units in the strait of Gibraltar 
and the strong currents existing in the strait, which rendered the final part of the approach an 
arduous enterprise. 

In days of 27, 28 and 29 October the Smg Sciré in order to escape to the systematic 
search from part of British light units, maneuvered cautiously in waters of the strait between 
Almina point, point Tarifa and point Europe, with frequent resting on the bottom, trying in 
with time approaching itself to the egress of the roadstead of Gibraltar. The evening of the 
29th, at 20:35 hours, emerged into the bay of Tolmo, the Sciré directed in breakthrough, 
navigating along the bathometer of the 100 meters, for the pre-established point of discharge. 
Forced newly to the immersion in order to avoid of being uncovered from a floodlight that 
struck with its bundle of light all the zone, the Sciré continued at periscope depth being based 
on the data supplied 
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from the echo meter, catching up to the 30 hours 01,21 of the pre-chosen point, situated 
to NE of Algesiras on the bathometer of 10 meters, at 350 meters from the coast. Here 
beginning to the operation of discharge of the operators and the means was put down on 
the bottom, which concluded at 02:39 hours. After to having retrieved the two discharge 
aid-operating with to the operating effectives for the necessary attendance in the 
withdrawal of collecting of the "pigs" from the cylinders ponds, the submarine, at 03:01 
hours of the 30th, began the dismissal from the roadstead directing therefore for returning 
to the line of departure where it arrived 3 November. (For how much one refers to lead to 
the action of the special means to see Vol. XIV "the means of Assault"). 

Altogether the activity carried out from our submarines in the Mediterranean in 
the course of the month of October 1940 can therefore be synthesized: 37 missions 
carried out, 27 of which with tasks offensives or of mine laying; 8 of antisubmarine 
protecting ambush in mostly metropolitan waters; 1 of transport material and one special 
mission for transport mean of assault. For the 37 missions they participated in all 27 
submarines. In this month we lost 4 submarines (Durbo - Lafolé - Gemma - Foca) to 
which is necessary to add to the Smg Berillo that, having carried out its mission between 
of the September-October months, it has been cited in the operating examination of 
September. The results obtained to were limited to the sinking of an opposing submarine, 
the Smg Rainbow, the work of the Toti. Two attacks, against a naval destroyer and 
against submersible presuming, probably turned out unfruitful. 


3. - MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1940. 

In the month of November of 1940 the alignment of our submarines in the 
Mediterranean had, for before the time of the start of the war, a particular appearance in 
consequence of the several and complex movements carry out from the opposing forces 
in the western Mediterranean as well as in the eastern Mediterranean, to which will point 
out before examining the activity of the single boats. The zones in which from time to 
time concentrated our underwater units were mostly the waters to south of the Sardinia, 
those to the east and west of Malta and the access 
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to the channel of Otranto, waters all comprised in zone B. The other zones of the 
Mediterranean practically turned out undefended, but a insufficient one and irregular 
activity carried out in the eastern Mediterranean. 

The first great movement carried out from the English naval forces in the month 
of November 1940, refers to operation "Coat" intending to reinforce the Mediterranean 
Fleet with consignment to Alexandria of 1 battleship, the Barham, 2 cruisers and 3 naval 
destroyer and to the contemporary shipment of troops and materials to Malta. These 
units, re-united in so-called the Force F that was taken advantage with the direct backing 
of the units of the Force H, reconstituted from 6 November and composed in its turn from 
1 aircraft carrier, 1 cruiser and 5 naval destroyer, left Gibraltar the afternoon of the 7 
directed to the east. At the same time Force A, with 4 battleships, 1 aircraft carrier, 4 
cruisers and 13 naval destroyer, had left Alexandria the afternoon of the 5th with route 
for to the west indirect escort to several convoys directed in waters of the center-eastern 
Mediterranean and in Aegean. In waters of Malta Force F coming from Gibraltar had to 
gather with the Force A of Alexandria in order carrying out therefore the final part of the 
transfer. In the course of this complex operation was taken place the night torpedo 
bomber attack against our base of Taranto, carried out on 11 November from aircraft 
launched from the aircraft carriers I//ustrious, as well as the offensive sortie against our 
traffic between Brindisi and to Valona, executed the night on 12 November from 3 
cruisers and 2 naval destroyer (see. Vol. IV - "the naval actions in the Mediterranean" - 
2nd ed. 1970 - page. 213 and following). 

Coming to the acquaintance of the movements in action of the opposing forces, 
but obscured of the true purposes of the same movements, the High Command of the 
Submarines, the afternoon of the 9th, predisposed sortie from Cagliari of the Smg Alagi - 
Axum - Aradam - Medusa and Diaspro, and arranged, distance between them of 30 miles, 
on 315° true bearing from the isle the Galite. The boats turned out therefore space out in 
depth (120 miles) within one line of cover of 80 miles, to NE of the Galite. Arriving in 
respective ambush points the various boats all had to carry out nocturnal search for 
parallel, being navigating for 120 miles towards the west. 
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The boats having left the base between 18:30 hours and 18:45 hours of 9 
November, they arrived in the first hours of the successive day the previewed positions, 
beginning from these the tidy search that continued until to the 12th, day in which they 
were recalled to the base. None of these 5 boats succeeded to sight the opposing forces. 
Only the Smg Axum, the morning of the 12, found by hydrophones a weak source to the 
SE. From the British documentation it can in fact be known that the Forces H and F 
reached the altitude of the island of the Galite, where they separated, at 19:15 hours of the 
9th, when that is our boats from had little begun transfer navigation towards respect 
points of ambush. Meanwhile Force F directed through the channel of Sicily towards 
Malta, for the meeting with the forces of Alexandria, Force H inverted the route returning 
to Gibraltar the morning of the 11th. 

At the same time as the sortie of the five boats of Cagliari, the Commander of the 
Submarines had predisposed sortie from the bases of Messina and Augusta, between the 
evening of the 8th and that one of the 10th, of five other boats: the Smg Capponi - 
Mameli - Corallo - Bandiera and Topazio. A sixth boat, the Smg Santarosa, sailed the 
afternoon of the 8th from Messina and entered in collision in the night on the 9 in vicinity 
of Augusta, with the Mvl Giuseppe Maria in patrolling of outer vigilance, was forced for 
the damages received to interrupt the mission and to return to the base of Augusta. 

To these five boats had been assign ambush points situated mostly to the SE of 
Malta, with orders to carry out a enough wide nocturnal surrounding the ambush point. 
The Smg Capponi, Corallo and Mameli had been medium line up in one zone to you 
wide 30 miles and situated 50 miles to SE of Malta; the Smg Bandiera and Topazio, 
distances between them of approximately 20 miles. had been instead lines up in a zone to 
you 90 miles for SSE from Malta. 

The Smg Capponi (CAP Corv. Romeo Romei) was the first one to reach its point 
of ambush in the day of the 9th, finding continuous antisubmarine activity of British light 
units. At 23:54 hours of same day 9th, while in surface it hung around the ambush point, 
the submarine sighted to approximately 10,000 meters of distance, outlined against moon, 
naval formation composed 
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of 1 aircraft carrier, 2 battleships, vary cruisers and numerous naval destroyer with route 
NW. Beginning the attack, at 00:09 hours of the 10th, the Capponi launch from a 
distance inferior to 4,000 meters, beta 90°, three torpedo against the last unit of the main 
formation that had the shape of "Ramillies" type battleship. After 3 minutes and 15 
second ones of race of the arms, on the Capponi, remained in surface after the launch, the 
first two explosions were perceived distinguished, before which was preceded by a high 
black column revealed against the hull of the target ship. After another 6 seconds a third 
explosion was heard. Soon after the submarine was redeemed by diving itself. 

The naval formation attacked by our Smg Capponi was part of the Mediterranean 
Fleet. This, reached the evening of the 9th in position 100 miles SE of Malta, had 
assumed a course off 310° in order to rejoin 40 miles with the west of Gozo, with Force F 
coming from Gibraltar. In the English official documentation it is made note of the attack 
of the Capponi and it is reported actually that "the explosions heard towards the midnight 
referred to the explosions of the end of the run of the torpedoes". Holding present that our 
torpedo do not explode at the end of the run and in the impossibility of being able to 
assess if in truth some arm had hit the target, it is thought opportune to integrally bring 
back the text of the report of the Commander of the Smg Capponi from which it emerges, 
through the language lean of an operating report, the serene determination that inspired 
all the action of Commander Romei. 

"9-11-40 - Large sea force 6 from NW, wind forces 5 from NW, cloudy sky, clear 
horizon, moon already high enough. Beginning the timing and loads returning on the 
point of ambush close to me for the o.d.0., point on which I find myself about at 23:54 
hours, time of sight of a enemy formation. 

The formation is constituted from strong number of DDs and light cruisers in 
advanced escort in wedge, by aircraft carriers and two large ships whose shape is that one 
of the Royal Sovereign and Ramillies. These three large units proceed online of row, 
according to the above said order. 

The final unit of the advanced lateral escort is outlined on the aircraft carriers. 
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The sight has happened at a distance of approximately ten thousand meters. In 
order for carry to the launch I have assumed a course normal the director of opposing 
march (325°) that is Pv. = 235°. 

While I direct to the attack my unit is strongly skidded on the left for damage to 
the air vents - I try two times to straighten it. 

10-11-40 - Although the approach is carried out with thermal engines until a few 
minutes from the launch, when I find in opportune position regarding the first important 
target (aircraft carriers), I am still distant more than five thousand meters. At the same 
time the formation approaches in outside increasing the beta. 

I decide therefore to attack the last unit of the formation. At 00:08 hours 
approximately, the naval fleet turned again tightening the beta. 

At 00:09 the distance is of 4,000 meters approximately, beta = 90°, appreciated 
Vn 15 miles. Angle of sight turning out 21°. Such angle of sight comes transmitted to 3* 
533 torpedoes prepared to bow (the torpedo to of 450, although prepared, it was not 
launched since the regulation of its run was 2,000 meters). Since, just the enforced norms, 
the 3 ready torpedoes are initially set at 5°, the angles-shot turn out for tube 1 = 16°, tube 
3 = 21° and tube 4 = 26°. Such stagger help to realize an opening of salvo of 85 meters 
for part (opening that to 4,000 meters would be of 340 m. for part) launch first the 
torpedo (tube 1 = 16°) nearly hull and half to forward of the bridge, in way that is that the 
opening due to the angle-shot comes reduced to a 70' of meters (340 -270 = 70) and 
according to torpedo (tube 3 = 21°) with regulating aim on the bridge while the third, 
(tube 4 = 26°) that I wanted launch with aim a hull and half to aft of the bridge, in order 
to always reduce the opening of the salvo in the intentional limits - for greatest punch - it 
was launch with aim to forward of the bow of the target. 

I think that the torpedo is passed 500 m. approximately to forward of the target, 
and since the explosions heard have been 3, than it has hit the previous unit. 

All the arms have been regulated to m. 5. 

The first two explosions were heard after 3 minutes and 15 seconds 
approximately, and before they were preceded by a high black column 
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clear against the hull of the aimed target (last unit of the formation). 

The interval between these two explosions was short, of the order of 3 or 4 
seconds approximately. The third explosion is continuation after 6 seconds approximately 
and was heard the repercussion on the hull of the submarine, while the operations for the 
fast one were already begun; therefore the visual observation of the results produced was 
not possible”. 

A short time after the action, the submarine was forced to suspend the mission, for 
disadvantages to the electric motors and to return to base. 

The other two submarines, the Corallo and the Mameli, arrived in the zone 10 and 
11 November respectively, did not obtain success. The Corallo, at midnight of the 11th, 
had sighted at a close distance a formation of 2 naval destroyer that had not been able to 
attack given the unfavorable cinematic position. Both submarines left ambush on the 12th 
successive. 

The second group of 2 submarines, the Bandiera and the Topazio, had left the 
base the afternoon of the 8th arriving in the 9th in their zone of ambush, 90 miles 
approximately for SSE from Malta. The only the Smg Topazio (CAP Corv. Emilio 
Berengan) carried out three sights of opposing units. Already in navigation of transfer to 
the zone, the morning of the 9th, at 06:35 hours the submarine had sighted, being on the 
surface, a light unit against which had begun the attack interrupted for the counter 
maneuver of the opposing unit that, having noticed it, it forced it to dive. The evening of 
same day the 9th, at 21:00 approximately, shortly before arriving on the assigned place 
the Topazio sighted, at no great distance and on beta very strait, one formation composed 
by cruisers and naval destroyer. While it maneuvered in order to carry itself to the launch, 
an approached width of the formation frustrated the maneuver. A third sighting was 
carried out on 11 November. At 01:00 hours approximately, in lat. 34°32' N and long. 
16°17' E, at a distance of 8,000 m. a convoy of 4 steamboats escorted by 2 light cruisers 
and 4 naval destroyer was sighted with route towards the east. Begun the approach with 
the thermal engines to the maximum force, the Topazio launched at 01,33 hours, from a 
distance appreciated inferior to the 3,000 meters, two torpedoes 
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against the group of steamboats that appeared very closed. The boat was redeemed 
therefore in immersion. After 2 minutes and 50 seconds from the launch two strong 
explosions, attributed to the explosion of the arms were heard. 

In the English documentation it is not made note some of this attack, while from 
the hydro-phone blotters of our unit it can be found that for approximately an hour and 30 
minutes two destroyer escort to the convoy carried out antisubmarine search in the zone. 
The Smg. Bandiera and Topazio left the day of the 12th their respective zones of ambush. 

In conclusion, in the course of the English operation "Coat", that was carried out 
in the Mediterranean between the 5 and 14 November '40, were employ from our part 10 
submarines: 5 deployed in the waters to SW of Sardinia and 5 in waters to SE of Malta. 
Only these last ones were found but timely deployment in condition of being able to 
contrast the movements of the opposing forces. The results obtained from the attacks lead 
by the Capponi and Topazio, both against consisting naval formations, must however be 
thought denied to you, being based on the opposing sources. Without wanting to remove 
some merit to the actions conducted from noted the units, it can however be found like in 
the first action, that conducted by the Smg Capponi, has not been tried to further lock the 
distance to the launch and in the second action, that conduct from the Smg Topazio, had 
not employed a greater number of torpedo, as in the pursuit of the war that will be 
explicitly arranged by the High Command of the Submarines. 

The second operation carried out by the British in the western Mediterranean 
always in the month of November 1940 was that called "White" and understanding to the 
strengthening of the aerial defense of Malta by means of the launch from aircraft carriers 
of 12 "Hurricanes" and 2 "Skuas". Force H of Gibraltar, strength of 1 battle cruiser, 2 
aircraft carriers, 2 cruisers and 8 destroyers left the base day of the 15th directed to the 
east in order to carry itself to 400 miles from Malta (meridian circa of Philippeville) from 
where to begin the operations of launch. Formed into two groups the 14 aircrafts were 
detached from the bridge of the aircraft carriers at dawn of the 17th; there after the Force 
H turned for the return to port. The British operation, of which the Submarine Command 
did not know the exact purpose, 
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it determined the movement of 3 submarines in waters to south of the Sardinia and of two 
others in waters to SE of Malta. 

The Smg Aradam, Alagi and Diaspro, freshly returned to the base of Cagliari, 
resumed the sea in the late evening of the 15th in order, first one, to 60 miles to north of 
Cap de Fer and the other two to the circa on the meridian of Cape Bougaroni, spaced out 
by 35 miles. From these points it begins ambush arriving in the evening of the 16th, the 
submarines carried out a search for parallel until to the meridian of Cape Carbon. Only 
the Diaspro, that he turned out most southern of the alignment to 20 miles approximately 
from the coast Algerian, the morning of the 17th, at hours 10:30 sighted to the periscope 
a naval destroyer. The strong distance (7,000 meters approximately) and the beta very 
wide did not concur with our boat to attack. The enemy torpedo boat had to probably 
make part of the escort of Force H in navigation of return to Gibraltar after launching of 
the aircraft carried out three hours before. 

The conditions of the sea, in those days particularly agitated, hindered the hydro- 
phone search remarkably preventing to our boats to localize the English naval formation. 
Of other part, also the operation of launch of the British airplane, because of the adverse 
meteorological conditions, a whole was resolved in a disaster is true that of the 14 
airplane sent from the aircraft carrier Argus only 5 succeeded to land at Malta. 

The evening of 18 November the 3 submarines were recall you to the base. 

In waters to SE of Malta, along the 16°E meridian, deployed from the 17th, the 
Smg Corallo and Bandiera, just returned from the previous carried out mission in those 
same waters. It distances between them of 60 miles, had the task to control the routes of 
landing from ESE of Malta. The evening of the 18th they were recalled to base, without 
to have carried out sights of any kind, newly was made to return in the respective zones 
where patrolled until to the 22nd, after that the obstruction had been reinforced with the 
dispatch of another submarine, the Tembien, than from the 21 to the 22 it put to the 
ambush 50 miles to the west of Malta. 

In the second half of November '40 moreover a series of patrolling of our 
submarines in the channel of Otranto and immediately adjacent waters was put into 
effect, in function 
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protecting of the traffic with Albania that, with the beginning of our operations against 
Greece, had assumed remarkable proportions. After the incursion of British light forces 
into the channel of Otranto - carried out the night on 12 November - the eventuality that 
similar heading the enemy could be repeated obviously imposed to national the 
underwater forces the long vigilance the routes of approach to the channel to damage of a 
more energetic employment of the boats in other fields of the Mediterranean. The Smg 
Millelire and Jalea intercrossed therefore from the 14 to 22 November, respective in the 
channel of Otranto and west of Corft, found soon after from the Smg Sirena and Nereide, 
that patrolled the zone from the 23 to 1 December. In the course of these missions the 
Millelire (CAP Corv. Francisco De Rosa de Leo) during the early morning twilight of the 
17 sighted, west of the island of Fano, an enemy submarine against which he launch, 
without success, two torpedoes. 

In the last days of November an important third movement had taken place by 
forces of the British fleet with the operation, coded name, "Collar", understanding to 
realize the transfer from Gibraltar to Malta and the Middle East of personnel and 
materials for the Army and the Air Force and to strengthen with 4 light units the 
Mediterranean Fleet. The operation "Collar" previewed moreover a redistribution of 
heavy units between the Force A of Alexandria and that of H of Gibraltar, in consequence 
of the temporary disablement of ours battleships damaged as a result of the attack torpedo 
bomber against Taranto on 11 November. 

In the night between 24 and 25 November the Force H of Gibraltar, comprising 
the force of support, called Force B, with 1 battle cruiser, 1 aircraft carrier, 2 cruisers and 
9 naval destroyer, and the force destined to the passage, called Force F, with 2 cruisers, | 
naval destroyer, 4 corvettes and 3 cargo vessels, left the strait directed to the east. 

At the other end of the Mediterranean the units destined to be transferred to 
Gibraltar, escorted by smaller ships, took the sea the morning of the 23 directing towards 
the west with route to north of Crete. Force A instead left Alexandria the morning of the 
25th in order to pass, through the channel of Caso, to north of 
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Crete, directing therefore towards waters of Malta for the encounter with the coming 
from units from the west. As a result of these complex movements of the opposing 
forces, the morning of 27 November the naval crash between our battle fleet and the 
Force H of Gibraltar took place off of Cape Teulada. (see vol. IV, "the naval actions in 
the Mediterranean" -2nd ed. 1970 - page 258 and following). 

The meeting between Force F and units left over from Force A of Alexandria 
happened the morning of the 28th in waters to NE of Linosa. Force A directed therefore 
for return to base that happened the afternoon of the 30th when Force H of Gibraltar was 
in port for twenty-four hours. 

In relation to the above mentioned movements, the High Command of the 
Submarines had arranged a alignment of 4 boats in waters between the Algerian and 
Sardinia coasts and of 3 boats in waters of Malta; 2 to the west and 1 to the east of the 
island. In total therefore 7 units. 

In waters to south of the Sardinia lined up the Smg Alagi - Axum - Diaspro and Aradam 
that, left from their base of Cagliari in the first hours of the 26th, arriving in the course of 
the same day, to their respect points of ambush that turned out: Alagi, 20 miles to north of 
Cape Blanc (Tunisia); Axum, 40 miles to NE of the Galite; Diaspro, 35 miles to south of 
Cape Teulada; Aradam, 45 miles approximately west of the Galite. In the night on the 
27th two submarines Diaspro and Aradam were moved towards the SE, to north of Cape 
Bougaroni. Of these 4 boats, 3 carried out sights of enemy units without moreover to 
succeed to carry itself to the attack. It must keep in mind but that also in this period 
persistent the unfavorable conditions of the sea, characteristic of other own part of the 
November month, prejudiced remarkably the possibilities of search and attack of our 
submarines. 

The Smg Aradam, reached in the assigned new position, sighted, at the dawn of 
the 27th, a naval destroyer from which it was forced to redeem itself by diving. Also the 
Smg Diaspro sighted, also at dawn of the 27th, a naval destroyer to the distance of 2,000 
meters and on favorable beta for the attack, at once begun by our unit. The unexpected 
counter maneuver of the naval destroyer forced the boat to dive with fast immersion in 
order not to be rammed. 
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The Smg Axum, that remained in the point of ambush initially assigned, 40 miles 
to the NE of the Galite, sighted at 21:35 of 27th three naval destroyers that, sailing 
strongly and online of forehead, directed with beta much strait towards him. After to have 
try, maneuvering in surface, to carry itself in favorable position for the launch, the Axum 
was forced to dive in turn in order not to be counterattacked from the units. 

In the waters to the west of Malta they were lines up the Smg Dessié and Tembien 
that, both departed from Augusta in the first hours of the 26th, arriving the 27th in the 
points assigns to them, respective 35 miles to NE of Linosa and 30 miles west of Malta, 
from where they began a patrolling in parallel. Both these boats sighted and probably 
attacked the same advanced unit of the Mediterranean Fleet, detached from the body in 
order to assure greater cover to Force F during the passage of the channel of Sicily. 

In fact the Smg Tembien (Ten. Vasc. Guido Gozzi) the evening of the 27th at 
23:24 hours sighted in lat. 36°00" N and long. 13°47' and, at a short distance, three 
warships large proceeding in online of row and at low speed with route approximately 
NW. Begun the attack against the head unit of the formation, that to observation two 
appeared larger then the others, launch at 23:28 hours, from a distance of 1,500 meters 
approximately, the first pair of torpedoes awaiting on the surface the outcome of the 
launch and continuing to approach itself the enemy formation. Having appreciated that 
the first two weapons launched would not have hit the target for the wrong appraisal of 
the speed of the enemy, it launch at 23:33 hours always against the same objective, a 
second pair, from a distance judged inferior to 1,000 the meters. Diving in order not to be 
to sighted by the enemy, heard after 45 seconds, a strongest detonation attributed to the 
explosion of the first arm of the second pair. From the hydro-phonic surveys, 
subsequently it carries out, estimated that the formation had approached on the straight 
line directing towards the east while at the moment of the launch proceeded for route 
NW. 

Three and half hours approximately after action of the Smg Tembien, that at 03:02 
hours of the 28th, the Smg Dessié (Ten. Vasc. Adriano Pini) sighted a naval formation 
composed of three large units, online of row, proceeding at a speed appreciated on the 20 
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knots with westerly route. At 03:05 hours, locked the distances of 3,500 meters, the Dessié 
launched two stern torpedoes was against the central unit of the formation redeeming itself 
therefore in immersion. Point of the launch lat. 36°30' N and long. 12°59' E. The Smg Dessié 
soon after found two explosions and several heavy explosions after the first. 

In the English documentation that the evening of 27 November the 3rd Cruisers 
Division, formed by the York, Gloucester and Glasgow, was detached from the 
Mediterranean Fleet in order to support, in the passage of the Channel of Sicily, Force F, that 
it met the morning of the 28th in waters to north of Linosa. It is obvious that the two 
submarines attacked just 3* British Cruisers Division formed from 1 cruiser with 203 
millimeter guns and 2 cruisers with 152 millimeter guns. The positions of launch of the 2 
submarines, as it is found from the map, to be distant between they 45 miles. Since at the 
moment of the sight by the Tembien the formation proceeded to low speed while the Dessié 
appreciated a speed of 20 knots, is presumable that after to have immediately after the first 
attack the formation had increased the speed. 

The English documentation does not make however note the attacks of ours two 
submarines while it reports that the only salient fact of that night was one violent explosion 
perceived at the 01:38 hours from the units of Force F in the point 10 miles to NW of 
Pantelleria. To part the diversity between the position of launch of the Tembien and that one 
in which the explosion from the British was perceived, the difference in the timetables is 
much remarkable one. Probably the outbreak perceived from the English units to hours 01:38 
of the 28th, 10 miles to NW of Pantelleria, by attributing the explosion of torpedo launched 
from the Tp Calliope to the 01:27 hours in the point 15 miles to NW of Pantelleria during the 
attack to the enemy formation, attack not cited from the English documentation. (See Vol. 
IV, "the naval actions in the Mediterranean", -2nd ed. 1970 - page. 295 and following). 

The two above cited submarines left the ambush 30th the successive returning to their 
base. 

In waters of Malta, 75 miles to SE of the island, taken finally position, to leave from 
the 27th, the Smg Mameli. At the 19:28 of the same day the boat sighted, at a very short 
distance, several 
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naval destroyer, evidently advanced escort of the Mediterranean Fleet, that however did not 
succeed to attack for the unfavorable conditions of sight and the counter maneuver of the sighted 
units. The mission of the Mameli was forced to interrupted the evening of 27 November because 
of serious damage to the order pump and of one water infiltration in the hull passage of one 
transmission for the maneuver of the launch equipment. 

In conclusion, of the 7 units deployed by the Submarine Command in the channel of 
Sicily, 6 units carried out sights and, of these, 2 succeeded to carry themselves in launch position. 

The activity of our boats in the month of November 1940 mostly carried out therefore in 
waters of the center-western Mediterranean (zone B). In the Mediterranean center-eastern (zone 
C) instead the ambushes carries out was in all 3 by means of the employment of the Smg Onyx - 
Narvalo and Delfino. 

The Smg Onyx carried out a patrol from the 20 to 24 November in a zone 120 miles to 
NW of Alexandria. The unit sighted the afternoon of the 23, at great distance and with wide beta, 
a naval force proceeding with route to NW that could not be attacked for the unfavorable 
cinematic conditions of sight. 

The Smg Narvalo had assigned a like zone of ambush waters to south of the channel of 
Caso, arriving in the zone 28 November. The same day, however, because of an sensitive loss of 
naphta through the maneuvers of the cases of service, loss that could have facilitated its 
localization, the boat was forced to interrupt the mission making to return to its base of Lero. 

The Smg Delfino (CAP Corv. Alberto Avogadro di Cerrione), finally, from the 25 to 30 
November carried out a offensive cruise in waters of the northern Aegean. The evening of the 
29th, at 23:15, a few miles to the east of the Kaloyeri island, sighted being on the surface a 
convoy formed from 2 steamboats escorted from 2 Greek naval destroyers. Begun the attack, it 
launched at 23:30, from a distance of 1,200 meters, two torpedo against the first naval destroyer 
subsequently diving after to have heard the explosion of the arms. 

In order to complete the operating picture of the month of November 1940 it is necessary 
to cite 14 missions of protective ambush carried out in metropolitan waters of from 6 of our boats 
and one transport mission 
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materials. The participated to the 14 missions of protective ambush the Smg H 2 - 
Ondina - Nereide - Malachite - Jalea and Da Procida. 

With the exception of the Smg H 2, that carried out a mission in the gulf of 
Liguria on 19 and 20 November, all the other boats operated in anti-ship and 
antisubmarine function in the gulf of Taranto. The Smg Ondina carried out 4 missions 
respective the 4, 6, 13 and 15; the Smg Nereide, 5 missions respective the 5, 7, 13, 15 and 
21; the Smg Malachite, one mission from the 12 to 13; the Smg Jalea, 2 missions from 
11 to 12 and to 13 and finally the Smg Da Procida one mission 21 November. 

The increased activity of the national submarines in the gulf of Taranto and along 
the routes of approach to the naval base was imposed from the particularly critical 
moment which had to the damaging of our battleships in the course of the attack torpedo 
bomber of 11 November and from the firm determination to avoid that English 
underwater units and of surface could be taken risks in waters of the gulf. 

The necessity finally to transport materials several and provisions to our base of 
Lero demanded the dispach of the Smg Atropo which, left from Taranto 23 November, it 
arrived at Lero the 27th. Of arriving on 3 December successive and, after a short ambush 
to NE of Cape Sidero Head (Crete), returned to Taranto on 8 Decembers. 

The total activity carried out in the month of November 1940 from our 
underwater forces can therefore be summarized: 25 submarines employed in 46 missions 
of which 31 offensives, 14 in protecting of metropolitan waters and one of transport 
material. In the course of the 31 missions with tasks offensives 6 attacks were lead with 
which 5 against unit of surface and against a submarine, with the launch of 15 weapons. 

The results achieve, in as much results from the opposing documentation, would 
have been practically null. It cannot be excluded however that the attacks of our boats 
have caused damage of varied type not recorded. 

In the course of the activity carried out our loss were none, and no boat seriously 
was damaged from the enemy, while 4 submarines were forced to interrupt the missions 
for disadvantages several aboard materials. 
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4. - MONTH OF DECEMBER 1940. 


In the month of December of 1940 the activity of our submarines gravitated above 
all along the Cirenaiche and Egyptians coasts in offensive consequence the beginning by 
the Western Desert Force 9 December against the Italian positions of Sidi el Barrani 
taken in the previous September. As it is known, smashed after violent combats the 
Italian defensive line, the British forces spread in Cyrenaica investing subsequently the 
Fortresses of Bardia, Tobruk and Benghazi. The offensive push got exhausted only on 10 
February 1941 in the arc of the Sirtica, at El Agheila, In the operations plans you English 
was previewed the maximum direct support of the fleet to the ground forces. To this need 
the Mediterranean Fleet had been subdivided in four operating groups, while a grouping 
of aircraft in equipment to the aircraft carriers had been detailed to the Desert Air Force 
with mostly antisubmarine assignments. The four groups operated as following: Force A, 
or forces of close coastal bombardment, with 1 monitor, 2 motor gunboats, | 
minesweeper; force B, of cover to Force A, with 4 naval destroyer; Force C, or forces of 
main bombardment, with 2 battleships, | a.a. cruiser and 7 destroyers; force D, for the 
arial support, with | aircraft carriers, 3 cruisers and 3 destroyers. 9 December 1940 all 
these forces entered in action supporting the English mechanized units with 
bombardment against the concentrations of troops, the ways of communications and the 
airports. 

After the breach of the Italian front and the advance in depth of the Western 
Desert Force, the Mediterranean Fleet could in the second half of the month to resume its 
normal activity of supply to convoys and eventual contrast to our naval forces. 

The cycle of activity carried out by the Mediterranean Fleet between 16 and 24 
December was in fact much intense one and consisted exactly in the escort to convoys; in 
the bombardment of the Albanian port of Valona (19 Decembers); in the transfer of unit 
from Alexandria to Gibraltar for the customary alternation (operations "MC 2" and "MC 
3"). As a result of these events also the activity of our underwater arm was mainly turned 
to contrast the operations that the enemy naval forces carried out in the center-eastern 
Mediterranean . 
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The western Mediterranean remained totally undefended, in the central Mediterranean waters 
where more intensely our boats operated were those to guard of the channel of Otranto and 
those of Maltese. 

The Smg Jalea and Da Procida patrolled between | and 11 December a zone 25 
miles west and to the SW of Corfu, replaced between the 12th and the 21st by the Smg Sciesa 
and Ambra. The Smg Millelire patrolled from 13th to 17 December the waters of the isle of 
Fano. 

Of all these units the single Smg Ambra the morning of the 16th, at 03:45 hours, 
sighted being on the surface two naval destroyer at a close distance. Forced to redeem itself 
for the reaction of the opposing units, the Ambra endured a violent protracted a.s. hunting for 
12 hours. 

The evening of the 18th, moreover, the Ambra and Sciesa found by hydrophones, 
without however arriving to the visual sight, movements of opposing units to put itself in 
relation with the incursion that the units of the Mediterranean Fleet, the night on the 19th, 
carried out in the lower Adriatic and that concluded with the bombardment of Valona. 

The waters of the channel of Otranto were patrolled during the third week of the 
month, by the Smg Da Procida, Salpa and Jalea. 

Put on alert by the intense enemy naval activity and presuming that English wanted to 
make to reach Malta other convoys, the Command of the Submarines predisposed, to depart 
from 18 December, the alignment of 3 boats in maltase waters. In such date in fact the Smg 
Dessié and Serpente a small ambush respective 50 miles to the east and 85 miles to SE of the 
island, while four days after it reached in zone, 30 miles approximately to north of Linosa, 
the Smg Bandiera. With the exception of the Serpente, that it left the ambush the 24th, the 
others two boats patrolled the zones assigned until 26 December. Of these units the only the 
Serpente (Ten. Vasc. Antonio Dotta) carried out an action on the 20th. At 01:00 hours of said 
day in fact, the submarine sighted a naval formation of 4 units (3 light cruisers and 1 naval 
destroyer) proceeding online of row. The formation directed towards Malta at a speed 
appreciated of 20 knots and the commander of the Serpente it deduced that it could represent 
the advanced escort of a convoy directed to Valletta. Begun therefore the attack, being on the 
surface, launched at 01:02 two torpedoes against her penultimate unit of war thought to be a 
cruiser light either a big 
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naval destroyer. Carried out the disengagement a strongest explosion was heard after 2 
minutes of race of the arms, for which the commander it thought to have hit the target. 

In truth the two escorted, coming from English convoys from east, were in arrival to 
Malta that night. However, of this action of the Serpente is not found noted in any British 
documentation. In it comes instead strangely attributed to the Smg Serpente the torpedoing 
and the serious damaging of the DD Hyperion, 1,340 t, happened the morning of the 22nd, 
approximately at hours 02:00, in a point 24 miles to east of Cape Bon; damaging that at the 
same English sources first had attributed to a mine. The DD Hyperion, damaged from the 
underwater explosion, was sunk some hour after another English destroyer being turned out 
difficult towing it in waters watched from aviation and opposing insidious means. 

Considering that, in part the remarkable diversity of date, between the point of the 
supposed torpedoing of the Hyperion and the zone of ambush from the Smg Serpente elapsed 
approximately 240 miles, can surely to exclude itself that this is due to the action of the 
Serpente and therefore must think that the loss of the English unit must effectively be 
attributed to collision against mine. 

In the eastern Mediterranean, mostly along the cirenaico-Egyptians coasts, took place 
in the second half of the month of December an intense activity of our submarines, in 
tightened relation with the operations that the naval forces of Alexandria were carrying out in 
support directed to the Western Desert Force. 

At first they were deployed, in waters comprised between Port Bardia and 
Alexandria, 3 submarines of the base of Lero, assigning them for zones of patrolling not 
excessive extended; subsequently offensive cruises from part of 4 other submarines were 
carried out. Altogether 7 boats participated to the operations in these theaters. 

The 3 boats that formed the first alignment were the Smg Naiade, Neghelli and 
Narvalo. 

The Smg Naiade (Ten. Vasc. Pietro Notarbartolo), to which it had been assigned at 
first a zone of patrolling in waters near to Alexandria, was moved three days after in a new 
coastal field, wide 45 miles, to the height of Sidi el Barrani. Reached in zone the morning of 
the 14th he was noticed an intense continued 
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activity of enemy forces. Carried on the director of march of some units found by the 
hydrophones, began at 19:40 an attack at periscopes depth, attack that could not complete in 
as much came centered from a salvo of depth bombs that exploded under the hull and that 
they caused serious damages to aboard. Unable to remain submerged, at 20:30 it was forced 
to come to the surface and to scuttle, while 2 English destroyers, the DD Hyperion and 
Hereward, retrieved all the crew. 

The Smg Narvalo and Neghelli had been assigned two contiguous zones to that of the 
Naiade. The Narvalo, that an ambush of 5 days in the channel of Caso had effected 
previously, patrolled from the 14 to 16 waters to north of Bardia, while the Smg Neghelli 
(CAP Corv. Carlo Ferracuti) was deployed in waters 45 miles to north of Marsa Matruh. This 
last boat, reached in zone the 13th, found intense enemy activity. The evening of same day 
the 13th, while it patrolled on the surface in the assigned zone, sighted at 20:22, in lat. 32"37' 
N and long. 26"44' E, one unit from war appreciated for a cruiser of the class"Southampton". 
Locked the at launch at 20:36 the first three torpedoes from 533 millimeters staggered 
distances between them of 5°, and subsequently a torpedo from 450 millimeter. Remained on 
the surface in order to control the outcome of the launch, it observed, after a minute and 35 
seconds from the first launch, the explosion of an arm between the bow and bridge of the unit 
the target. Subsequently it was forced to redeem itself in immersion in order not to be hit 
from the shooting of the opposing cruiser. The unit, than then turned out to be the CL 
Coventry of 4,290 t, was seriously damaged but it succeeded to return to Alexandria. 

Returning to the base of Lero the Smg Narvalo and Neghelli, 4 other boats carried 
out, to begin from the 18th, offensive cruises along the Cirenaico-Egyptian coast. To these 
missions at first the Smg Malachite and Smeraldo participated, departing from Augusta on 15 
December, arriving in the beginning point of cruise, respective 15 miles to NW of Derna and 
20 miles to NE of Ras el Tin, the 18 and 19 successive. Malachite had suffered on the 15th, 
soon after departure, the attack of an airplane, neutralized from the ready reaction of the arms 
aboard. 

While the Smg Smeraldo carried out between 19 and 22 December the patrolling in 
the feature Ras el Tin-Marsa Matruh at a medium distance from the coast of 30 miles, the 
Smg Malachite was stopping from the 18 to the 21 in the zone to NE of Derna expected to 
carry out 
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also, between the 21st and the 25th and with the same modalities, an offensive cruise along the 
feature of coast comprised between Derna and Sidi el Barrani. On 24 December reached the point 
of beginning cruise, situated to the height of Derna, the Smg Settembrini in order to carry out a 
patrolling until beyond Sidi el Barrani but at a distance closer to the coast, approximately 15 
miles. That in order to neutralize the action of opposing units, mostly to gunboats, employed in 
the bombardment against the coast. In proximity of the beginning point, 24 December at 05:00 
hours at 18 miles approximately to NE of Ras el Tin, the Settembrini sighted a submarine against 
which it launch a torpedo without to hit the target, redeeming itself then in immersion. Also this 
cruise carried out between 24 and 28 December does not turn out appreciable results. Between 31 
December finally and 7 January 1941 successive the patrolling of waters cirenaico-Egyptians was 
carried out from the Smg Dagabur that carried out also nocturnal offensive recognitions in the 
gulf of Sollum and the immediate vicinities of Sidi el Barrani. 

In their whole therefore the offensive cruises were not demonstrated fruitful. 

The activity of our submarines in Aegean, in the month of December 1940, was 
discontinuous. Short missions, carried out between 3 and 6 December, were carried out by the 
Smg Ametista - Zaffiro - Jantina. 

The Smg Ametista operated from the 3 to the 6 in the vicinity of Cape Drepano for 
control of the routes of approach to Salonicco; the Smg Zaffiro and Jantina operated from the 3rd 
to the 4th in the group of the Cicladi islands, respective in waters to the east of Naxos and south 
of Amorgo. A longer period than activity was recorded in the third week of the month with the 
missions carried out from the Smg Zaffiro and Onice that patrolled the first, from the 23rd to the 
30th, waters west along Mytilene the Smirne-Salonicco route, the second the waters to northern 
Crete, between Cape Sidero and Canea until to a distance from the coast of 20 miles. 

Besides to the offensive missions examined above, were carried out in the month of 
December 1940 also one mission of mostly of antisubmarine protecting ambush and one material 
transport mission. The Smg H § participated mostly to the first mission that patrolled from 23 
December the accesses from the west to the gulf of Naples, carrying out nocturnal antisubmarine 
search. 

In order to obviate finally to the deficiency of materials being necessary for the work of 
the boats located at Lero, was arranged the departure of 
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Smg Zoea with a cargo of spare parts. Sailed from Taranto the morning of the 22nd the 
submarine arrived at Lero the 26th successive in order to leave again some, with degraded 
materials from that base, 3 January 1941 returning to Taranto day 7. 

Altogether therefore in the month of December 1940, 25 missions of which 23 with 
offensive-explored tasks were carried out, with the employment of 22 boats. In the course of 
these missions they were executed 3 attacks, of which 1 against a submarine and were launch 
7 torpedoes with the result to seriously damage a cruiser of 4,290 tons. On the other hand, 
endured the loss of a submarine (the Naiade) to work of opposing antisubmarine means. 

The month of December 1940 in such a way recorded the more modest activity until 
then carried out by our underwater forces, is in the number of missions and in the number of 
boats employed. 

From the examination of the activity carried out from the national submarines in the 
first 7 months of war one finds that, after the massive employment of unit taken place in the 
course of the first month of war and in minor measure in the second, the activity 
subsequently has become stabilized on a medium employment number of approximately 27 
boats. In total 359 missions of varied type, were carried out the excluded transfer missions 
that will be brought back in the appropriate chapter in the "Data statistical". The results 
achieve were 7,005 tons of unit from war and 13,555 tsl of mercantile unit sunk and the 
downing of an airplane. Also 2 units from war and 3 cargo vessels were certainly damaged, 
and probably damaged another 4 military units and 3 aircraft. We, in the 7 months considered 
, endured the loss of 14 units and just 2 to work of aircraft, 2 to work of submarines and 10 to 
work of surface torpedo boats. The most serious losses took place in the months of June and 
October 1940 - respective 6 and 4 submarines - even though the percentage, regarding the 
number of employed units, turn out of 7.7% for the June month and of 18.5% for the month 
of October 1940. To find, moreover, that finally on 52 attacks that were made there were 
altogether 93 weapons launched that it represents an average of 1.8 of torpedoes per attack, 
the average undoubtedly low. Just in order to obviate to this disadvantage the High 
Command of the Submarines it decided later on that, in the actions conduct against military 
as well as mercantile unit greater than 1,000 tons, salvos of the torpedo did not have to be 
inferior to 4 weapons. 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


From the aforesaid examination one finds moreover that a single unit of new 
construction participated to the operations in the Mediterranean in the first 7 months of 
war. In truth 4 boats had been prepare in this period (the Smg Bianchi - Torelli - 
Malaspina and Baracca) but, with the exception of the Smg Bianchi that carried out a 
mission in the western Mediterranean in August, the others 3 submarines, and 
subsequently also the Bianchi, were moved to the Atlantic. The weight, therefore, of the 
activity already weighed on the units in armament from 10 June 1940, that they were in 
great part of old construction and of war performances adapted to the hardest fight does 
not set up in these vital theaters. 

The remarkable number of interrupted missions because of damages to essential 
equipment of aboard, are of evidence. 
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CHAPTER IV 
ACTIVITY OF THE SUBMARINES 
From 1-1-'41 To 30-6-'41 


1, - MONTH OF JANUARY 1941. 


The beginning of the second year of war found our reduced underwater forces of 
the Mediterranean of number for the losses endured and not still replaced with new unit 
constructions. Moreover the numerous missions carried out from nearly all the boats in 
service had subordinate to providing the material rendering necessary restoration work of 
efficiency part from of the arsenal workforce and part from of the embarked personnel 
that, also under this aspect, was demonstrated superior to every praise. 

The crews, it is necessary to specify it, were always the same ones who had begun 
the operations on 10 June 1940 not yet being ready the replacements. The submarine 
school of Pola in fact had begun to only work in the month of October of 1940. It is 
necessary also to find that the crews, to returning from difficult missions of war, that had 
put to hard tries their physical and psychical resistance, were found frequently to having 
to face the enemy aerial attacks to the naval bases, especially those overseas, for whose 
defense was lavished with the highest urgency, to all disadvantage of that rest and that 
distension that would have been much necessary. 

In January 1941 the British offensive begun 9 December was continuing in Libya 
that carried, on 5 January, to the fall of the fort of Bardia and 22 January to that one of 
Tobruk. 
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The offensive of the Western Desert Force continued to take advantage of the 
direct support of the Mediterranean Fleet for coastal bombardment and for the express 
influx, in the immediate rear of the front, for supply by means of the employment of 
small boats and of barges that navigated with routes very close to the coast. Therefore as 
it can be found from the Map n. 10, the activity of our submarines in the center-eastern 
Mediterranean in this period was understanding mainly to contrast the traffic that the 
enemy carried out along the coasts of Cireanica and Egypt. 

On the Greek-Albanian front, where the prohibitive conditions of that particularly 
hard winter had tax a war of position, were being proceeded activity to the expansion of 
our forces for the imminent spring offensive resumption. That in the first place involved 
the use and the defense of the communication ways, to which ours submarines 
participated with numerous ambushes in the waters overlooking the Greek islands and the 
channel of Otranto. 

Between the 7 and 13 January the British naval forces carried out an important 
operation "Excess" called. It resolved to do: 

- the shipment of supplies from Gibraltar to Malta and Greece for means of 
convoy MC 4 constituent of 4 fast steamboats (the destination of the cargo vessels was 
respective of 1 to Valletta and 3 to Pireo); 

- the shipment from Alexandria to Malta of 2 steamboats loaded with supplies for 
the island (mostly fuels); 

- the transfer from Malta to Alexandria and Port Said of 8 steamboats. 

For the protection of these 14 steamboats, were divided into 4 convoys, English 
employed practically all the forces present in the Mediterranean. The Force H of 
Gibraltar taken to the sea with 1 battleship, | battle cruiser , 1 aircraft carriers, 4 cruisers 
and 12 naval destroyer; the Mediterranean Fleet with 3 battleships, 2 aircraft carriers, 5 
cruisers and numerous naval destroyer subdivided in several units with various tasks (see 
Vol. IV: "The naval actions in the Mediterranean" -2* Ed. 1970 - page. 310 and 
following). 
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The High Command of the Submarines, come to acquaintance of the enemy 
movements when these were already begins and ignoring their extension, complexity and 
scope, it predisposed ambushes of submarines mostly along the Tunisian coasts and in 
waters of Malta, where was presumable that the enemy ships had to converge. 
Consequently zone A was undefended and the western part of the zone B, concentrating 
in the eastern part of these last 10 submarines that were alternated in the ambushes; 
another 7 boats watched waters overlooking the Jonie islands. 

Based on such dispositions 2 submarines: Axum and Aradam, took to position 
from the 8th along the Algerian-Tunisian coasts, respective 20 miles to NE of Bona and 
40 miles to the east of the island of Galite. Also they remained in ambush until to day 12, 
it is worth to say in the period of time in which the coming from convoy from Gibraltar it 
journeyed in those waters, these submarines, given their coastal positions, did not carry 
out sights. Only the Smg Aradam, in the late afternoon of the 9th, found by hydrophones 
movement of a lot of distant ships and a systematic antisubmarine search from part of 
light ships. 

A successive ambush, predisposed 21 January along 10° meridian at 
approximately 30 miles from the Tunisian coast, was not carried out. 

In fact the Smg Corallo that had been destined was forced, because of a damage 
to the forward diving planes, to return to the base and equally to a damage to the thermal 
engines, happened to the Smg Diaspro which sorted the 22 in order to replace the 
Corallo. 

In the zones to the west and to the east of Malta they came lined up 3 submarines. 
The Smg Bandiera, in the point 35 miles to SE of Pantelleria, and the Smg Santarosa, 35 
miles west of Malta, had to carry out a circuit of 30 miles of amplitude around a point 
they assigned with normal routes to the probable directions of origin of enemy forces. 
Finally the submarine Settimo was assigned to a zone of patrolling of 15 miles of beam 
round a point approximately 70 miles distant for 110° from Malta. 

The Smg Bandiera and Santarosa reached the assign points the day of the 8th and 
the Smg Settimo was in zone to only starting from the morning of the 10th. All three 
remained in ambush until to 
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evening of the 12th. Of the 2 submersible only the Smg Santarosa deployed in the waters to 
the west of Malta carried out two sights of light unit, respective the evening of the 8th and 
that one of the 10th, without however succeeding to carry itself in favorable position to the 
launch. Both these boats carried out moreover without success, in the night of the 1 1th, the 
search of the naval group comprising the aircraft carrier [//ustrious, remained seriously 
damaged on the 10th from aerial attacks in waters between Pantelleria and Malta. 

The Smg Settimo (Cap. Corv. Mario Spano) rather found little by the hydrophones 
after having reached in zone, between 14:00 and 17:00 hours of the 10th, movements of 
opposing forces all in withdraw towards the east. Emerged to the sunset and moved until to 
the southern limit of the zone, it sighted and it attacked at 22:15 of same day of the 10th, in 
lat. 35°22' N and long. 16°15' E, two units of war appreciated as light, proceeding cruisers 
online of row and with route to the east. At 22:22, from close distance inferior to the 1,500 
meters, it launch three torpedo, with opening salvo against the unit of head of the section. In 
the phase of disengagement in immersion, carried out a second launch later, it distinguished 
perceived the explosion of an weapon. Of this action, however, is not a trace found some in 
any of the British documentation that only speaks about the attack suffered from the cruisers 
Southampton and Gloucester the afternoon of the next day, 110 miles to the east, from part of 
aircraft of the Axis. The Italian-Germans Stukas succeeded to hit in that occasion the CL 
Southampton that, caught fire, was subsequently sunk by British units. 

As executed by the Smg Seftimo has launch against these cruisers, departing from 
Malta the morning of the day of the 11th in order to join to the escort of the convoys already 
in sea directed to Alexandra, must think that they attacked the cruisers of the English 7th 
Division of indirect escort to the convoys distended to Alexandria and that evening of the 
10th just journeyed into the zone of ambush of the Sefttimo. 

In waters to the east of Malta, during the second half of January 1941, following the 
Smg Smeraldo from 16 to 18 January; the Smg Settimo, from the 21 to the 29 January, and 
finally the Smg Colonna to 31 January. The three boats were all hindered in their missions 
from storms that characterized) that period and, in particular, the Smg Smeraldo was forced, 
the 18th, to interrupt 
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the mission for a damage to the accumulating batteries due to the prohibitive 
conditions of the sea. Also the Smg Colonna, after a short stay in the ambush zone, was 
forced to return due to damage to the thermal engines. 

In the channel of Otranto and waters overlooking the Greek islands seven 
submarines alternated in ambushes understandings to intercept eventual offensive 
movements of opposing units of surface against our traffic with Albania. In the first 
decade of the month the Smg Turchese and Ambra, respective operated to the west of the 
island of Corft' and to SW of the island of Satisfied. On 7 January moreover, a third 
submarine, the Corridoni, took a position west of the island of S. Maura , patrolling until 
the 16th. In the second decade of January, and exactly from the 12th to the 21st, the Smg 
Menotti and Speri, found in the respective zones the Smg Turchese and Ambra. In the 
third decade of the month, finally, the Millelire and the Jalea assured the vigilance west 
of Satisfied and S. Maura. All these boats made return the bases without to have carried 
out any sight of enemy ships. 

In the eastern Mediterranean the activity of our underwater forces during the 
month of January '41 was carried out mostly along the coasts of the Cirenaica in support 
of the situation in action on that land front. The operating modalities however of the 
missions assigned to our boats were various in that they carried out offensive cruises 
along the strip comprised litoranea, to the about, between Derna and Marsa Matruh, to a 
medium distance from the coast of one some thirty of miles, with nocturnal recognitions 
especially in the gulf of Sollum. 

Five submarines had to be alternated in the course of the month, in these missions. 
However only four succeeded to carry them to the finished. 

The Smg Tembien (Ten. Vasc. Guido Gozzi) departed from Messina 1 January 
began the cruise to the height of Derna the 6th successive, carrying out in the night 
between the 7 and 8 January the nocturnal recognition in the gulf of Sollum. At 00:45 of 
the 8th, approximately to the height of Bardia, it sighted a large steamboat that brought 
supplies in that port which a few days before had fallen in opposing hands. With ready 
maneuver the Tembien launch in immersion three pairs of torpedoes without however 
succeeding to hit the target also for irregular race of the arms. This disadvantage - the 
first 
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of such entity complaint from the start of the war - the successive mission of our 
submarine that having sighted in the succeeding days other ships compromised all, 
among which a large auxiliary ship and a destroyer, could not act against them for lack of 
efficient arms aboard. The Tembien returned to the base of Augusta the 12th. Between 9 
and 15 January the Smg Galatea carried out in its turn a cruise, with the same modalities, 
without moreover to make sights. It followed, the 18th, the Smg Serpente that pushed 
itself until the height of Marsa Matruh, hindered however from the adverse conditions of 
sea. Between the 23 and 30 January the patrolling of the zone was assured from the Smg 
Dessié. A fifth boat, Salpa, would have had to find the Dessié. 3 February but, during 
navigation of transfer from Augusta to Derna, Salpa sighted some naval destroyer in 
systematic search that subjected it to violent hunting forcing it, for the damages endured 
to the accumulating batteries, to interrupt the mission and to return to base. 

Four missions finally were carried out in the Aegean. In Cretean waters the Smg 
Delfino and the Smg Beilul operated. The first one patrolled, between the 4 and 10 
January, the waters comprised between Cape Sidero and the bay of Suda; the second was 
put to the ambush to north of the channel of Caso. Both found movements of enemy 
ships. The Smg Delfino in fact sighted at nighttime, the 6 and 9 January, in the vicinities 
of the bay of Suda, a naval destroyer squadrons that did not succeed in both cases to 
attack for unfavorable cinematic conditions. The Smg Beilul (Cap. Corv. Paulo 
Vagliasindi) sighted in its turn at 23:45 of 8 January a convoy of 5 large steamboats 
escorted from 3 units of war and directed towards the Egyptians ports. Begun the attack 
in surface at maximum speed, he launched at 00:17 of the 9th against the group of 
steamboats, as he introduced compact, at first two torpedoes with a spread between them 
of 6°, and subsequently, another salvo of two torpedoes without aperture between them, 
remaining on the surface in order to observe the outcome of the attack. Sighted however 
from unit of the escort he was forced to redeem itself in immersion. After 2 minutes and 
55 seconds from the launch two strong explosions were heard for which it thought to 
have hit some unit of the convoy, in that relieved by the lack of reaction from part the 
escorts. Also of this attack also not a trace in the British documentation is found. 
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In the group of the Cicladi the Smg Narvalo and the Smg Neghelli operated 
instead. The first one from the 14 to 20 January in the channel between the island of 
Naxos and that of Mikoni; the second, under the command of the Cap. Corv. Carlo 
Ferracuti, in waters of access to the gulf of Atene for the attack of the traffic directed to 
Pireo. From the Neghelli no more news was had after the departure happened from the 
base of Lero at 00:40 of 14 January. The English documentation reports that on 19 
January, at 11:25, the DD Greyhound attacked with depth bombs in lat. 37"15' N and 
long 24°04' E (40 miles to NE it of the Falconara island in the zone therefore of ambush 
of the Neghelli) a submarine, that it had torpedoed and damaging it the steamboat 
Cumming Clan of 7,264 tsl., one of the three steamboats arriving in the Greek ports in the 
course of operation "Excess". Since in that period only the Smg Neghelli was in ambush 
in those waters, is from presuming that she has been victim with all the its crew of the 
action carried out from the DD Greyhound the morning of the 19th. 

To completion of the activity carried out by our underwater forces in the course of 
the month of January 1941 is necessary to cite the 8 missions of ambush, in 
predominately antisubmarine function, carried out in metropolitan waters. The Smg H 8 
carried out in the night on 7 January a antisubmarine nocturnal search 20 miles west of 
Ischia; the Smg Salpa performed a exploratory mission of the coast of Augusta in 26 days 
and 27 January; the Smg, Valachite executed a antisubmarine hydro-phonic search in 
waters of access from north to the strait of Messina in the night of the 27th. The 
remaining 5 missions were all carried out in the gulf of Taranto in the nights on the 21, 
24 (2 missions), 26 and 29 January respective from the Smg Ondina, Sirena, Uarsciek (2) 
and Topazio. 

Altogether, therefore, in the month of January 1941, 32 boats carried out 34 
missions of war of which 26 with offensive-explored tasks, during which 4 lead attacks 
(1 against unit of war and 3 against mercantile units) with the launch 15 of torpedoes. 

As far as the results achieve, holding account only of those confirmed from 
opposing source, can be recorded the damaging of a cargo vessel of 7,264 tsl., also not 
being able to exclude the possibility of others is also partial successes. Moreover it is 
right to remember that, in the considered period, they were manifested 
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serious anomalies in the behavior of the arms, disadvantages never before find, 
that negatively affected the rendering of the boats. 

In the month of January 1941 will always endure the loss of a submarine, while 
others 5 were forced to interrupt their missions, one for damages brought back in combat 
and 4 because of imputable accidental damages above all to awful the conditions of the 
sea. 


2. - MONTH OF FEBRUARY 1941. 


Also in the February month the employment of the submarines was placed to 
contrast the movements of the opposing forces and to defend our lines of communication, 
especially those with Albania. 

On the Libyan front the British offensive continued that carried 7 February to the 
fall of Benghazi and the 10th to the stabilization of the front on the line of El Agheila. In 
the picture of the strong collaboration between operating English Army and Navy in 
Africa North, light and auxiliary units of the Mediterranean Fleet was engaged is for the 
logistic support of the operating forces along the Balbia and in the prompt reactivation of 
the ports and the occupied anchorages. The large fleet of Alexandria - to part an incursion 
in waters of the central Mediterranean, carried out in the first days of the month, which 
diversionary action in support to a contemporary sortie of Force H in the western 
Mediterranean - carried out between the 19 and 23 February a series of movements in 
relation to operation "MC 8" understanding to make to flow supplies and reinforcements 
to Malta and to Greece. 

In the western Mediterranean Force H of Gibraltar with 1 battle cruiser, 1 
battleship, 1 aircraft carriers, | cruiser and 10 naval destroyers, had departed their base 
the evening of 31 January with a twofold objective: to attack 2 February, with aerial 
bombers and torpedo bombers, the dam of the Tirso in Sardinia; to bomb morning of the 
3rd the port of Genoa where was thought, among other things, was in departure a large 
contingent of troops destined overseas. While the attack to the dam of the Tirso happened 
as previewed the morning of the 2nd, in conditions 
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adverse meteorological conditions and with results all to the negative, the attack against 
Genoa was cancelled for the prohibitive conditions of the time that would not have 
allowed with the British units to find themselves, at hours previewed from the operations 
plan, in the beginning point of bombardment. Returning to Gibraltar the afternoon of 4 
February, Force H of departed unexpectedly the evening of the 6th directed to, after a 
diversion into the Atlantic having the goal to confuse our intelligence services, for the of 
Liguria gulf passing to north of the Baleari islands. The concomitant of bombarding 
Genoa and other aerial actions against object of the Upper Tyrrhenian, was carry out the 
morning of the 9th; whereupon Force H directed to high speed for return to Gibraltar (see 
Vol. IV: "the naval actions in the Mediterranean" -2nd Ed. 1970 page. 338 and 
following). 

In the picture of these enemy movements whose real purposes were not on the 
moment correctly characterized, the deployment of our submarines turned out as follows 
(see map number 11). 

In zone A, two boats, the Smg Ascianghi and Sciré having took position on 3 
February in the gulf of Genoa. Their starting points of patrolling had been fixed 
respective to 20 and 40 miles for SE of Cape Mele. From these points the boats where 
spaced to begin the nocturnal search of "the naval force coming from the area of 
Gibraltar" (therefore were specified in the operations order) covering 20 miles for south 
and then 20 miles for 240°, that search that the boats effected regularly in the days 3 and 
4 before being recalled to base. In the night of the 3rd, moreover, the Smg H / and H 4 
carried out antisubmarine protective ambush predominantly, in waters before La Spezia 
and Livorno. If Force H of Gibraltar had not been forced by adverse conditions of the 
time to interrupting the previewed operation for morning of the day 3 February, it would 
have undoubtedly been intercepted by our submarines, which could correctly pinpoint its 
position and have rendered possible an intervention form our surface naval forces. Force 
H, as indicated, rather wrapped up in a tempest and was forced to delay the bombardment 
against the ligure port for one week. This time 
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waters of the gulf of Genoa were not found in ambush any national submarines. 

When it was obvious that Force H was found newly in sea and directed towards 
the east being be localized off the coast of the Baleari, also without to have been able to 
appreciate its exact objective, comes logical to wonder provided that it was not let out of 
new the submarines in order to locate them in the points already assigns in precedence 
and distant from the base of La Spezia respective 40 and 60 miles. It turns out some, of 
other part, than the Smg Ascianghi and Sciré had brought back in the previous mission 
such damages not allow a new prompt sortie to sea. In the relationship of mission of the 
Smg Sciré which, for recorded, it had completed the previous 26 January a turn of work 
of normal maintenance, law that the boat was perfectly efficient. The explanation of these 
misfortunes, already found in the cited volume "the naval actions in the Mediterranean", 
must be searched in the surprised element that the vicissitude had a determining part in 
all, having the Italian High naval Command excluded the possibility that the enemy could 
itself be ventured within the gulf of Liguria. 

The Smg Ascianghi carried out another ambush, 17 February, in the point 45 
miles to NW of Cape Corso while the Smg H 6, on the 28th and 1 March successive, 
patrolled the waters before La Spezia. 

No other mission was carried out from our boats in the zone A for the entire 
month of February 1941. 

In the B zone, in waters to south of the Sardinia, they were lines up altogether 
three submarines. The Smg Corallo carried out a mission on 3 and 4 February, in 
coincidence with the first sortie of Force H of Gibraltar, in a point approximately 30 
miles to north of Cape Bougaroni; mission however hindered from a very strongly squall 
from the west. 

Later on with the second sortie to sea of Force H they left the base of Cagliari, the 
evening of the 8th, the same Corallo and the Smg Diaspro in order to form an obstruction 
to the east of the island the Galite, along 10° meridian And While the Smg Diaspro could 
complete its mission, patrolling the zone assigned in the 10 days and 11 February, the 
Smg Corallo, soon after having left the base, it was forced to return from troubles to the 
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thermal motors. The boat continued the mission then, in the zone previously patrolled by the 
Diaspro, on 16 and 17 February. 

In waters west of Malta intercrossed the Smg Manara and Santarosa, than from the 2 
to 4 February in ambush respective 35 miles to SE of Pantelleria and 15 miles to NW of 
Linosa. They second carried out a patrolling of 30 miles of amplitude on the normal direction 
to the probable route of origin of the enemy naval forces. 

The Smg Santarosa returned to intercross in the zone previously assigned in the days 
9 and 10 February, found on the 13th from the Smg Manara that until the 21st operated in a 
zone 40 miles west of Malta. To 80 miles to SE of Malta they alternated in the ambushes the 
Smg Tembien, from the 3rd to the 12th; the Smg Dagabur, from the 13th to the 23rd and 
finally the Smg Settimo from the 26 to | March. The Capponi, that it had to find day 24 the 
Smg Dagabur, exited from Messina the afternoon of the 23rd was forced a few hours later, 
for bad operation of the thermal engines, to return to the base. 

Altogether therefore in the zone of Malta 7 missions were carried out without that the 
boats made sights of any sort. Only the Dagabur found far movements of a submarine chaser 
hydro-phonically probably connected to the arrival at Malta of 3 light cruisers and 3 naval 
destroyer, with reinforcements aboard assigned the troops of the island (operation "MC 8"). 

The activity of our submarines in before waters the Jonie islands and in those of 
access to the Channel of Otranto, also was in the month of February 1941, enough intense 
one. 

In the first ten days of the month the Smg Turchese and Uarsciek operated , in 
respective ambush west of the islands of Corft' and S. Maura. They were it finds, also in the 
same zones, by the Smg Topazio and Speri that remained in zone for all the second decade of 
the month. These boats were in their time find on the 22nd by the Smg Turchese and Menotti 
whom they intercrossed respective until to 4 and to 6 March. Also in the course of these 
missions the boats did not make some sight. 

In zone C the activity of our submarines was timed above all to contrast the opposing 
traffic along the cirenaiche coasts, connected to the operations in course on the Libyan front. 
Having had to interrupt its mission for the damages caused from a violent antisubmarine 
hunting the Smg Salpa, as we have seen, 
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could not to carry out the offensive cruise along the cirenaiche coasts previewed for the 
first days of February. The first submarine therefore that came into the zone was the 
Malachite that, left from Messina 4 February, began on the 9th, from the height of 
Apollonia, the patrolling along the coast at a distance of 20 miles, pushing itself until 
beyond Bardia. On the return route, at 01:00 hours of the 14th the boat sighted, to north 
of Ras el Tin, one ship of war of imprecise type directed towards the east. Our unit 
moved to the attack, but the attempt was frustrated from the unfavorable cinematic 
conditions. The Malachite left the patrolling zone on the 15th and was the 19th 
successive found the Smg Ambra that patrolled for three days a zone delimited from the 
meridians of Tolmetta and Ras el Tin and some thirty miles deep, coming therefore 
moved 80 miles west. It left on the 24 February the cirenaiche waters without to have 
been able to carry out any action. Another boat, the Smg Galatea, operated in the eastern 
Mediterranean from 26 February to 10 March in a wide zone with center in the point 40 
miles to SSE of Castelrosso. The ambush had been predisposed after an English attempt 
to get hold with a surprise attack of the eccentric isle of the Dodecanese. The operation 
had beginning the night on 25 February with the disembarkation of a "British 
commandos" from part of 2 naval destroyer and under the direct protection of | cruiser. 
The ready reaction of the small national garrison and the participation of the Italian aerial 
and naval forces of the Dodecanese did not allow with the adversary of to continue in the 
days succeeded in its action that previewed the disembarkation of one company of 
infantry. The morning of 28 February therefore the English Commandos ordered to all 
the naval unit engaged in the operation (1 cruiser, 3 naval destroyer, 1 gunboat and 1 
means from armed disembarkation) to redeem itself after to have re-embarked the 
grounding forces. 

The Smg Galatea, in ambush in waters to south of Castelrosso, sighted the 
morning of the 28th, at 03:35 hours, two light units, that probably made part of the 
British forces engaged in waters of Castelrosso. In the doubt that could be a matter of 
national units, in how much three our torpedo boats intercrossed in the zone, the boat 
abdicated to attack. 
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1 In Aegean the underwater activity in February 1941 was limited to two 
missions. The first the Smg Beilul, from the 9th to the 15th, in waters to north of the bay 
of Suda, mission hindered from adverse conditions of the sea that reached force 7 + 8; the 
second by the Sirena, 17 and 18, 15 miles to the east of the Kupho island along the 
southern Cretan coast, interrupted mission to caused by a leek of water taken place in the 
sheaths of the propeller axles. 

To the end of February moreover two missions for the transport of materials to the 
national forces located in the Aegean were carried out and to which the Smg Zoea and 
Micca participated. The Zoea, left from Taranto 23 February with a cargo of various 
materials assigns to Lero, arriving at that base the 28 in order to depart 9 March directed 
to Taranto that it arrived at on the 13th. The Micca (Cap. Corv. Guido d'Alterio) left 
instead the 28th from Taranto with a cargo of 105 tons of benzine, 70 of ammunitions 
and sure a quantitative of provisions. Arriving to Lero 4 March it left again the 11 
successive in order to return to Taranto. In the course of this navigation, soon after to 
have exceeded the strait of Cerigotto, the boat was strongly sighted the night on the 13 , 
in that distance favorite from the lunar glimmer, a formation of destroyers on beta that 
allowed attack. Locked the distances in surface, the Micca continued the attack in 
immersion launch, at 03:55, a torpedo on the hydro-phone data but without result. 

For how much one refers to the missions of protective ambush, mostly 
antisubmarine, beyond to those already cited carried out in the gulf of Liguria from the 
type "H" submarines, anothers three missions were carried out in the gulf of Taranto, to 
which the Smg Ambra, Corridoni and Nereide participated respective in the nights to on 
9, 13 and 22 February. 

On the whole, the activity of the national boats in the course of the month of 
February can be reassumed in these data: 32 missions carried out, with the employment 
of 24 submarines. Of these 32 missions, 24 were those to offensive-exploratory character 
(have not been counted the missions carried out respective from the Smg Corallo and 
Capponi in as much as they were forced to return soon after to have left the base and 
without to have reached the zone they were assigned); 6 those of mostly antisubmarine 
protective ambush and finally 2 for transport materials. Because of nearly the total 
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lack of sights in the course of the missions, was not had to record any success. The only 
attack carried out was that one of the Smg Micca. You will not endure but any loss, while 
3 units were forced to interrupt the missions because of imputable damages not to enemy 
actions. 


3. - MONTH OF MARCH 1941. 


In March, while on the North African front the Italian troops deployed on the line 
of El Agheila and the first contingents of the German Afrika Korps were prepared for the 
counter-offensive, the Mediterranean Fleet newly taken to sea in order to make to troops 
and supplied reach Greece and Malta. In the western Mediterranean instead during this 
month worthy opposing activity of note was not taken place. 

The more important operations carried out from the forces of Alexandria were: 

- transfer from Egypt to Greece of 4 complete divisions (logistic men, armaments 
and materials). The operation, famous with the conventional name "Lustre" was carried 
out between the 6 and 18 March with the employment of numerous units of war and 
cargo vessels (the cruisers was employed also for the transport of personnel); 

- transfer to Malta of a convoy of 4 steamboats, operation "MC 9", between the 19 
and the 25 of the month; 

- between the 27 and 30 March finally the operation that engaged all the 
Mediterranean Fleet, in order to neutralize the recognition in forces tried by our Naval 
Fleet against the enemy lines of supply between the Greek and Egyptians ports, incursion 
that determined the actions of Gaudo and Matapan. (see Vol. IV: "the naval actions in the 
Mediterranean" -2nd Ed. 1970 - page. 382 and following). 

The activity therefore of our submarines in consequence of the enemy naval 
activity, was carried out mostly in the eastern Mediterranean as it turns out from the 
attached Map n. 12 that the filler ambushes carried out in the month of March of 1941. 
The activity of our boats in the western Mediterranean, is in zone A is in zone B, was 
limited to two nocturnal search missions 
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mostly antisubmarine and of diurnal hydro-phonic ambush carried out in the gulf of Genoa by the 
Smg Colonna and Ascianghi, from 10 to 12 March, and to six missions of antisubmarine ambush 
in the before waters La Spezia and Livorno, carried out from the Smg H /, H 4 and H 6 that 
carried out two missions esch: the Smg H / in the nights on 4 and 26; the Smg H 4 in the nights 
on. 14 and on the 26 and finally the Smg H 6 in the nights on the 4 and 15 March. 

In waters of Malta the Smg Capponi, reached operated the 9th in the zone already 
garrisoned by the Smg Settimo, 80 miles approximately to the east of the island where found 
enemy systematic search. The evening of day 10 however, for the defective operation of some 
equipment aboard, the submarine was forced to interrupt the mission and to return to its base of 
Messina. For all the remaining period of the month the waters of Malta remained therefore 
completely undefended. 

The Smg Capponi, than under the command of the Cap. Corv. Romeo Romei had carried 
out numerous missions, went lost a few days after carring out the return from the last mission in 
waters of Malta. In the first hours of the afternoon of 31 March in fact, while on the surface it was 
being moved from Messina to La Spezia in order it are placed in disarmament, it was attacked, in 
lat. 3S"32' N and long. 15°15' E (17 miles approximately to south of Stromboli), from the British 
Smg Rorqual which it hit it with two torpedo that provoked to the express sinking of the unit and 
the loss of all the crew. 

In waters of the Jonie islands the activity carried out from our underwater forces was 
understood to contrast eventual incursions of adversaries light forces. The Smg Topazio patrolled 
between the 5 and 14 March a zone 35 miles west of the isle of Paxo, while the Smg Uarsciek 
operated from the 8 to 17 March, 40 miles west of Maura Saint. Subsequently the Smg Fisalia 
patrolled between the 16 and the 26 in a zone already assigned to the Topazio. It was found the 
31st from the Smg Adua that remained until to the 9 April successive. 

The greater activity of our submarines was carried out, as already pointed out, in the 
eastern Mediterranean, mainly along the routes between the Egyptians and the Aegean ports 
through the channels of Caso and Cerigotto. 

Along these routes in fact they were deployed, in succeeding times to, a good 11 
submarines. Along the coasts of the Cirenaica instead only the Smg Serpente carried out an 
ambush from the 2 to 7 March 
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in a zone comprised between the meridians of Ras Aamer and Derna and 20 miles deep. 

The channel of Caso was patrolled at first from the Smg Anfitrite (Ten. Vasc. 
Bruno Ghersina) that, departed from Lero the evening of the 4th, the successive day 
arrived in the zone. The operations order of the submarine previewed the attack against 
an important convoy that it was exactly known to have sailed from the Egyptians ports 
and directed to Greece with route passing through the channel. The Anfitrite, the morning 
of the 6th, being in immersion 20 miles to SE of Cape Sidero, could however not find by 
the hydrophones the approaching convoy for bad operation of the hydro-phonic 
apparatus. Uncovered from the units of the escort and subordinate to intense and specific 
hunting, our submarine was centered by numerous depth bombe that they caused the 
disabling of essential organs of command and water ways for sheet disconnection of the 
resistant hull, for which was forced to surface order to engage combat with the gun. Not 
hardly in surface the Anfitrite was endured hit to the base of the turret from a gun shot 
that it caused death and wounding aboard. Rendering vain further resistance, the boat was 
scuttled. The survivors were retrieve by the opposing units among which figured the DD 
Greyhound. 

Three Others boats were alternated, subsequently, in waters of the channel of 
Caso or in those surrounding. The Smg Ondina patrolled from 9 to 17 March a zone 70 
miles to SSE of Scarpanto, on the axis of Port Said-Capo Sidero (Crete), carrying out, the 
afternoon of day 13, the sight of an escorted convoy that however it did not succeed to 
attack. The Smg Beilul and Galatea operated 40 miles approximately to south of the 
channel of Caso from the 14 to the 17 and the 25 to 31 March respective, without 
however finding opposing traffic. 

Along the routes of approach to the channel of Cerigotto they took position at 
first, between the 15 and 22 March, the submarines Smeraldo and Malachite. The Smg 
Smeraldo (Cap. Corv. Vincenzo d'Amato) during navigation of transfer, 150 miles to NW 
of Alexandria, sighted in immersion in the late morning of the 13 to the distance of 
10,000 meters, a convoy of 7 steamboats, escorted by 1 cruiser and several destroyer with 
route NW. Given the unfavorable position to the sight and not being able to emerge in 
order to lock the distances in surface, the boat not 
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succeeded to attack. Equally unfruitful the night was the attack conducted on the 18 
against an enemy light unit that reacted timely forcing the Smeraldo to dip itself in order 
to avoid of being rammed. The evening of the 19 the submarine was located 50 miles 
more to the south of the zone previously occupied, along the Alexandria-Cape Crio 
(Crete) axis. 

The Smg Malachite (Ten. Vasc. Enzo Zanni) arrived the 16th in a zone, 50 miles 
west of that initially assigned to the Smeraldo, which was moved, two days later, along 
the Alexandria - Cape Crio (Crete) axis. In this new zone it sighted the night on the 19th, 
at 01:00 hours, in lat. 33°N and long. 26°40' E, a cruiser escorted by a naval destroyer, in 
favorable position for an attack on the surface. At 01:09 hours, at a close distance and in 
spite of the interference of the escort units, the Malachite launch two torpedoes against 
the greater unit that passed a few tens of meters astern to the cruiser. The ready reaction 
of the DD of the escort prevented every further attempt of Malachite to renew the attack. 

Both submarines temporary returned to the base of Lero in wait to execute other 
mission in waters of the eastern Mediterranean. 

On 22 March 4 other boats took to position along the line Alexandria-Cape Crio: 
the Smg Nereide - Ascianghi - Ambra and Dagabur. 

The Smg Nereide arrived on the 22 to 130 miles to NNW of Alexandria was 
moved, two days later, 50 miles towards the Egyptian coast in order to initially intercept 
enemy naval forces spotted in those waters, returning to the allotted point the 26th 
successive. This boat did not carry out the sights and on the 31st left the ambush zone. 

The Smg Ascianghi and Ambra took position instead the 24th, while the Smg 
Dagabur reached in zone the 29th. The three boats turned out line up in the zone center 
of Alexandria-Capo Crio axis, space out by approximately 60 miles between them, with 
the Smg Ascianghi in more southern position. All these units found movements of enemy 
ships and two of them could attack. The Smg Dagabur (Ten. Vasc. Domenico Romano) 
at 20:27 hours of the 30th, attacked in fact a light cruiser that proceeded, apparently 
alone, towards the Egyptian ports. Reached 
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distance of launch in favorable conditions of light (target that was outlined clear against 
the new moon at sunset), it launched at 20:37 two torpedo of which it heard, after 2 
minutes and 50 seconds, the explosion. Position estimated to the launch lat. 33°47' N and 
long. 25°24' E. 

The Smg Ambra (Ten. Vasc. Mario Arillo), than in the first hours of 31 March 
had begun navigation of return to base, at 02:37 sighted ahead, at a distance of 2,000 
meters, in position lat. 33°10' N and long. 26"20' E, one unit hull down on the sea 
proceeding towards Alexandria. The estimated speed of the ship, escorted ahead from a 
torpedo boat clearly characterized, was much modest one: 9 knots approximately. At 
02:44 the Ambra launched against the target, that was thought to be a oil tanker, three 
torpedo, remaining on the surface in order to observe the results of the launch. After 
some minutes was supply great blaze continuation from two violent explosions. 
Redeemed therefore in immersion, the submarine was subordinate violent and very much 
ineffective antisubmarine hunting. Having found by the hydrophones a single turbine, 
that one of the torpedo boat that gave the hunting to it, thought to have sunk the attacked 
unit. 

From the British documentation it turns out that that night and in that zone was 
torpedoed and sunk the CL Bonaventure of 5,450 t., of the escort to a convoy directed to 
Alexandria. The British documentation reports in fact that: "At 03,00 hours of the 
morning of 31 March in lat. 32° 20'N long. 26°35' E, the Bonaventure while navigated 
with route 131° to speed 16.5 knots escorting with 3 destroyers a convoy of 2 steamboats, 
was hit to abeam from two torpedo and sank. The survivors were collected by the DD 
Hereward, but 23 officials and 115 sailors were lost. The DD Stuart obtained a contact 
with the sonar and lead 7 attacks between the 01:30 and the 06:20 without claiming 
success". 

The sinking of the Bonaventure, at first attributed to the Smg Dagabur, after the 
clarification of English source would seem to have itself to assign instead to the Smg 
Ambra. In such case would subsist but also always doubt various elements, which as an 
example the cinematic data us of the target putting to calculation from the Ambera much 
various from those communicates to you, for which it is not from excluding that the 
Bonaventure was previously damaged 
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from the attack of the Smg Dagabur and forced therefore to reduce speed. 

While, as already pointed out, the Smg Ambra on 31 March left the ambush, the 
Smg Dagabur after it is removed of some mile from the zone of the above described 
action, continued in mission until to 5 April successive, without to carry out other sights. 

The Smg Onice (Cap. Corv. Gustavo Lovatelli) was the only boat that patrolled 
between 7 and 9 March the waters to the north of Crete in the vicinity of the channel of 
Caso. The night of the 8th, in lat. 35°36' N and long. 25°47' E (30 miles to NW of Cape 
Sidero), sighted at 02:00 hours some enemy units of war between which a presumed 
cruiser, probable escort of a convoy of which the transit had been marked. Begun the 
attack and reached to an appreciated distance of 2,000 meters from the unit of greatest 
displacement, it launched at 02:30 two torpedo spaces out by 8 seconds but that missed 
the target. 

In the course of the month in examination beyond the 6 missions of antisubmarine 
protecting ambush mostly carried out in the from Liguria gulf from the Smg H / - H 4 - 

H 6, others 8 missions of such type were carried out in the gulf of Taranto by the Smg 
Corridoni - Jalea - Adua - Da Procida-Speri and H 2. The Smg H 2 and Corridoni 
operated in the night of the 8th, the Smg Jalea in the night of the 11th, the Smg Da 
Procida and still H 2 in the night of the 15th, the Smg Speri in the night of the 17th, the 
Smg Adua in the 23rd night of and finally once again the Smg H 2 in the night of 27 
March. 

Reassuming, in the month of March 1941 there were carried out 33 missions of 19 
which with offensive-explored tasks and 14 of mostly antisubmarine protective ambush, 
with employment of 28 boats. In the course of these 33 missions had 4 attacks against 
units of war with the total launch of 9 weapons, and the sinking of an English cruiser of 
5,450 t. in service in the Royal Navy for a few months. 

In the same period we lament the loss of 2 boats: one later on to action of unit of 
surface and one for action of submarine. A single boat was forced to interrupt the mission 
for damage to equipment aboard. 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


142 


4. - MONTH OF APRIL 1941. 

Also in the month of April the activity of the national submarines in the Mediterranean 
(see Map n. 13) it was subordinated to evolving of the situation on the land fronts. 

In the Balkan peninsula, in fact, the 6 April had beginning the operations Italian-Germans 
against the Yugoslavia and, at the same time, those Germans against Greece, that they lead to the 
fast occupation of the two Countries. The shipment of a British Expeditionary Corps that until the 
capitulation of Greece, happened the 24 April 1941, had received new reinforces, was forced to 
re-embark itself under the incessant attacks of the Luftwaffe. With the operation "Demon" called, 
that continued for all the month of May, it was transferred in part to Crete, in the attempt to make 
of this island a containment and resistance point the opposing advance, and part in Egypt. 

On the African front the re-organization: Italian forces entirety with German mechanized 
units of the Afrika Korps, in the meantime flowed, began 31 March a fast counter-offensive that 
in 14 days drove back the British forces to the Egyptian border. The entire Cirenaica was retaken 
with the exception of the fort of Tobruk where a strong nucleus of English troops resisted 
tenaciously giving beginning to besieges that lasted 242 days. 

On the sea, before that the operation "Demon" engaged nearly the totality of its units, the 
Mediterranean Fleet - in the attempt to hinder the inflow of men and means to the Italian-German 
motorized army - carried out an incursion in waters of the western Libya bombing Tripoli the 
night on the 21 April. 

In the western basin instead they were had between the 2 and the 4 and between the 24 
and the 28 April, two operations conduct from Force H of Gibraltar in order to reinforce the aerial 
defense of Malta by means of the launch from the aircraft carriers of "Hurricane" type fighters. 

As it can be found from the map n. 13, the activity of our underwater forces was carried 
out mostly in waters between Crete and Alexandria where more intense opposing activity 
manifested. 

In the western basin (zone A), three of our submarines carried out in the course of the 
month 7 nocturnal search missions in the gulf of Genoa against eventual incursions of enemy 
surface units. 
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L’Inc Bonaventure attaccato ed affondato da Smg italiani il 31 marzo 1941. 
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They participated to these missions the Smg Colonna and Da Procida that operated between 
the 3 and 5th and between 6 and 8 April. From the 26 to the 28 April to these boats joined the 
Smg Ametista. These missions, carried out every whenever were marked the sortie of enemy 
forces from Gibraltar, came integrated from another six antisubmarine nocturnal search 
missions carried out in the gulf of Liguria from the Smg H / - 4 H and H 6. The Smg H / 
carried out solo searches in days 7 and 8; the Smg H 4 two missions, one in the night on the 
6th and in days 27 and 28; the Smg H 6 finally 3 missions, one in the night on the 6th with 
the Smg H 4, one in days 7 and 8 with the Smg H / and one in days of 28th and 27th still 
with the Smg A 4. 

In zone B, and that is in waters to south of the Sardinia, they took position, in 
occasion of before the two sorties of Force H of Gibraltar, the Smg Corallo and Turchese that 
put to the ambush, the first one from the 3rd to the 8th, in a zone 25 miles to NE of Bona and 
the second from the 4th to the 8th, 15 miles approximately to north of Cape Blanc (Tunisia). 
The missions of these two boats were remarkably hindered from the adverse conditions of the 
sea that reached force 8 in those days. The brevity of the carried out missions, that not above 
mentioned other part any result, is from offered in relation to the operation, called "Winch", 
that Force H of Gibraltar with 1 battle cruiser, 1 aircraft carriers, 1 cruiser and 5 naval 
destroyers, undertook between the 2nd and 4 April in order to reinforce the aerial defense of 
Malta. 

In waters west of Malta, in occasion of the cited operation "Winch", the Smg 
Santarosa carried out an ambush, from the 4th to the 8 April, in a zone 35 miles 
approximately to the east of Linosa. Also this boat met prohibitive conditions of sea that 
determined, among the other things, the loss at sea of an Officer of the bridge guard. 

At the same time, in waters to east of the island, 85 miles for SE, taken to position the 
Smg Settembrini. 

The center-western part of the B zone remained unguarded in the successive period of 
the month until when, in the third decade, new movements were not outlined are of H Force 
(than between the 24 and the 28 carried out with the operation "Dunlop" a new supply of 
aircrafts to Malta), as well as of the Mediterranean Fleet of Alexandria engaged in protection 
and escort of convoys for Malta and in the incursion against our traffics 
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with Libya. From the 19th to 27 April, in fact, the Smg Mameli operated in a zone 70 miles to 
the east of Malta while the Smg Manara patrolled waters to the east of Lampedusa. Both the 
boats carried out crisscrossing along the routes of approach to the Valletta without moreover 
to have the possibility to attack. The two boats were relived by the Smg Settimo and 
Santarosa that laid ambush respective the 28 and the 29 April. 

In before waters the Jonie islands were had in April 1941 only two ambushes; one 
carried out by the Smg Menotti from the 10th to the 21st and by the Smg Uarsciek from the 
22nd to 29th, respective at 40 and 30 miles west of the Corft-Paxo channel. 

During the military operations against Yugoslavia that had begin, as it is known, on 6 
April 1941, were puts into effect moreover some patrols before the Dalmatian coasts. The 
Smg Salpa carried out an ambush from the 2nd to the 13 April, 45 miles to the west of the 
Yugoslav-Albanian border, replaced by the Smg Medusa that patrolled those waters from the 
14th to the 18th; while the Smg Jalea carried out its mission between the 5th and the 13th in 
waters 20 miles to south of Sebenico. 

In this month the more important activity of our submarines was carried out in the 
very eastern Mediterranean (in concomitance with the English naval operations between 
Egypt and Greece) with the employment of 14 boats. 

Along the Cyrenaica-Egyptian coast the Smg Aradam and Onice operated in the first 
decade of the month. The first one was put in ambush between the 2nd and the 7 April 85 
miles to north of the gulf of Sollum; the second carried to 100 miles to NW of Alexandria 
and 40 miles from the coast. Both normally carried out crisscrossing along to the axis of 
Alexandria-channel of Cerigotto. The Smg Onice that patrolled the zone assigned from the 
5th to the 15 April, the 10th and the 13th, movements of opposing light units and cargo 
vessels, enduring antisubmarine hunting on the 10th without but sustaining damage. In the 
second decade of the month located in those waters the Smg Malachite and Topazio that 
operated: the first one from the 10th to 18 April, 100 miles to north of the gulf of Sollum; the 
second from the 16th to the 24th, 100 miles to NW of Marsa Matruh. 

The evening of the 14th the Malachite (Ten. Vasc. Enzo Zanni) sighted at 23:37 in 
favorite lunar light, at a distance of 7,000 meters and with wide beta, 2 large steamboats that, 
were escorted by light unit, 
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proceeded with route 160° towards the Egyptians ports. After to have try to carry itself in 
favorable position to the launch sailing on the surface, he was forced to redeem itself in 
immersion by counter-maneuver of one of the destroyers of the escort. Resurfacing soon 
after, sighted other escorted steamboats that evidently were part of the same convoy 
directed to Alexandria. Not being able also in this second occasion to move to the attack 
for unfavorable the cinematic conditions, Malachite was limited to signal the position of 
the enemy convoy to the other boats operating in the zone. The signal made from the 
Malachite, rebroadcast immediately from the Command of the Submarines to the units at 
sea, determined the search of the convoy from part of the Smg Topazio, in ambush 60 
miles approximately to the east. The Topazio however did not succeed to take contact 
with the enemy, probably for a turn carried out by the convoy after the sight of 
Malachite. 

In the third decade of the month another five submarines operated in the 
cirenaico-Egyptians waters: three gravitating in the waters before the cirenaica coast 
(Smg Settembrini - Fisalia - Ondina) and two in the waters nearer to Alexandria (Smg. 
Nereide and Turchese). The Settembrini deployed 45 miles to north of the gulf of Sollum, 
patrolled from the 20 to the 29 April; the Smg Fisalia from the 22 to 10 May, 95 miles to 
north of Tobruk; the Ondina, than previously had been located in the channel of Caso, 
was moved on the 24th into a position 60 miles to north of that one occupied from the 
Settembrini, where it remained until 26 April. All found movements of opposing units. 

The morning of the 22nd the Fisalia, maneuvering on the hydro-phonic surveys, 
succeeded to sight at 12:45 a cruiser of large tonnage at a distance but much great in 
order to allow attack. The morning of the 23rd the Settembrini (Cap. Corv. Alcide Bards) 
sighted at 02:37, in lat. 32°20' N and long. 25°40' E, a cruiser class "Leander" escorted 
proceeding with route NW. At 02:44, from a distance inferior to the 2,000 meters and on 
beta 70° approximately, it launched two torpedoes forward angled that passed little ahead 
to the target for wrong appreciation of its speed. Soon after it executed the launch of a 
stern torpedo that the approached the fast cruiser which it avoided. The Settembrini, 
redeemed in immersion, endured for some time antisubmarine hunting. The Smg Ondina, 
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that arrived in the new zone the 24th, after two days of ambush in the vicinities of Cape Plaka 
(Crete) for control of the routes Alexandria-channel of Caso, endured in days of the 25th and 

26th a close hunting from part of enemy light unit that it caused such damages to it to force it 
to leave the zone the evening of the 26th. 

Of the boats of the second group, in ambush in a position very close to Alexandria, 
the Nereide reached in zone 130 miles for NW from Alexandria on 23 April, found at once an 
intense systematic search and, subordinate to intense extended hunting, was forced to 
interrupt the mission for the damage received, the evening of the 25th. In the waters next to 
those already patrolled by the Nereide was sent on the 29th the Smg Turchese. The 
submarine, left from Messina on 21 April carried out, before reaching in the zone assigned, a 
offensive recognition in the gulf of Sollum the night on the 28th. Arriving therefore its point 
of ambush, 45 miles for NE from Marsa Matruh, found remarkable antisubmarine activity at 
once. Moved on the 30th, 60 miles to NE, the zone about already occupied from the Nereide, 
where it met equal intense enemy antisubmarine activity, the Turchese patrolled the new zone 
until to 4 May; Whereupon it directed at the time for Lero in wait to carry out, with departure 
from that base, another mission. 

Along the southern Cretan coast, in proximity of the channel of Caso, five 
submarines operated, above all in second and the third decade of the month. A sixth 
submarine, the Ondina, than on 24 April had been sent to reinforce to the first alignment of 
the cirenaica coast, intercrossed from the 20th to the 22nd of the mouth of the channel of 
Caso, in proximity of Cape Sidero. 

In the second decade of the month, the Smg Smeraldo - Beillu and Serpente in close 
ambush, the first one from day 8 to the 16 April, 50 miles approximately to south of Keraton; 
then from the 12th to the 22nd, 90 miles to SE of the channel of Caso on the axis with 
Alexandria; the third from the 13th to the 21st, 15 miles to south of Cape Crio in order to lay 
a trap the routes for and from the channel of Cerigotto. The 3 submarines, also having found 
by hydrophones opposing traffic, did not have occasion to carry out actions. 

Towards the end of the month they were sent in those same waters the Smg Sgualo 
and Adua making part of the group of Taranto. The Smg Sgualo, reached day 26, 35 miles to 
south of Keraton, sighted 
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in the first the morning of the 30th two light unit in antisubmarine search from which it 
was forced to redeem itself in immersion. The evening of the same day was moved 120 
miles to the east on the routes Alexandria-channel of Caso, where it patrolled until to 7 
May successive. 

The Smg Adua put to the ambush the 29th, in the zone previously patrolled from 
the Smeraldo. The evening of the 30th it also came was moved 120 miles to the east on 
the route Alexandria- channel of Caso where operated until to 9 May successive. These 
two boats, to the end of their missions, returned to the base of Lero attended of them 
being further employ in the eastern Mediterranean. 

In Aegean, finally, during all the month of April 1941, came employed a single 
submarine, the Sirena, that she carried out a mission from the 14th to the 18 April, 25 
miles to north of Suda controlling the accesses from NE for the channel of Cerigotto. 
This boat, to the commando of the Ten. Vasc. Rodolfo Scarelli, the 14 April, at 23:00 
hours approximately, sighted in lat. 36°07' N and long. 24°15' E a naval destroyer type 
"Afridi" that at elevated speed directed for the channel of Caso. Begun the attack, at 
23,37 at a distance inferior to 2,000 meters launched two forward torpedoes, remaining 
on the surface in order to control the outcome of the launch. Also not having observed on 
the target the water column provoked from the explosion of the arm, detonation strongly 
heard one after 1'42" from the launch, after that the destroyer reduced the speed and 
turned in direction of the submarine obligating it to redeem itself in immersion. 

In the Crete-Alexandria zone they were employs therefore during the month April 
15 submarines, the majority of which found intense traffic from and for the ports 
Egyptians. In two single cases the boats succeeded to carry themselves to the attack, 
without however obtaining results assessed on part an eventual damaging of a naval 
destroyer. Two orders of reasons determined one therefore low percentage of attacks: 

1) the wide employment of light units for escort to all the observed traffic, that 
left insufficient possibility of success in the action of the submarines; 

2) the low speed in surface and the insufficient maneuverability of our boats. 
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To complete the picture of the operations of our underwater forces in April 1941, 
is necessary to cite others 10 missions of mostly antisubmarine protective ambush, 
carried out in metropolitan waters , and of 2 material transport missions. 

They participated the 10 missions in metropolitan waters, 9 submarines. Of these, 
the Smg Pisani and Bragadino carried out - respective between the 4th and the 15th and 
between the 16th and the 18 April - a preventive antisubmarine search in waters of the 
Upper Adriatic in occasion of movements of our new naval units of large tonnage 
between yards locates in that area. The Smg Ambra and Settimo operated, from the 25th 
to the 26th, a antisubmarine search in the waters before the ports of Augusta and Catania. 
The Smg Menotti - Squalo - Adua - H 8 and Salpa finally carried out missions in the gulf 
of Taranto respective in the nights on the 5, 14, 22, 26 and 28 April, carrying out each a 
mission with the exception of the Salpa that carried out two. 

In the transport missions they took to part the Smg Micca and Zoea. The Smg 
Micca (Cap. Corv. Guido d'Alterio) left from Taranto the morning of 30 March with a 
cargo of benzine, provisions and materials for a total of 140 t, assign to the units of the 
Army located at Lero. At 03:53, during navigation in surface to the south of Crete, in lat. 
34°10' N and long. 25°24' E it sighted, in the impending haze on the zone, a convoy 
escorted from a light cruiser, with route approximately for 320°. Arriving at a distance of 
1,500 meters from the escort unit it launch, at 04:00, two torpedo against the whole group 
of targets, redeeming itself therefore in immersion in consideration also of the particular 
operating limitations derived from the cargo existing aboard. Being in immersion they 
were heard, after regulating time of race of the torpedo, two violent explosions, without 
moreover to endure the reaction from part of the escort. The submarine continued 
therefore the mission arriving in proximity of Lero the morning of 5 April. Here arrived, 
while it maneuvered in order to enter in the roadstead of Portolago, heard a violent 
explosion to the extreme stern, than at first it thought provoked from the torpedo launch 
from an enemy submarine in ambush. After a highly summarized examination of the 
endured damages it turned out that the explosion had caused the non-utilization of the 
vertical rudder and the stern diving planes. Reaching the mooring with the aid of an 
exited tug 
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from Lero, it was stated that a torpedo ready to the launch had came out from a 
stern torpedo tube for which the debited explosion caused by a collision against a mine 
or, with greater probably, to the explosion of the same lost weapon. Introduced in the 
basin to Lero, the unit, the more urgent repairs carried out, returning therefore in the 
successive month of June to Taranto for the complete restoration of its efficiency. 

The Smg Zoea left from Taranto the morning of 1 April with an cargo of 
ammunition, torpedoes and varied material, and with personnel destined to the islands of 
the Aegean, on the 7th reached Lero. Departed 15 April with to various degraded material 
aboard and personal that repatriated, after to have carried out on the 16th a short pause at 
Rhodes in order to withdraw values from the local Bank of Italy, it reached Taranto the 
22 April. 

Altogether, in the month of April 1941 they were employs 37 submarines in 53 
missions, therefore subdivided: 35 missions with tasks offensives, 16 missions of 
protective ambush in metropolitan waters and 2 of material transport missions. In the 
course of the missions with offensives tasks, in especially those carried out in the Cretan 
waters, our submarines found more times to capacity of the movements carry out by the 
adversary but, in the maximum part of the cases, the maneuvers of attack could not lead 
to a conclusion above all for the greatly effective escort of the convoys. 

In only three cases the attacks culminated with the launch of torpedo (were launch 
in total 7 weapons) without moreover to have achieved success confirmed in the 
opposing documentation. In compensation you will not endure any loss in spite of the 
elevated number of boats employed and the violent antisubmarine actions endured. Only 
two unit (Smg Ondina and Nereide) they were forced to interrupt the missions for 
damages caused from the enemy defense. 


5. - MONTH OF MAY 1941. 
In May 1941 the activity of the English naval forces in the Mediterranean was 


very intense centered above all on two main operations. Before it regarded the passage 
from Gibraltar to Alexandria 
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of an English convoy of 5 fast steamboats bringing badly needed material for the 
combatant troops in North Africa, and the contemporary transfer of reinforces assigned to 
the Mediterranean Fleet constituted of a battleship and two cruisers (operation "Tiger"). 
The second one regarded the English disengagement from Crete after that this island was 
invested, 20 May, from the German aerial offensive. 

The operation "Tiger" was carried out from the 6 to 12 May with contemporary 
departure from Gibraltar and Alexandria of Force H and the Mediterranean Fleet, for a 
total of 3 battleships, | battle cruiser, 2 aircraft carriers, 9 cruisers, 3 antiaircraft cruisers, 
34 destroyers and smaller units (see. Vol. V: "the naval actions in the Mediterranean" - 
2nd ed. 1970 - CAP. 1°). 

At the same time, a convoy constituted of 4 steamboats and 2 oil tankers was 
moved by necessary Alexandria to Malta with supplies for the defense of the island and 
fuel assign to the light naval forces located there. 

Force H, after to have accompanied until to the channel of Sicily the units of the 
reinforcements to the Mediterranean Fleet - moreover contrasted by Italian-German 
aviation - the evening of the 8th turned for the return. The naval force of Alexandria, 
joined on the 9th with the forces and the convoy coming from the west, directed 
themselves for their own base, while at the same time light carried out, the night on the 8 
May, a bombardment against Benghazi. Between the 19 and 22 May, then, Force H of 
Gibraltar - strength of | battle cruiser, 2 aircraft carriers, 1 cruiser and 6 destroyers - 
sortie newly to sea directed to the east in order to carry out the operation "Splice" for the 
purpose of the aerial strengthening of Malta by means of flying from aircraft carriers of 
"Hurricane" aircraft. 

On 20 May the offensive of the Axis against Crete had begun. As a result of the 
increasing pressure exercised from air-launched and Italian German units landing on the 
island, the British Command ordered on 27 May the withdrawal of the forces of the 
Commonwealth from the island; withdrawal that because of our aerial dominion in the 
zone, could be only carried out by night from small anchorages situated along the 
southern Cretan coast mainly. The disengagement operation, than continued until to the 
first 
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of June and for which the Mediterranean Fleet exceeded beyond every limit, beloved to 
English cost very. The ground forces lost half of their effectives between dead, hurt and 
captive, while the naval forces endured the more serious losses from the beginning of the 
conflict in the Mediterranean, with 3 cruisers and 6 naval destroyer sinks and with 2 
battleships, 1 aircraft carriers, 6 cruisers and 7 destroyers more or less seriously damaged, 
beyond to the loss of 2011 men among the personnel of the fleet. 

In this period of intense activity of the enemy naval forces, the employment of our 
submarines was concentrated in waters of the eastern Mediterranean where, however, the 
successes were not obtained as hoped in relation to the particular favorable situation we. 

Before describing the missions carried out from the national boats in this basin is 
of need to remember that that happened in the other theaters. 

In the zone A, to part some mostly carried out missions of antisubmarine 
protective ambush by the submarines of the class "H" in the gulf of Liguria, were not 
carried out any offensive activity. 

In the western part of zone B, particularly in waters to south of Sardinia, were 
employed, in the course of all the month of May '41, three submarines. It carried out a 
ambush first from, the 9 to 11 May, the Smg Corallo that, in occasion of the first sortie of 
Force H of Gibraltar, was located in a position 50 miles approximately west of the island 
of Galite with the order to carry out a crisscrossing for meridian around such point. 
According to the chronology of the movements of Force H of Gibraltar, this had left the 
evening of 8 May to the height of the Skerki Bench the indirect escort to the convoy 
destined to Alexandria and with reinforcements assigns to the Mediterranean Fleet, 
directing thereafter for the return. Therefore, when the Smg Corallo reached in the 
assigned zone on the 9th, the forces of Gibraltar were already arrived in those waters 
some hours before. In the same zone, in occasion of the second sortie of the forces of 
Gibraltar, they were deployed, the days of 21 and 22 May, again the Smg Corallo, in the 
position already previously occupied, and the Smg Diaspro in a point 20 miles to north of 
Cape Blanc (Tunisia). Dealing this time of one operation of the flying 
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of aircrafts from aircraft carriers, the units participants to the operation probably did not 
exceed the 7° E meridian, remaining therefore outside capacity of our submarines. 

In maltase waters it was carried out, always in the course of the month of May 
1941, one little intense activity of our underwater forces. In fact, as the attention of the 
Commands of the Axis was polarized from the fight ignited for the possession of Crete, 
few underwater units were located in waters of the island. In such a way during operation 
"Tiger" the field came laid a trap only from the Smg Settimo and Santarosa. The Settimo 
(Cap. Corv. Mario Spano) had taken position, from the 28 April, in a point 70 miles 
approximately to the east of Malta carrying out crisscrossing the meridian and remaining 
the in zone until to the day 11 May. In these waters, the morning of the 9th at 00:38 
hours, it sighted at a medium distance 4 light units proceeding online of row with route 
300°. Begun the attack against the head unit of the row of the formation, was forced to 
move the attack against the second unit in as much as the first was directing on him. 

The enemy reaction did not prevent to our submarine launch to the 00,42, three 
torpedo against the chosen objective, carrying out therefore an express disengagement 
that did not allow it however to avoid a violent hunting. From the mission reports one 
finds that, before the beginning of the hunting, two explosions of various type from that 
one were heard distinguished from the English depth bombs of the DD. However, 
although that our submarine had found to the hydrophones, after the action, the presence 
of only three turbines, no loss and no serious damaging of the present torpedo boats in the 
zone that day are record in the British documentation. 

The Smg Santarosa began its mission on 29 April 50 miles to the east of 
Lampedusa. On the evening of 8 May was moved 30 miles more to the north in order to 
control the accesses to the west of Malta. In the two zones the Santarosa had occasion to 
carry out sights of a isolated light unit, the 1 and 9 May, without however succeeding to 
attack because of the unfavorable cinematic position. 

60 miles to the SE of Malta the Smg Ambra operated from the 14 to 20 May, 
without to make sights of any kind. Similarly unfruitful 
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results of the mission carried out by the Smg Menotti, approximately 20 miles to south of 
Zante, from the 19 to 26 May. 

The activity of ours submarines during the month of May of the 1941 was carried out 
- as above remembered - mostly in waters of the eastern basin of the Mediterranean is in 
those around Crete as well as in proximity of the channels of Caso and Cerigotto and along 
the African coast. 

Along the cirenaico-Egyptian coast the Smg Ascianghi operated that it intercrossed 
from the 7th to the 12th to the height of Marsa Matruh, after to have carried out before 
arriving that offensive zone a recognition in the gulf of Sollum. Also finding movements of 
no particular importance it was for two times, on the days 12th and 13th, subordinate to 
hunting. 

The Smg Ambra that would have had to carry out, in the same period, a mission in 
vicinity of Alexandria, was forced, before reaching the zone, to return to the base of Augusta 
for disadvantages to the apparatuses aboard. 

On the 12th arrived in a zone, 85 miles for NW from Alexandria, the Smg Beilul 
(Cap. Corv. Paolo Vagliasindi) departed from Lero on the 8th. The permanence however of 
this submarine in the assigned zone of ambush was short in as much as on the same day 12th 
it was subordinate to systematic search from part of adversaries light units that conducted 
against it seven consecutive attacks. The numerous depth bombs provoked boat the 
deformation to the resistant hull of some losses of air as well as lesions to numerous elements 
of the accumulating batteries. Disabled to continue the mission, the Beilul directed for return 
to the nearest base - that one of Lero - rather than to carry out, as previewed, the transfer to 
the Native land at the end of the mission. Was replaced on the 16th from the Smg Salpa that 
haven from the 12th to the 14th had already carried out a patrolling in a zone 15 miles to 
south of Cape Crio. The Salpa, than staied in the new zone until to the 18th, did not make 
sights of note and returned to the base of Messina 25 May. 

In the waters to north of the gulf of Sollum and those immediately to the east of this 
rise were patrolled between the 19th and 23 May by the Smg Tricheco and Uarsciek. The two 
boats, in ambush respective 30 miles to NW and NE of Ras Uleima, had the task to control 
the routes from Alexandria to Tobruk, 
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carrying out you attend incursions towards the coast in order to intercept eventual traffic 
carried out from small English boats, fishing boats, on routes mostly skimming the 
coastal. Both but did not find any traffic. The Smg Uarsciek however, in transfer 
navigation, had occasion to find at the height of Tobruk an executed systematic 
antisubmarine search from armed fishing boats. 

In waters to the south of Crete and in proximity of the channels of Caso and 
Cerigotto they were alternated, mostly in the second half of the month, very the 
submarines. In the south-western Cretan zone and the immediate adjacency of the 
channel of Cerigotto they carried out ambush at first the Smg Salpa from the 12th to the 
14th, 15 miles to south of Cape Crio (the boat, like has been seen, found later the Beilul 
in the zone of Alexandria) and, subsequently from the 18 to the 28 the Smg Fisalia and 
Topazio. First in a zone 30 miles the west of Cape Spada; the second, after a short 
permanence in a zone next to that one of the Fisalia, in waters of the bay of Messara 
(south-western Cretan coast). Also having all and two these boats found light unit activity 
in systematic search, they did not have occasion to carry out important sights sets in any 
action. 

With the beginning of the English operations of disengagement from Crete 
beginning 27 May, some submarines already deployed on the direction carry Egyptian- 
channel of Caso, they were moved in waters immediately to south of the island in order 
to intercept enemy military and mercantile units. Consequently the Smg Malachite and 
Squalo already deployed along the routes from Alexandria and from Port Said to the 
channel of Caso, they were moved respective in waters of the Gaidaro isle and to south of 
Jerapetra, where they remained in ambush in the last days of the month. On 27 and 29 
May moreover reached the zone the Smg Dessié and Smeraldo that show position, the 
first one to south of the bay of Messara - previously patrolled by the Topazio -; the 
second 20 miles to the west of Cape Crio, remaining in the respective zones until early in 
the month of June. 

None of these boats carried out sights with the exception of the Smg Squalo that 
during the transfer in the first point of ambush who had found by hydrophones and 
subsequently sighted to the periscope, in the afternoon of the 20th, masts of a 
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naval formation without but being able to arrive at a distance useful for launch. 

The! Smg Adua (Ten. Vasc. Luigi Riccardi) departed from Lero the afternoon of 
24 May, was put to the ambush halfway to the route of Alexandria-channel of Caso. On 
28 May in vicinity of the southern Cretan coast, 20 miles to south of Cape Littinos it was 
moved. In these waters on the morning of the 29th, at 03:50 hours, it sighted at a distance 
of astern of approximately 6,000 meters, 1 cruiser and 3 destroyers that to high speed 
proceeded with route NW, but, although it had quickly begun the attack to the maximum 
speed developed on the surface, did not succeed to carry itself in favorable position for 
the launch of the torpedo. The submarine was moved then into the bay of Messara for a 
close nocturnal recognition and, being useful for the shelter offered by the coast, in order 
to carry out a repair to the valves of the thermal motor that for all the previous period of 
mission did have a defective operation. Briefing from the Command of the Submarines 
on embarks to it of the completed enemy forces, above all night time, from the small 
anchorages of the southern coast of the island, the Adua newly carried out in the night of 
1 June a close recognition in waters of the bay of Messara without to find movements of 
means, returning therefore to the zone allotted him, 20 miles to south of Cape Littinos. In 
these the waters the morning of 3 June, at 01:30, intercepted a large motor barge with 72 
military British aboard, among which 8 officers, that tried to reach the Egyptian coast. 
The 8 captured officers, the commander of the submarine arranged that the lighter was 
returned to Crete, making sure itself that the order was executed. He left the ambush the 
successive morning, 4 June, directing for return to Taranto. 

In southern waters of the channel of Caso they were deployed, to starting from 17 
May, the Smg Galatea and Onice. First in ambush 10 miles to the east of the isle of 
Kupho (the Southeastern Cretan tip); the second about in the middle of the channel. The 
evening of the 19th the Smg Galatea, at 22:30 hours, sighted a formation of 4 units of 
unknown type, but at a distance too much high and on an unfavorable beta for being able 
to carry out the attack. Subordinate in the following days to systematic search from part 
of unit 
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enemy light units, was forced to leave the ambush the evening of 25 May in order to 
return to its base of Lero. 

The Smg Onyx (Cap. Corv. Gustavo Lovatelli) the morning of the 21st, at 01:12, 
8 miles to south of Caso, sighted in favorable position for the attack on a formation of 3 
naval destroyer. Carried to a distance of about 2,000 meters carried out the launch of 
three torpedoed at 01:15 redeeming itself therefore in immersion and hearing, 
distinguished after 1 minute and 30 seconds of race of the arms, two strongest explosions. 
Also of this attack confirmation is not found in the British documentation that filler only 
sets in action of carried out antisubmarine preventive hunting in those waters. The Onyx 
carried out the evening of the 22nd another sight of light unit, this time in unfavorable 
conditions for an attack. The boat came moved the 27th in southern Cretan waters, in 
proximity of the isole of Gaidaro, where did not find any traffic. Departed 30 May the 
ambush in order to return to the base of Lero. 

In the last days of the month - exactly from 27 May to the 5 June - another boat, 
the Smg Sirena, participated mostly to the surveillance in the channel of Caso with an 
ambush carried out in southern waters of the island. 

In conclusion, in the feature of sea comprised between the cirenaico-Egyptians 
coasts and Crete they operated during the month of May 1941, 15 national submarines. 
The results unfortunately were not those hoped given the intense activity carried out by 
the English fleet during the evacuation of the forces from the island. 

The employment in fact of numerous boats in single ambushes left discovered 
wide zones. An employment instead for maneuvered groups, in cooperation with the 
aerial recognition and opportune position, could have made to converge against the 
military and mercantile ship the greater possible number of our submarines. 

In the Aegean, finally, three boats operated that carried out but short missions: the 
Smg Galatea, Sirena and Nereide. The first one in the course of a mission carried out 
from 30 April to 6 May in the zone to SW of Candelusia, in the group of our islands of 
the Dodecanese, in order to contrast eventual incursions against the base of Lero; the 
second from 4 to 9 May, 20 miles west of the island of Thera in the group of the Cicladi, 
on the routes Pireo-channel of Caso. 
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Finally, from the 28 to 31 May, the Smg Nereide always patrolled before waters Cape 
Kersoneso (northern Cretan coast) in relation to the operation of English disengagement. 

In order to complete the picture of the activity carried out from our underwater forces 
in May 1941, it is necessary to mention 14 missions of protective ambush carried out in 
metropolitan waters of (8 in the gulf of Liguria and 6 in the gulf of Taranto) as well as 4 
material transport missions for and | special mission for transport of means of onslaught . 

They took to part in the missions in the gulf of Liguria the Smg H / - H 2 and H6 
that in the nights on the 2, 3, 10 and 14 May carried out, a pair, antisubmarine systematic 
search. In the gulf of Taranto they operated instead the Smg H & and Tricheco. The Smg H 8 
intercrossed in the nights on the 6, 9, 10, 12, 19 and 22 May; the Smg Tricheco in the night 
on 8 May. 

In order to make to more urgently reach in the immediate rears of the cirenaico front 
some supplying demands from our troops, On 9 May departed from Taranto headed to Derna 
the Smg Atropo (Cap. Corv. Bandino Bandini) with a cargo of 78 tons of anti-tank munitions. 
Carried out the disembarkation in the night of the 13th, the submarine returned to the base the 
afternoon of 15 May. In the same day it left Taranto with the same destination the Smg Zoea 
(Ten. Vasc. Enrico Lambertini) with a cargo of 75 ton of German antiaircraft munitions. 
Disembarked the cargo in the night of the 18th, the submarine returned to Taranto the 
afternoon of the 20th. 

The Smg Atropo, left in its turn for Derna the morning of the 18th with a second to 
cargo of 78 tons of anti-tank munitions, happily arriving the port African the evening of the 
20th. 

Disembarked the cargo in the night on the 21st, the Atropo began a few hours after 
navigation of return to the base. At 08:25 of the 22nd, in lat. 35"16' N and long. 20"52' E, 
while it was found on the surface, it sighted on beta much strait 4 light units. Diving in order 
to begin the attack, was discovered and subordinate for the hours to violent hunting that 
provoked damages to both onboard equipment and to the hull, with loss of naphta from the 
external cases. The Atropo returned to Taranto on the 24th. 

While, on the 23rd, the Smg Zoea had departed with a second cargo of 73 tons of 
German munitions, arriving at Derna the evening 
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of the 26 and leaving again in the first hours of the 27th. The Zoea regularly 
returned to Taranto the afternoon of 29 May. 

Therefore they were altogether transported during the month, 304 tons of 
ammunitions: quantitative modest but an equally precious that unloaded in the immediate 
rears of the front, with the advantage to save long columns of motor vehicles extremely 
vulnerable to the aerial attack. 

The evening of the 15 May, finally, the Smg Sciré (Cap. Corv. Valerio Bourgeois) 
left La Spezia in order to carry out its third mission of transport of special means of 
onslaught against Gibraltar. Based on the experience made in the previous operations, it 
had been established that the operating of special means had to be embarked on the Sciré 
in proximity of the objective and that in order to avoid they the uneasiness of a long 
navigation aboard the submarine. It was believed, to the need, to use one our mercantile 
unit, the tanker Fulgor interned in the port of Cadice that, moored in the easy 
approachable outer harbor and therefore during night time coming from submarine off the 
coast, was introduced as suitable base of transfer of the operating that they would have 
been transferred in all secrecy from Italy to Spain. Embarking special means in affixed 
containers, the Smg. Sciré began navigation of transfer the evening of 15 May, directing 
on the surface for the strait of Gibraltar with route to north of the Baleari islands. The 
afternoon of the 18th, reached in proximity of Cape Palos began, as for operations order, 
hidden navigation of approach to the strait whose crossing was previewed for 21 May. 
Because of the adverse conditions of the sea and the remarkable traffic met - with 
consequent necessity to carry out attend shunting lines from the route in order not to be 
sighted - the Sciré was forced to delay of a day the crossing, stopping in immersion in a 
zone to 20 miles from point Europa. Crossed the strait in immersion during the day of the 
22nd, the submarine reached short distance from the port of Cadice the next morning. 
Attended the night laying on the bottom, it berthed therefore to the tanker Fulgor in order 
to embark on the 9th operating means of onslaught. 

Completed in the night on the 24th the operation of operator transfer, the 
submarine headed to re-transit Gibraltar in immersion the strait in the day of the 26th, 


10/29/2004 


USMM13 








I due contenitori poppieri dei siluri a lenta corsa (maiali) del Smg Sciré. 


Particolare dei contenitori con portelli aperti. 





10/29/2004 
USMM13 


159 


taking advantage of the bathometric data in order to find itself to the evening in 
opportune position for the entrance into the roadstead, without not to have above all met 
remarkable difficulties of navigation for the strong currents existing in the zone. The 
chosen point for the discharge of means on incursion turned out to be the mouth of the 
Guadarranque river (extreme NW of the bay of Algesiras) to 300 meters from the coast. 
Arriving at 23:20 of 26 May at the chosen point, at once begun the operations for the 
discharge of the operators and means, the operations concluded with success to the 00:37 
of the 27th. It retrieves you therefore the two operating discharge aids entirety pick 
operating effectives for the attendance in the maneuver of withdrawal of special means 
from the cylinders, the Smg Sciré began the removal from the roadstead, directing for 
return to the base of La Spezia where arrived the afternoon of 31 May successive. (For 
how much one refers to the actions of the means of onslaught and results archived in the 
incursion, to see Vol. XIV ("The means of onslaught"). 

In the month of May therefore 43 missions were carried out, 24 which with 
offensive tasks, 14 of antisubmarine ambush, 4 for transport of material and 1 special, 
with the employment of 27 submarines, without to endure any loss. Only two unit was 
forced to interrupt the mission because of damages received for enemy offense and one 
unit because of damages to material aboard. They were carries out two single attacks with 
the launch of 6 weapons, without to achieve appreciable results. 


6. - MONTH OF JUNE 1941. 


The strategic situation in the Mediterranean in June 1941, in consequence of the 
Cretan occupation and the serious losses inflicted to the enemy naval forces, was 
introduced much favorably for the Axis. At the beginning of June, in fact, the units of the 
Mediterranean Fleet available for immediate operations consisted in all in 2 battleships, 2 
light cruisers, 1 AA cruiser, and 17 naval destroyer. Numerous other units, among which 
the aircraft carriers, they were carrying out various periods of works in order to repair the 
damages received in the course of the hard battle for Crete. Without aircraft carriers and 
with the loss of the airports of the Cyrenaica 
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and of Crete, the survivors unit of the Force A of Alexandria were employed only in the 
support to the English operations in Syria, begun on 8 June and completed in the 
successive July, and the operations of supply of the fort of Tobruk. Along the so-called 
"route for Tobruk", Very close to the coast that joined Alexandria to the besieged fort, 
was alternated therefore, in special way in the second half of the month, numerous light 
units - which, naval destroyer, corvettes, unit of minor displacement - than, singularly, or 
in pairs, or of supply to modest mercantile units, tried to make to reach Tobruk the 
supplies most urgently demanded, eluding the sea and air offense of the Axis. 

An attempt of the British land forces to remove the siege of Tobruk with a 
contemporary maneuver led from the cirenaico-Egyptian border as well as from Tobruk, 
begun the 15 June (operation "Tomahawk"), failed two days after for the ready reaction 
of the Italian-Germans armored forces. Also in this occasion the Force A of Alexandria, 
above all for the lack of aerial cover, could not to take part in support of the land 
operations. 

The activity therefore of our underwater forces in the eastern Mediterranean, in 
the month of June 1941, was consequent to such strategic situation with an intense long 
employment of boats on the "route for Tobruk" (see map n. 15). 

In the western Mediterranean, the Force H of Gibraltar carried out, during the 
month of June, three operations of fly-off of aircrafts from aircraft carriers, aiming to re- 
supply fighter aircrafts for Malta as well as the Middle East. These operations called 
"Rocket", "Tracer" and "Railway", were carried out respective from the 5 to the 7 June, 
from the 13 to the 15 June and from the 26 June to 1 July. 

The movements of the H Force towards the east determined, as it appears from 
the cited map n. 15, the deployment of our boats above all in waters to south of Sardinia. 

Consequently in zone A, in order to intercept eventual incursions of enemy units 
in the gulf of Liguria, they carried out anti-ship search, in the period 5-7 June, the Smg 
Colonna and Da Procida, to which they were placed side by side, for the mostly 
antisubmarine part, the coastal Smg H / and H 6. In the period between the 14 and the 16 
June then, in relation to the second sortie of Force H 
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of Gibraltar, they new position took in the gulf of Liguria the Smg Colonna and Da 
Procida and the coastal Smg H 4 and H 6. 

In zone B, waters to south of Sardinia, were employed 5 boats altogether. The 
Smg Bandiera, Manara and Diaspro carried out, between 7 and 10 June, a search to the 
38° astride of parallel until to meridian 6° E, first two beginning from meridian 10° E and 
the third from meridian 8° E the until on the median 6° E, where turned out distance of 
approximately 15 miles between them, the three submarines remained in ambush hanging 
on the parallel. 

In occasion of the second sortie of the Force H of Gibraltar they carried out a 
search equal between 14 and 18 June the Smg Corallo and Santarosa; the first one 
beginning from meridian 8° E, the second to the meridian 10° E. This last one at the term 
of the search then was moved to the meridian 5° E, to the height of Cape Carbon, 40 
miles from the coast of Algerian. The five boats did not find not even with the 
hydrophones the presence of opposing units. Only the Smg Corallo, the morning of the 
14th, sighted a formation of 15 aircraft, directed towards the east, rises presumably in 
flight from the aircraft carriers of Force H and directed to Malta. 

The lacked contact between our underwater units and the opposing forces today is 
explained by the fact that in that period the zone of in flight of the airplane assigns to 
Malta had a capacity of 600 miles from the island, from the 500 original, is worth to say 
to the west of meridian 5° E, above all in order to elude the zones of ambush of our 
submarines. 

In waters of Malta with the exception of a short mission carried out on the 7th by 
the Smg Santarosa, recalled to the base soon after to arrival in a zone 30 miles west of 
the island, no other boat operated in all the month of June '41. 

The zone of greater activity of our submarines was, as already pointed out, that 
before the Cyrenaica-Egyptian coast in order to lay a trap the Alexandria-Tobruk route. 

In this zone 6 submarines were alternated in the course of the month. 

Between 5 and 11 June the Smg Alagi (Ten. Vasc. Giulio Contreas) carried out 
ambush 20 miles to NE of Ras Azzaz. This was however the second position assigned to 
our submarine in the course of its mission in as much as, from the 2 to the 4 June, had 
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patrolled waters to the south of Crete in the zone of Jerapetra. Soon after arrival in the 
new assigned zone, the Alagi, the morning of the 6th at 03:25 hours, it sighted a light unit 
that directed towards the east against which the attack for the presence of a second unit 
tried in vain that, counter-maneuver, directed on him, forcing the disengagement. Left the 
ambush zone the evening of the 10th, while it directed to the direction of Messina, at 
10:47 of the 12th, the off the coast of Benghazi, it was attacked on the surface from an 
"Sunderland" type aircraft with the launch of two bombs and the fire of the machine- 
guns. The ready and decided reaction of fire of the submarine obligated the attacking 
aircraft to go away, after being probably damaged. In the doubt of being able to be 
reattached from another airplane to twilight, the Alagi was redeemed therefore in 
immersion. In the course of the combat serving the machinegun was seriously hurt, that 
soon after died. 

The 16 June reached in the zone comprised between Ras Uleima and Marsa 
Matruh, the Smg Axum (Cap. Corv. Emilio Gariazzo). After 4 days of stay in these waters 
the Axum was moved in the zone already occupied by the Alagi, but in position very close 
to the coast. In this new position the evening of the 23rd, at 22:26, sighted a unknown 
unit with route towards the west. Finding itself in favorable position to the attack it 
launch at 22:29, from a distance of 800 meters, first a torpedo (that turned aside for 
irregular race) and at 22:30 the second torpedo that passed a few meters to astern of the 
target. Sighted by the enemy unit, that counter-maneuvered in order to attack it, our 
submarine was quickly forced to redeem itself in immersion, without consequences, a 
short hunting. Completed its mission the evening of 25 June without to have carried out 
another sighting, the Axum turned to the direction of Lero in wait to carry out another 
mission in the eastern Mediterranean before returning to Augusta. Arriving in vicinity of 
Scarpanto in the day of the 26th, in advance that is of the previewed timetable, it was 
attacked repeatedly by Italian and German aircraft and later by a torpedo boat, fortunately 
without receiving damages. 

The night of 21 June they took position along the Egyptian coasts the Smg 
Jantina and Salpa; first in one the zone 30 miles to 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


163 


NW of El Daba; the second in waters comprised between Ras Uleima and Marsa 
Matruh, already patrolled by the Axum. 

The Smg Jantina (Cap. Corv. Vincenzo Politi) arrived on the 21st in a zone, 
sighted at 05:45 of the 27th, approximately 20 miles to the north of Ras el Kanayis a 
"Hero" class naval destroyer against which it launched, from close distance, a torpedo. 
During the disengagement in immersion, it heard the distinguished explosion of the 
weapon. Soon after the submarine was subordinate, for twenty-eight consecutive hours, 
to an intense systematic hunting from part of light unit and aircraft from the near base of 
Alexandria with frequent actions of strafing that caused appreciable water infiltrations to 
hull and losses of the compressed air bottles. With the impossibility to further continue 
the ambush in a zone near vicinity to the enemy naval base, Captain Politi determined to 
interrupt the mission the evening of the 28th, directing for return to the base of Lero. 

The Smg Salpa (Ten. Vasc. Renato Guagni) had left from Messina the evening of 
18 June with the task to contrast the enemy coastal traffic in waters comprised between 
Ras Uleima and Marsa Matruh. The submarine would have reached the zone assigned in 
the night of the 21st remaining until to the evening of 3 July. But of this boat no more 
news after 30 June was had. According to the opposing documentation it would have 
been sunk the morning of the 27th by the British Smg Triumph. This last one had left the 
base of Alexandria on 26 June in order to ambush along the coasts of the Libya, when, at 
08:00 approximately of the 27th. in lat. 32°05' N and long. 26°47’ E, it sighted being in 
immersion the Smg Salpa that in that moment was perhaps found in surface in order to 
carry out a visual exploration of the zone. Carried out then the maneuver of fast emersion 
and begun the shooting with the gun, the Triumph succeeded to hit and to immobilize our 
unit that began to sink by the stern. At 08:15 therefore, the Triumph launch also a torpedo 
that the definitive sinking of Salpa with the loss of all the crew determined. 

Our submarine can be thought that, to which it was made explicit prohibition to 
attack during the mission another submarine, disengagement at the sight of the Triumph, 
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coming therefore hit in this delicate phase from the torpedo launched from the opposing 
unit. 

In the last week of June, finally, others took to position in the waters overlooking 
the cirenaico-Egyptian coast our two boats: the Smg Uarsciek and Tembien. 

The Smg Uarsciek (Ten. Vasc. Raffaele Allegros) had assigned as a zone of 
ambush that one to north of Marsa Matruh, comprised between the coast and the 31°45'N 
parallel where he arrived on the 24th; one that is very narrow zone astride of the "route 
for adjacent Tobruk" and to that one already occupied from the Smg Jantina. In this zone 
on 29 June, at 12:50, sighted a mercantile unit escorted by a light unit. The enemy units 
navigated just off the coast in found them so low not to allow the attack in immersion, for 
which where to desist from the action. The Uarsciek remained in zone until 2 July, 
thereafter directed to the heading of Lero in wait to carry out another mission in the 
eastern Mediterranean. 

The Smg Tembien (Ten. Vasc. Guido Gozzi) taken to position on the 27th in the 
zone previously patrolled by the Smg Alagi and Axum, 20 miles to NE of Ras Azzaz, 
where the foretold boats had occasion to find and to attack enemy traffic. After an 
unfruitful search for a target, because of haze, carried out the morning of the 29th, the 
Tembien sighted, at 19:40 of the same day, being on the surface in lat. 32° 14' N and 
long. 25° E, a naval destroyer that, apparently isolated and probably damaged, proceeded 
to slowest motion towards the east. Begun the approach at maximum speed and carried in 
position of favorable to launch, at 20:41 from a little inferior distance to the 600 meters, 
one hit of astern, getting ready to itself to carry out, in case necessary, an ulterior launch. 
Sighted in the meantime a second naval destroyer, than at a close distance it directed on 
him for ramming, the Smg Tembien was forced to redeem itself with fast immersion 
while the naval destroyer opened the fire with the guns. It was not therefore possible to 
assess on the moment the results of the attack. In the British documentation it is brought 
back that on the evening of 29 June, 100 miles to east of Tobruk, the Australian DD 
Waterhen of 1,100 t seriously was damaged from a airplane bomb and therefore 
abandoned by its crew. The DD Defender, that had 
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taken aboard the men of the Waterhen, it returned after sunset on the place in order to 
carry out the towing of the stricken unit. While it was getting ready to carry out the 
operation sighted a submarine against which the enemy boat opened the fire forcing to 
redeem itself in immersion. During the towing operations, at 01:30 of the 30 June, the 
Waterhen, because of the flooding of the premises boilers, capsizes and sank. In British 
documentation therefore no note made of any to launch of torpedo carried out from our 
submarine, while it is not from excluding that the flooding of the premises boilers of the 
Waterhen that of it determined the sinking, can be attributed only to the one torpedo 
launched from the Tembien. 

In concomitance with the beginning of the English operations against Syria 
faithful to the Vichy government (8 June 1941) the Smg Ondina (Ten. Vasc. Corrado Dal 
Pozzo) carried out, between the 17 and the 24 June a combining mission on Cape 
Andreas (Cyprus) Alessandretta, in waters that is where was presupposed had to carry out 
an intense enemy traffic. In this zone, 25 miles to north of Cape S. Andrea, the evening of 
the 20th, at 20:00 hours approximately, the Smg Ondina sighted a large cargo vessel with 
route towards Cyprus. The steamboat, than did not bring the prescribed ones marks them 
of acknowledgment, had to be thought enemy or to the service of the enemy. Begun the 
attack, our submarine launched at 21:33 from a inferior distance to the 1,000 meters, 
three torpedo against the steamboat hitting it to center. These, as a result of the explosion 
also of the boilers, sank at 22:00 in lat. 36° 08' N and long. 34° 44' E. It was be a matter 
of the Turkish steamboat sunk Refah from 3,805 t, according to the British 
documentation, 40 miles to south of Mersina "for collision against mine". 

Two other ambushes along the Palestinian coasts, to which had been assign the 
Smg Jantina and Dagabur, could not be realized. The Smg Jantina, departed from 
Augusta on 11 June under mission orders in front of the port of Haifa, was forced in fact 
the evening of the 15th arrived at the height of Alexandria, to divert for Lero because of 
the complete non-utilization of the hydro-phone system. Repaired in this base the 
damage, the submarine carried out the mission along the coasts Egyptians, as above 
pointed out. The Smg Dagabur, left from Augusta the 16th in order to find the Smg 
Jantina in front of Haifa, in its turn was forced to interrupt 
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the mission soon after the departure for disadvantages to the thermal engines and to return to 
Augusta on the 19th. 

Beyond the above reported missions carried out in the eastern Mediterranean it is 
necessary to cite another short mission carried out by the Smg Turchese, from | to 4 June, 70 
miles to south of the isle of Kupho (Southeastern Cretan coast). Also this boat, for 
disadvantages to the thermal engines, was forced to interrupt the mission the evening of the 
Ath and to return to Taranto on the 8th. 

To complete of the activity of our underwater forces in the month of June 1941 they 
are from remembering 14 missions of protective ambush carried out in metropolitan waters 
of and 5 material transport missions. They participated to the missions of protective ambush 
the Smg.H1-H2-H4-H6-H8.The SmgH 1/1 - H4 - H 6carried out, a pair of, 
antisubmarine nocturnal search missions in the gulf of Liguria in the nights on the 4, 5, 13 
and from the 25th to the 27 June. 

The evening of the 4th the Smg H 6, than with the Smg H / patrolled the waters 
before La Spezia, sighted at 21:44 a submarine thought to be opposing in as much as it had 
not answered to signals of acknowledgment made from our boat. Begun the attack from a 
unfavorable position, the H 6 launch a torpedo that did not hit. Soon after the action, the two 
boats were redeemed in immersion. 

The Smg H 2 and H 8 operated instead in the gulf of Taranto. The Smg H 2 carried 
out antisubmarine search in the nights of the 14th and 15 June; the Smg H §& in the nights on 
the 16, 18, 20 and 22 June. 

Of the five material transport missions, between Taranto and Derna, two units 
participated. The Smg Atropo, with three missions carried out from 5 to 10 June, from 13 to 
19 June and from 25 June to | July; and the Smg Zoea with two missions carried out from 2 
to 7 June and from 23 to 29 June. The cargos transport to you will mostly consist in German 
tank destroyer munitions for a total of 385 tons, 232 of which transported by the Smg Atropo 
and remaining by the Zoea. 

A transport of the Smg Corridoni, that it had departed from Taranto the 29th directed 
to Derna with a cargo of 53 tons of ammunitions, was suspended for order of Maricosom as a 
result of signaling of enemy naval movements in the central Mediterranean. The submarine 
returned therefore to the base on 10 July, in wait to carry out the mission subsequently. 
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On the whole the activity of our submarines in the month of June 1941 can 
therefore be synthesized: 24 missions with offensives tasks (two of which were 
interrupted before reaching the assigned zones of ambush); 14 missions of protective 
ambush in metropolitan waters and 5 of material transport missions for a total of 43 
missions, with the employment of 23 units. In the course of these missions there were 
carried out 5 attacks against ships of war and cargo vessels with the launch of 9 weapons. 
The results will consist in the sinking of a cargo vessel from 3,805 tsl, much the probable 
competition in the sinking of a naval destroyer from 1,100 tons and the probable 
damaging of a second naval destroyer and a "Sunderland" type aircraft. For against was 
endured the loss of one unit to work of an opposing submarine. One our unit was forced 
to interrupt the mission for damages received in the course of enemy antisubmarine 
hunting and two unit for damages to equipment aboard. 

It is opportune also to remember that in the course of this month, in occasion of it 
signals opposing movements in the western Mediterranean, was experienced a new 
tactics of employment, that one that is of the diurnal and nocturnal search to rake on the 
surface, limitedly to one very defined zone, from part of more underwater unit between 
near but not operating in cooperation. The tactical new, suggested from the necessity to 
increase the possibilities of sight of our submarines, often hindered in their ambushes 
from a not satisfactory operation of the hydro-phonic equipment, was obviously much 
dangerous especially for the possibility of aerial attack. That demanded the maximum 
engagement from part of the lookout-post personnel as well as an elevated training in 
order to allow, when necessary, more the express disengagement in order to escape to the 
eventual aerial attack and the sighting from part of the enemy. 

At the end of the second semester of war the operating activity of our boats does 
not introduce substantial varying regarding the first six months; the successes achieved 
was still very modest if put in relation with the number of missions carried out. Of 152 
offensive missions carried out, 19 attacks with the launch of 47 weapons were had, 
realizing the sinking assessed of 6,550 tons of unit of war and 3,805 tsl of mercantile 
units beyond to the sure ones 
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damaging of a steamboat and an airplane. Our underwater fleet lost altogether 4 units; 2 
as a result of antisubmarine action from part of surface units and 2 to work of 
submarines, with one sensitive contraction therefore regarding the first semester. One had 
instead a remarkable increment in the mission interruptions because of damages 
provoked from antisubmarine hunting carried out by the enemy sea and air forces; that it 
denotes as the methods of fight and the British equipment of search more were 
progressed regarding the previous period. To notice finally that also in the course of this 
semester no unit of new construction was available for the operations in the 
Mediterranean. The increased consequent requirements to evolving military situation 
determined therefore a more and more onerous employment of the boats, in great part of 
old construction - in activity since from the beginning of the conflict - with an further 
wearing down of the materials and the personnel. 
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THE ACTIVITY OF THE SUBMARINES 
From 30-6-'41 To 31-12-'41 


1, - MONTH OF JULY 1941. 


In the month of July 1941 continued in the eastern Mediterranean the supplying, 
from British part, of the fort of Tobruk the mercy employment of light unit and small 
auxiliary units. The Mediterranean Fleet, seriously tried as a result of the battle for Crete, 
was not in conditions for facing the risks of a operation for the supply of Malta. The 
island for a long time had by now not received nothing, but small amounts of materials 
transported by the submarines and a sure number of airplane reached with the operations 
of flight which we have made note of in the previous chapter. 

Further not being able to delay such supplying, the English, knowing that the 
German air forces were in this period concentrated mostly in the eastern Mediterranean 
subjected them where the "route for Tobruk" to intense surveillance, planned the passage 
of a large convoy coming from England. The operation, famous with the name of 
operation "Substance " that was carried out between the 21 and the 27 July, previewed 
the passage from Gibraltar to Malta, with the direct support of Force H, of 6 large 
steamboats loaded with various materials and 1 steamboat with troops. For the occasion 
the Force H consisted of | battleship, | battle cruiser, 1 aircraft carriers, 1 heavy cruiser 
and 6 naval destroyer, that had been reinforced with 3 cruisers, 1 fast minelayer and 11 
naval destroyers, 
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constituent Force X designated to accompany the convoy for all the distance until to 
Malta. Also it was previewed that in the return travel Force X would have supplied the 
escort of some empty steamboats presently attended in the port of the island and in of the 
favorable occasion for being transferred to Gibraltar. 

In concomitance with such operation it had been decided the contemporary sortie 
of Force A of Alexandria with direction of march towards the central Mediterranean, in 
order to confuse our intelligence services, without exposure but to the risks of an attack in 
forces of Germanic aviation of the Aegean, operating as already said in those theaters. 
The sortie was to take place between the 22 and the 24 July without however achieving 
results previewed in how much as the sortie returned to port of Force A, regularly known 
from our part, did not determine any movement of forces. Unexpected was instead the 
goal as motivated the sortie of the forces of Gibraltar, in how much from our part was 
appraised that it was understanding to achieve the usual fly-off of aircraft from advanced 
positions, that in truth it was not. 

The operation "Substance" had beginning in the night between the 20 and the 21 
July with the passage through the strait of Gibraltar of the 6 loaded steamboats, coming 
from as said from England, escorted by Force X. The transport troops stranded in the 
vicinities of Gibraltar where to renounce to the operation. The 1,800 men who were 
aboard were forwarded for Malta with a successive convoy on the first of August. 

Force H the morning of the 21st assumed indirect escort to the convoy proceeding 
towards the east, on a route more to the north. The Galite gathered to the convoy the 
morning of the 23rd west of the island in order to continue with it until to the channel of 
Sicily, in the that is where more expectable feature was our offense was violently 
manifested achieving the sinking of a naval destroyer and the damaging of a cruiser. 

Force H, arriving in the late afternoon of the 23rd, in the narrow channel of Sicily 
inverted the route in order to return to base while the convoy escorted by the units of 
Force X continued for Malta where they arrived the day after. Operation "Substance" had 
ended the 27th with the return to Gibraltar of all 
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units of the Force H and Force X as well as of the empty steamboats trapped at Malta (see: 
Vol. V: "the naval actions in the Mediterranean" -2nd Ed. 1970 - page. 11 And following). 

In relation to this opposing activity, we examine what was the employment of our 
submarines. 

As it appears obvious from the attached Map n. 16, the zones of prevailing activity of 
our underwater forces were those to SW of the Sardinia, those of the channel of Sicily and 
those near the cirenaico-Egyptian coast in which passed the so-called "route for Tobruk". 

To SW of the Sardinia they were carried out from the 4th to 10th and from the 17th to 
18 July, two successive ambushes in pairs, at first with the Smg Corallo and Diaspro, 
deployed about on the meridian of cape Caxine and subsequently with the Smg Alagi and 
Diaspro still, deployed on the meridian of cape Bougaroni, with the boats distances between 
them of 35 miles. Both these ambushes were motivate by the uncertain news of opposing 
movements in the western Mediterranean, in as much as in this period did not have enemy 
activity in that basin. The boats in fact returned to their bases without to have carried out any 
sightings. 

The beginning of the operation "Substance" with the sortie of the forces of Gibraltar 
in the night of the 21st, at first determined the deployment of two boats in waters of Cape 
Bougaroni in as much as, still not having assessed the exact purpose of the sortie, the High 
Command of the Submarines thought that it was dealing with, as already said at first, an 
operation of flying off aircraft for Malta. Subsequently, when the true purpose of the 
operation was delineated, another four ambushes of submarines between Pantelleria and 
Malta were predisposed. 

In the early afternoon of the 21st therefore, the Smg Alagi (Ten. Vasc. Giulio 
Contreas) and Diaspro (Ten. Vasc. Antonio Dotta) left the base of Cagliari in order to carry 
in the beginning points ambush situates on the 6° E meridian, respective 30 and 55 miles 
from the coast. For said period the submarines had to begin search for parallel, according to 
the new norms, carrying itself until to 5° E meridian. Reaching the respect points in the day 
of the 22nd, in motion reached the submarines the first telegram of discovery of the opposing 
forces towards the east, with the order to carry out the search without zone limitation. The 
Smg Alagi 
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appreciating that the prescribed search for would have lead it in proximity of the parallel 
director of march of the spotted forces began the movement towards the west from its 
beginning point of ambush, finding by hydrophones on the 22nd at 12:00 hours the 
approaching of the convoy. However, in part a antisubmarine systematic search found in 
the late afternoon of the 22nd and the adversaries lead light unit with launch of some 
bombs, did not succeed to arrive to the visual sight of the enemy forces, also having 
carried out wide zigzag on the surface on the director of the prescribed search. It sighted 
instead, two days after, an unit of Force H in navigation of return to Gibraltar but in 
position not favorable in order to lead to attack. On 26 July the Alagi had orders to return 
to base. 

The Smg Diaspro arrived a little after the A/agi on its beginning point of searche, 
in the morning of the 22nd, found by the hydrophones the approaching of opposing 
forces, whose appreciated direction of march passed very north of its position. Relieved 
from the explicit order of the Submarine Command to carry out search without zone 
limitation, the Diaspro carried in surface 45 miles more to the north beginning from this 
new point the search of the convoy and carrying out in with time frequent the short 
immersions for control of the hydro-phonic surveys. After 7 hours of search, at 23:00 
approximately of the 22nd, our submarine, thanks to the opportunity of the maneuvers 
carried out, came to find exactly to the center of the zone where the opposing units were 
in that moment evolving for countermarch, succeeding to carry out the launch from a 
close distance (between the 1,000 and 1,300 meters) of all the torpedo ready in the tubes, 
four of the bow and two astern ; the first against two greater units of the formation salvo 
against a group of unit appreciated for cruisers and constituted from one aircraft carriers 
and one battleship. Carried out the launch of the stern torpedoes, the submarine was 
redeemed in immersion coming soon after subordinate to a short but intense anti- 
submarine hunting that however did not cause any serious damage. The results of this 
action lead with serene determination and daring, it does not seem have been positive, not 
finding any confirmation in the opposing sources even if, as can be found from the 
extract of the mission report brought back, 
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they had heard without a shadow of doubt the explosions of the arms to stern: 


"22 July 1941: 
17:56 hours - I come breakthrough with the turret in order to explore the horizon, with 
negative outcome 


18,15 hours - Provided that the visual sight still has not been carried out although the 
progressive increase of the force of the source from the hydrophones, emerges 
and with the thermals I turn for 260° with route directed on the enemy 


19:18 hours - They are sighted slightly to straight of the bow, to the distance of some 
thousand of meters, a high water column without doubt provoked from a aerial 
bomb. The aircraft does not come sighted casting it against sun. I execute fast 
immersion in order not to be noticed and continue in immersion to periscope 
depth the approach to the N. F. that I presume not very much far given the stated 
threatening action executed from aircraft 


19:20 hours - I receive a telegram of directed aerial discovery from Maricosom to the 
Smg Diaspro regarding the presence at 15:45 hours to 75 miles to the north of 
Cape Bougaroni of N. F. comprising 1 BB -1 CV -7 DD with route 90° to the 
speed of 20 knots. Since my position at 15:45 hours showed to be distant of some 
7 miles from that one indicated in the signal of discovery, and my hydrophones 
have not denounced some source to that hour in that direction, have thought that 
the sight was wrong in position 


19:50 hours - I have continued to perceive numerous explosions of bombs; at variable 
distances, in direction of the west 


20:15 hours - Entertain signal of aerial discovery directed from Maricosom to the Smg 
Diaspro regarding the presence at 15:05 hours at mile 75 to north of Cape Sigli of 
composed N. F. of 1 BB -1 CV to -4 Cr -5 DD. 
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Given the position contained in the telegram I'm convinced that the N. F. 
spotted is without doubt that one that is under control of the hydrophones 
aboard since 13:45 hours. 


20:30 hours - Since the enemy still has not been sighted decides to emerge newly and to 
resume the approach in surface with the thermal engines heading for 
270°, value of the medium hydro-phonic survey. 


22:00 hours - Executes short immersion of a duration of 12 minutes in order to control to 
the hydrophones the medium survey of the N. F. that turn out to be 
constant for 270° and of the most remarkable intensity 


22:12 hours - I emerge and resume the march on the surface with the M. T. Flooded also 
the superior torpedo tubes forward 


22:58 hours - Reached in lat 38°10' N and long. 5°30' E I slightly sight off the bow on 
ahead the some dark shapes of outgoing ships of war from the haze 
online of row on very wide beta. Since the visibility is most insufficient, 
continue to approach in order to recognize the type and the number of the 
enemy units 


23:00 hours - Step on the electrical motors to all force, giving the alarm to the inside of 
the submarine 


23:04 hours - In short I must state I have come to find in the center of the zone of sea 
where the opposing fleet of 8-10 units strong is evolving for 
countermarch in order to invert the route on the line passing from 270° to 
90°. In fact beyond to the units sighted on starboard I notice others of 
ahead and yet others on my left; All show me a very wide beta. 

The only feature of horizon clear of ships remains on my breast to 
starboard. 
Note that some ships signal actions with blue lights. 
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The formation, as it turns out from the attached diagram, seems to me 
constituted as follows: in head one or two DD, they are followed by four 
cruisers, then another DD, then a battleship, a aircraft carrier and finally 
close one or two DD. 

The distance of the ships from the submarine varied according to my 
appreciation between the 1,000 meters (head unit) and the 1,300 meters 
(tail unit). Two DD is not exactly online of row with the other units but 
they are moving sideways to the inside towards the submarine to a 
distance from this of approximately 700 meters. 

One of the DD of tail to a sure moment accelerates the sailing point as to 
rejoin the formation. I appreciate the speed of the ships at 10 knots. 
Then that the varied cinematic situation more rather quickly in relation to 
the short distance between the submarine and the ships and in 
consequence of the evolutionary maneuver in course of execution from 
part of the formation, I decide to before execute the launce of all the 
torpedo of equipment as soon as possible, before that is one of the DD 
draws closer to the submarine is accidentally alerted. 

23:05 hours - I approach therefore with the bow carrying it to the height of the first 
cruiser and then turning on the left I gradually execute the launch of the 
torpedo of bow against the greater units of the head of the formation. 

Being that the night is very dark (new moon) and in some fields the horizon very 
gloomy, while with the "Septar" binoculars of equipment I succeed 
sufficiently to distinguish the profiles of the ships, when I must pass to the 
"Panerai" goals for the execution of the launch, the shapes become very 
indistinct and the sight succeeds particularly difficult 

23:07 hours - Executed the launch of all the bow torpedoes, I turn newly to straight in 
order to introduce the stern in opportune position in order to carry out the 
launch with the 
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stern tubes on the two tail units (battleship and aircraft carriers). 


23:09 hours - I execute the launch of the stern torpedoes, there and then I dip myself 
quickly. 
Before the immersion I had the possibility to observe that the wakes of the 
torpedo are most visible because of the extreme phosphorescence of the 
sea. That facilitates the maneuver of the enemy units same understanding to 
avoid the torpedo. 
From the bridge I have an intense explosions being able to attribute to the 
bow torpedo. 
The stern torpedo is instead exploded surely both after little more than a 
minute from the launch. Their explosion has been heard distinguished by 
me and from all the personnel aboard and it cannot absolutely be confused 
with the eventual timely outbreak of bombs having these last completely 
different sonorous characteristics from those of the torpedo that produce a 
easy recognizable crash. 
They are not in a position to specifying if the torpedo has hit only one or 
both of the two greater units. From the impression brought back observing 
the beginning of the wakes they are carried to think that both have hit the 
aircraft carrier. 


23:12 hours - The submarine reached the depth of meters 40 the strongest explosion of 
the first bomb launched from the DD is heard that are in capacities of the 
vertical proximity of the Smg. From 23:12 to 00:50 hard the systematic 
bombardment with the employment of one some thirty of bombs of heavy 
caliber". 


Since of other part the main opposing units that participated to this operation and 
in particular the aircraft carrier and the battleship carried out another operation, as we 
will see, in the first days of the successive month of August, must be concluded that the 
explosions heard from our submarine after its second launch could be attributed to ready 
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the antisubmarine reaction of the escort units, also not being able to exclude the 
possibility of smaller damages to some unit. 

Redeemed from the zone of the attack the Diaspro carried out, a few hours later, 
the prescribed one signal of sighting that concurred the successes of the sea and air 
attacks with the convoy, which we have previously pointed out, its returned to base of 
Cagliari of 24 July. 

Had confirmation from the telegram of discovery of the Diaspro of the true 
purposes of the opposing operation in course, the High Command of the Submarines 
predisposed, between the evening of the 22nd and the morning of the 23rd, the sortie of 
four boats from the bases of Trapani and Augusta (Smg Bandiera - Manara - Dessié and 
Settimo) lining them up in waters between Pantelleria and Malta, distances approximately 
20 miles between them. While the Smg Bandiera and Manara took ambush in the day of 
the 23rd in the points assign to them, respective 30 miles to SE of Pantelleria and 40 
miles to NW of Malta, in useful time therefore for an eventual offensive action against 
the convoy in arrival, the Smg Dessié and Settimo they arrived at their point of ambush, 
50 miles to SE of Pantelleria and 30 miles to the west of the Malta only on the 24th and 
25 July, that is when the opposing forces were already journeyed in the respective zones. 
And in fact these two boats did not carry out sights. The Smg Bandiera and Manara 
instead succeeded to sight both the forces that from Malta having directed for the reunion 
with Force H to north of Tunisia are the convoy escorted in arrival to Malta, but in both 
occasions they did not succeed to carry itself in favorable position for the launch. The 26 
July the four submarines were recalled to base. 

In the central-eastern Mediterranean the activity of our submarines was 
understood to contrast the flow of supply to Tobruk and - therefore it centralized in 
cirenaico-Egyptians waters, where alternated in ambush seven submarines. From 3 to 14 
July to 25 miles to north of Ras Azzaz operated the Smg Malachite (Ten. Vasc. Enzo 
Zanni) and Ametista (Cap. Corv. Virgilio Spigai) in two adjacent zones and separated by 
the meridian of Ras Azzaz. A third boat, the Smg Narvalo that would have had to take 
position in the same period to north of Marsa Matruh was forced 
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in the course of navigation of transfer to the zone to return on the 4th to Taranto for 
disadvantages to the propeller axes. 

The Smg Malachite the evening of the 3rd, a few hours after having reached the 
zone, it sighted very distant two naval destroyer subordinates in that moment to an aerial 
attack. Unable to carry out an approach on the surface for the given the strong light of the 
day, awaited the sunset in order to emerge and to begin the search of the same units. For 
it was just emerged when, at approximately 20:00 in lat. 32° 20' N and long. 24° 50' E, it 
sighted a cruiser appreciated of the "Dido" class escorted by two naval destroyer, with 
route towards Tobruk. Begun the attack reached to a distance of approximately 2,000 
meters, it launch a torpedo against the formation that proceeded online of row and to 
distances many lock outs, redeeming itself therefore in immersion. It was not launch, like 
previewed, a second to torpedo because of a lacked operation the electrical launch 
worker. In the phase of disengagement it already heard clearly, after 2 minutes and 30 
seconds from the launch, the explosion of the weapon, followed soon after from another 
dark explosion, but without enduring antisubmarine hunting. 

Also of this action there is not confirmation in the opposing documentation, 
although it would turn out from the interception of r.t. messages that in said occasion a 
naval destroyer making part of the escort of the CL Phoebe would have been hit. It 
removes itself towards the north the submarine returning to the zone the successive day, 
remaining there until to the evening of 14 July still finding, above all in the course of the 
nights, a sure enemy activity from part of light units directing for Tobruk, without but 
succeeding to carry out another actions. This opposing activity was found also by the 
Smg Ametista, in ambush in one zone more to the east. In fact the evening of the 8th, the 
Ametista at a distance sighted a naval destroyer proceeding at high speed, with route 
towards the north. Begun the attack and reached at a distance of launch, could not to 
conclude the action for one unexpected turning away of the target. 

The control of the route for Tobruk carried out from the Smg Malachite and 
Ametista was upgraded on the 8th with the arrival of a third boat, the Smg Settembrini 
(Cap. Corv. Alcide Bardi), than was placed in ambush more drawn in position near to the 
coast, 10 miles to NE of Ras Azzaz, remaining until to the day 16 July. 
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In this zone the Settembrini had occasion to carry out numerous sights of light 
unit and small boats that traded with Tobruk. At first, in the night of 10 July, it sighted 
two large motorboats, probably in antisubmarine search, against which it at a distance 
carried out fire action with the gun and with machine-gunner reaching until very close. 
Hit by the shooting of the machine-gunner and probably damages, the two motorboats 
were forced to redeem themselves. In the successive night is sighted two destroyers 
proceeding at a strong gait, but against which it was not possible to act for the 
unfavorable cinematic conditions of the sight. An attack against a section of naval 
destroyer, culminated with the launch of a torpedo, was the morning of the 13th followed 
with negative outcome. Another fire action against motorboats in antisubmarine search 
was carried out in the night on the 15th, this time also forcing the enemy ships to go away 
probably damaged. Finally in the night on the 16th, at 01:35, the Settembrini sighted near 
Ras Azza a small tanker of 700 tsl approximately, that it tried to sink with the gun and the 
launch of a torpedo. This last passed under the target, the submarine ramming the small 
unit to forward of the center and, in order to accelerate of the sinking, launch from close 
distance another two torpedo regulated the minimal depth, going away therefore from the 
zone. 

The waters immediately to north of Ras Azzaz still were patrolled in the course of 
the month from another of our submarine, the Sqgualo (Ten. Vasc. Ludovico Grion) that 
operated from the 23 to the 31 July distant in a zone 20 miles from the cirenaica coast. 

The evening of the 24th at 23:00 hours approximately in lat. 32°20' N and long. 
24°53' E it sighted at a close distance, because of the existing haze in zone, a large oil 
tanker with route to the west against which at 23:06 it launch, from 1.000 meters of 
distance, two torpedoes regulated you to 3 meters, continuing therefore in the attack route 
in order to observe the outcome of the launch. After approximately a minute could in fact 
observe a large smoke caused from two explosions that completely hid target already in a 
phase of sinking. Wanting to eventually accelerate of the sinking with the gun, the 
submarine began the search for the oil tanker that, facilitated from the haze, could to 
redeem itself. Its sure damaging was assessed from our submarine that it found in sea, in 
the same zone 
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of the attack, a great stretch of naphta amount for a wide beam. In the ulterior course of 
its mission the Squalo could even state the intense traffic that the adversary was carrying 
out for the refueling of the fortress of Tobruk with unit employment above all to fast 
light, in special way naval destroyer, that they arrived in the port besieged in the first 
hours of the night in order to sail a few hours later, after unloading. The units, aware that 
the underwater threat in waters close to Tobruk would have been particularly intense, 
carried out the last feature of the distance of approach to this port at supported speed and 
with frequent short zigzag in order to frustrate the eventual attacks of our submarines. 

In the waters nearer to Alexandria they were deployed in the course of the month, 
always for the attack to the traffic with Tobruk, three other boats. (a fourth submarine, the 
Narvalo, that would have had to carry out offensive ambush in those waters, was forced 
for disadvantages to the motors to interrupt the mission before reaching in zone). The 
Smg Dagabur operated from the 9th to 17 July in waters to north of Marsa Matruh in 
position close to the coast, the Smg Axum, from the 19th to the 28th, in an adjacent zone 
towards north to the previous one where it found intense systematic search is from part of 
airplane as well as from part of surface unit, and finally the Smg Uarsciek, from the 25th 
to the 29th, in the zone to north of Ras Uleima. Also this boat met lively aerial reaction 
especially in the afternoon of the 29th when, attacked while it was on the surface by 
opposing airplane with launch of bombs and strafing, it succeeded with the fire of the 
own arms and with the maneuver to avoid of being successfully hit subsequently to 
redeem itself in immersion. Unfortunately, because of a partial flooding of the premises 
accumulating which had the lacked a completes closing of the steam escape pipe of the 
air ventilation the batteries in the course of the fast immersion, the Uarsciek was forced 
to interrupt its mission the evening of the 29th and return to Taranto. 

In the Aegean sure activity from part of our submarines was resumption in the 
month of July 1941 understood mainly to hinder the crescent activity of opposing 
underwater units and in the second place to the control of the said neutral traffic therefore 
in those 
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waters. This activity was carried out by the submarines locates at the base of Lero. 

The Smg Galatea carried out one short mission anti-traffic in waters to south of 
Kio on the 3rd and an other antisubmarine mission from the 15th to the 24th in waters to 
east of the Sirina island, to north of the channel of Scarpanto. The Smg Nereide (Ten. 
Vasc. Augusto Migliorini) operated in antisubmarine mission, from the 10th to the 18th, 
in waters to east of Tinos in the northern Cicladi, carrying out the sight of an opposing 
submarine in the night on the 16 July. Carried in favorable position and at a distance a 
very close, he launch at 01:07 two torpedo but of which he had irregular run, carrying out 
at the same time gun and machine-gunner shooting. The opposing Smg, during the 
disengagement maneuver, reacted with the angled launch of two torpedo, avoided 
however by the Nereide. Also being observed and heard, 40 second ones after the launch, 
the explosion of the torpedo to aft of the turret of the opposing submarine that was in 
phase of fast immersion, its sinking would have to be excluded not finding itself 
reference some in the opposing losses announced. One Greek is only known that 
approximately in that period and that zone two submarines operated, the Tritan and one 
English the Tetrarch both given for sinks but in different times. 

In waters to north of Naxo the Smg Sirena still operated with antisubmarine tasks, 
from the 24th to 31 July, without moreover noticing enemy activity. 

The increase of opposing underwater activity in waters of the Aegean in July 
1941 was realized when among others with the sinking of a our boat, Smg Jantina (Cap. 
Corv. Vincenzo Politi) happened on 5 July the work of the British Smg Tarbay. The 
Jantina was carrying out the transfer from Lero to Brindisi for necessity of work of repair 
of the damage received in the course of the previous mission carried out in waters near to 
Alexandria (see page. 165) and was disabled to dive. At 18:45 approximately of 5 July, 
arrived near the island of Mykoni, lat. 37° 21' N and long. 25° 20' E, it was attacked on 
the surface with launch of six torpedo from the Smg Torbay and, hit by two weapons to 
forward and to the center, it sank in less than a minute. Of the 48 men of the crew only 
Six were saved. The remains of the commander 
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was recovered, with a few others, some days later. 

Also in the month of July '41 the activities of our submarines in metropolitan waters, 
somewhat and were intensely concentrated mostly in the gulf of Liguria and the gulf of 
Taranto. In the gulf of Liguria our 3 coastal submarines, the Smg H 1 - H 4 - H 6, carried out 
in the month 17 missions with the task mostly of antisubmarine search. In particular the Smg 
HI carried out six missions in the nights on the 20, 22, 24, 26, 28 and 30 July; the Smg H 4 
five missions in the nights on the 7, 16, 19,27 and 29 July and finally the Smg H 6 six 
missions in the nights on the 4, 15, 18, 21, 23 and 25 July. 

In the gulf of Taranto two other coastal submarines operated mostly in antisubmarine 
ambush, the Smg H 2 and H 8. The Smg H 2 carried out one mission in the night on the 26 
July and the Smg H & two missions respective in the nights on 5 and 21 July. 

Beyond to the missions over examined, were carried out in the month 5 missions for 
material transport to North Africa, to which the Smg Zoea, Corridoni and Atropo participated 
all of base to Taranto. Also in this month the port of discharge was Derna and the materials 
transport in nearly the totality will consist mostly of German munitions. 

In particular, the Smg Zoea carried out two missions, from the 4th to the 10th and the 
17th to 23 July transporting altogether material for 110 tons; the Smg Corridoni carried 
altogether two missions from the 2nd to the 10th and the 19th to the 26 July transporting 111 
tons of cargo and finally the Smg Atropo effected only a single mission from the 21st to the 
27 July, with 47 tons of cargo. A previous mission, that the submarine it had to carry out with 
the destination of Bardia, was cancelled by order of the Submarine Command. 

On the hole in the month of July 268 tons of various materials were transported to 
North Africa. 

Reassessing the activity of our submarines in the month of July 1941, following are 
had given: 22 missions with offensive-explored tasks of which interrupting before arriving in 
the ambush zone, 20 missions with mostly antisubmarine tasks in metropolitan waters and 5 
of material transport missions, for a total of 47 missions, for which they were employs 26 
boats. In the development of the offensive activity there were carried out 
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6 culminate attacks with the launch of 15 weapons and four set in action of fire. Results 
obtained, according to results from the opposing documentation available, would be 
denied although it cannot be excluded, as appears obvious from the context of the 
examined actions over, the damaging of a light unit, a submarine, some small boats used 
after the antisubmarine outer vigilance and nearly the sure sinking of one small self- 
moving tanker of 700 tsl. 

Two boats finally were forced to interrupt the missions they were assigned for 
damages or disadvantages not to consequent of equipment aboard but to action of war 
endured, while we assign the loss of a boat due to torpedoing from part of an enemy 
submarine. 


2. - MONTH OF AUGUST 1941. 


In the month of August 1941 the activity of our submarines still was carried out 
mostly in relation to the various operations completed by the British forces, whose 
movements were not always known. 

In the first days of the month the Force H of Gibraltar with 2 battleships, 1 aircraft 
carrier and several naval destroyers carried out indirect escort to a special fast group 
composed of the cruisers Hermione and Arethusa, from the fast minelayer Manxman and 
two destroyers, that it had the task to transport to Malta the personnel and a sure 
quantitative of materials remained at Gibraltar to follow because of the disabling of a 
steamboat pertaining to the convoy of the previous operation "Substance". The English 
forces left Gibraltar in the night on the 30 July. While Force H carried out during the first 
hours of August a diversion action for to sway a our eventual naval contrast in waters of 
the channel of Sicily, the special group headed at high speed for Malta arriving in the first 
hours of the day of 2 August and leaving again soon after, carried out the disembarkation 
of the transported personnel, in the late afternoon of the same day. 

Gathering the successive morning to the west of the island of Galite, the two 
groups returned to Gibraltar in the day of the 4th. 
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Force H subsequently carried out another sortie between the 22nd and 26 August 
pushing itself to within Sardinian western waters for an action of aerial bombardment 
against industrial zones of the northern Sardinia, while at the same time an action of 
mining along the Tyrrhenian coasts was carried out in the night on the 24 from the fast 
minelayer Manxman. 

In the eastern Mediterranean the English activity was manifested mostly with two 
main operations. The first regarding the transfer to Cyprus from Egypt of the 50th 
Division of 17,000 men strong, the transport begun in the middle of July and continued 
for all the month of August '41, which cruisers and naval destroyer participated with 
numerous travels also. The second one, called "Treacle", consisted in the substitution, the 
fort of Tobruk, of the 18th Brigade of Australian infantry with one Polish Brigade, but 
limited to the personnel and a little materials, operation carried out between the 19 and 29 
August in period of new moon. Also to this participated to light units and cruisers of the 
force of Alexandria, for the transport of the personnel as well as for the indirect escort. 

The activity therefore of our submarines in August '41, outlined in map n. 17, 
were concentrated in the center-western Mediterranean basin. That induces to assert that 
the operations put into effect from the adversary in the eastern Mediterranean and in 
particular the substitution of the forces in the fort of Tobruk, also escaped to our 
intelligence services in other much efficient occasions. They but endured an effective 
contrast from part of the Italian-German areas forces of the Aegean who realized also of 
the successes with the damaging of | cruiser and 1| naval destroyer. 

The two sorties carried out from the forces of Gibraltar advised to predispose in 
both cases a protecting alignment on the narrow accesses to the gulf of Genoa. Therefore 
from Ist to 4 August they were carried out, to north of the 44° parallel, three protective 
ambushes antisubmarine with the Smg Colonna - H 1 and H 4. These same boats, with 
the addition of the Smg Onyx, again effected in the same zone protective ambush with 
antisubmarine search between the 24th and 27 August. 

In the waters to the south and south-west of Sardinia in occasion of the first sortie 
of the forces of Gibraltar they were deployed the Smg Alagi, Diaspro and Serpente, the 
first two along the meridian 
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6° E, between the parallels 37° 30' N and 37° 50' N, with the order to carry out search of 
the parallel until to the meridian 5° E, and the third part 20 miles west of the island the 
Galite. The Alagi and the Diaspro reached the points assign on the day of 31 July while 
the Serpente entered in zone the successive evening. None of the three boats carried out 
the visual sighting or hydro-phonic of the enemy forces. They left the ambush the 
evening of the 4th. 

On the convoys no precise information approximately opposing movements in the 
western Mediterranean, two boats, the Smg Alagi and Aradam, took to position on 8 
August successive, first the 25 miles to NW of the island the Galite and the second on the 
meridian of Cape Bougaroni, 60 miles from the coast. The cited movements not being 
confirmed, the two submarines were recalled the same day to their base of Cagliari. 

The Smg Alagi - Serpente - Aradam and Diaspro were newly deployed in waters 
to SW of Sardinia in occasion of the second sortie of the forces of Gibraltar, carried out 
between the 22nd and the 26 August. The Smg Alagi and Serpente took to position on 6° 
E meridian respective 30 and 60 miles from the coast, with the order to carry out search 
of the parallel until to meridian 5° E; the others two boats were lined up in waters near 
the island of Galite, the Smg Aradam to 20 miles and the Smg Diaspro, for to 55 miles 
west of said island. Aradam, Diaspro and Alagi turned out therefore lined up, 
opportunely spaced out, approximately on the 27° 30' N parallel, most probable direction 
of march of the enemy forces. None of the four boats carried out sights, with the 
exception of the Smg Aradam that the evening of the 25 sighted in the strong haze 
existing in the zone, nearest, a light unit with collision course for which it was forced to 
redeem itself. In truth the zone of operations of Force H of Gibraltar, in the course of its 
second sortie, turned out west of Sardinia and therefore the alignment of our submarines 
in vicinity of the accesses to the channel of Sicily did not turn out effective. 

In the waters around Malta they took position on the occasion of the first sortie of 
the forces of Gibraltar, five boats of which four, Bandiera - Manara - Tembiell and 
Seventh in ambush west of the island and one, Zaffiro, to the east. The Smg Bandiera, 
Manara and Tembien turned out lined up, at a distances between them of 15 miles, along 
a line situated 35 miles to east of Pantelleria 
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and normal to the most probable route than approach to Malta, the Smg Seftimo in 
position closer to the island and finally the Smg Zaffiro 70 miles to east of Malta. All the 
boats reached the zones they were assigned in the day of 1 August with the exception of 
the Smg Zaffiro that, on 30 July in order to operate along the coasts of the Cirenaica, 
received the order to move itself to a new zone of ambush to the east of Malta, taking 
therefore position on 3 August. 

The English fast group, composed from 2 cruisers, | minelayer and 2 destroyers, 
arrived at Malta, as we have pointed out above, in the first hours of the 2nd in order to 
leave again late the same afternoon. It crossed the zone of ambush of our submarines in 
the more southern part in as much as only Smg Tembien (Ten. Vasc. Guido Gozzi), in 
ambush in the southern limit of the obstruction line, carried out the sight and the attack of 
the enemy group. The results in fact from the English documentation that in the first 2 
hours of August the CL Hermione, while it proceeded at high speed for Malta, was 
attacked by the Tembien in lat. 36°31' N and long. 12° 40' E. The cruiser succeeded 
however in counter-maneuver turning to ram the submarine, causing the sinking and 
remaining slightly damaged. It is not possible to reconstruct more completely the action 
from our unit in how much as no member of the crew survived. 

The other submarines making part of the alignment left the ambush in the day of 
the 4th retruning the respective bases. Subsequently, to part a short mission carried out on 
the 14th by the Smg Tricheco and Dagabur respective 70 miles to E and SE of Malta and 
a patrolling carried out by the Smg Manara from the 10th to the 21st along the eastern 
coasts of Tunisia, in proximity of Ras Mustafa, without to record relief of events, waters 
around Malta remained unguarded by our submarines until to the second sortie of the 
forces of Gibraltar, carried out from the 22nd to the 26 August. Between the 23rd and 24 
August in fact was predisposed a alignment on two lines between Tunisia and Malta with 
the employment of five boats. Two submarines, the Squalo and the Bandiera took to 
position in waters to the east of Cape Bon for control of the routes near the Tunisian 
coasts, the others three submarines, the Tricheco, the Topazio and the Zaffiro, 40 miles to 
the east 
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of Pantelleria deployed astride the most probable meridian of guiding march towards Malta. 
Also this alignment as that one predisposed in the same period in waters to south of the 
Sardinia turned out a alignment estimate for the reasons already said, and the boats were 
recalled 26 August to the bases to exception of the two in ambush along the Tunisian coast 
that remained in zone until to the first days of September. Of these the Smg Bandiera (Ten. 
Vasc. Carlo Forni) carried out in the first hours of 27 August in proximity of Ras Mustafa an 
attack against a steamboat culminated with the launch of two torpedo and a short cannonade, 
however without success. 

In the eastern Mediterranean the activity of our underwater forces was limited to one 
single mission carried out by the Smg Delfino (Cap. Corv. Alberto Avogadro di Cerrione) 
from the 30 July to 4 August, in waters immediately to north of Ras Azzaz for the attack to 
the traffic with Tobruk. Any sighting was not carried out. But the evening of 1 August, at 
23:30 approximately, during the nocturnal ambush on the surface, the Delfino was attacked in 
lat. 32° 12' N and long. 24° 46' E from an "Sunderland" type aircraft with strafing and launch 
of several bombs, all exploded near the hull, and that they caused some damage to the inner 
equipment. Disabled to redeem with the immersion and given the contingent of the situation, 
our submarine reacted ready with the fire of its own arms, succeeding to pull down the 
airplane. They were retrieved and made captive four men of the crew. 

In Aegean the antisubmarine hunting and search missions were continued also in the 
month of August '41 and of control of the neutral traffic. The Smg Ondina - Nereide - 
Ascianghi participated to these missions all of the base or temporary relocated to Lero. The 
Smg Ondina carried out antisubmarine search in waters of the Thera island from the 5th to 14 
August. The Smg Nereide carried out two missions from the 19th to the 20th and the 25th to 
26 August respective in waters to NW of Rhodes and north of the channel of Caso. The Smg 
Ascianghi finally patrolled from the 25th to 30 August in the northern Cicladi to south of the 
island of Scio. In the course of these four missions there were not had any record of events of 
note. 

For how much one refers to the ambushes protected in metropolitan waters, besides 
to those already cited at the beginning of the examination of the activity of the month and 
carried out in waters of the gulf of Genoa in relation 
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the sortie of the force of Gibraltar, anothers 14 missions were carried out in the gulf of 
Liguria and the gulf of Taranto. The coastal submarines of the class "H" participated. 

The Smg H / and H 4 of base to La Spezia carried out antisubmarine search in the 
gulf of Liguria respective in the nights on 8th and 13th and in the nights on the 9th and 14 
August. In the gulf of Taranto they mostly operated in antisubmarine ambushes the Smg 
H 2 and H 8. The Smg H 2 carried out search in the nights on the 6, 8, 19, 20 and 25 
August and the Smg H 8 in the nights on the 4, 18, 26 and 27 August. 

The transport of materials and fuels to North Africa with submarines was 
continued also in this month. But, with the exception of much previously success, the 
cargos were start in the port of Bardia, in position that is close to the combat front. The 
transport operations turned out however more dangerous above all for the aerial contrast 
that in several occasions was manifested. The Smg Zoea (Ten. Vasc. Alberto 
Campanella) in fact, that the afternoon of the 6th had departed from Taranto with a cargo 
of 57 t of fuel, was attacked the morning of the 8th in lat. 34° N and long. 23° 16' E, 
while it was sailing on the surface, by a "Bristol Blenheim" type aircraft with launch of 
some bombs that fell distant from the boat. When the aircraft, failed the first attack was 
about to carry out of a second, the Zoea reacted ready with the fire of own the machine- 
guns succeeding to hit the aircraft forward several times who fell into the sea. The 
submarine, after to have disembarked to Bardia the cargo of the day of the 10th, came 
newly and repeatedly attacked from airplane in return navigation succeeding but always 
to redeem countering with the shooting the opposing action. 

The afternoon of 13 August returned to Taranto. Another mission for transport of 
65 t of fuel and munitions was carried out by the Smg Corridoni from 8 to 17 August. 
The submarine escaped to the enemy aerial vigilance in the course of navigation; the 
evening of 12 August while proceeding, to the port of Bardia, to disembarkation the 
cargo, it endured an aerial attack that did not cause any damage. The Smg Atropo finally 
carried out between the 12 and 20 August the transport of 60 t of fuel, without to find 
aerial contrast. Altogether therefore they were transported to Bardia in the course of the 
month, 192 tons of materials mostly fuels. 
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In total in the month of August 1941, 51 missions of which 34 offensives were 
carried out, 14 of protective ambush in metropolitan waters of and 3 of material transport 
to North Africa, with the total employment of 28 boats. Only two attacks were carried 
out, culminate with the launch of two torpedoes and a short cannonade. In the case of the 
Tembien, also being sure of the attack, it has not been able to assess if the submarine 
succeeded or not launch of the torpedo before being rammed and sunk. 

Approximate results assessed, if the torpedo damaging of to a cruiser is excluded 
according to reported how much which did not have, they would be limited to two 
airplane shot down from the shooting of light weapons of our submarines. Moreover you 
will endure the loss of a boat as a result of ramming of surface unit. None of the 
submarines that took part to the activity of the month recorded damages to the material 
incident on the operating efficiency. 


3. - MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 1941. 


The opposing movements, that also in the month of September 1941 determined 
the activity of our underwater forces, were mostly carried out to in the central-western 
Mediterranean. In this month in fact English executed two main operations in such basin. 
The first called "Operation Status" he was carried out in two phases between the 8 and 
the 14 September and regarded the launch from aircraft carriers of aircrafts assigned to 
the strengthening of Malta and Middle-East. At first an unit of Force H with | unit 
aircraft carriers, 1 cruiser and 6 naval destroyer, left the Gibraltar the morning of 8 
September, was carried in opportune position to south of the Baleari where at dawn of the 
9th it carried out launch of 14 "Hurricane" type aircraft that, escorted from 1 "Bristol 
Blenheim" type guide aircraft, reached Malta. The morning of the 10th this unit re- 
entered to Gibraltar. Subsequently the evening of the same day another unit of the Force 
H with 2 aircraft carriers, | battleship, | cruiser and 7 naval destroyer, took the sea 
directed to the east in order to carry out in the first hours of the 13th, four further 
launches of aircrafts, altogether 45 "Hurricane" type aircraft that, escorted by 7 "Bristol 
Blenheim" type guide aircraft, they arrived at Malta also and subsequently 
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the Middle East. The unit of the Force H returned to Gibraltar the evening of 14 
September. 

The second operation, called "Halberd" was carried out between the 14th and 30 
September and was completed in order to allow the passage from Gibraltar with Malta of 
a convoy of 9 steamboats with troops and materials, operation similar to that one already 
carried out in the previous month of July. In this occasion also the Mediterranean Fleet 
carried out a short diversionary sortie from the 26th to the 27th, understood to give the 
impression that the convoy had to arrive until to Alexandria. 

Given the great importance of the operation, they left Gibraltar, the afternoon of 
the 24th, 3 battleships, 1 aircraft carrier, 5 cruisers and 18 destroyers besides to the 9 
cited steamboats, that subdivided in groups directed to the east. The morning of the 27 all 
groups 100 miles to south of Cagliari gathered in order to proceed compactly towards the 
channel of Sicily, being supported in the meantime by heavy attacks from part of aviation 
of the Axis. Here the 9 steamboats under the direct escort of the 5 cruisers and 9 naval 
destroyer detached from the body in order to reach Malta, passing to north of Pantelleria, 
subordinated to further heavy aerial attacks that caused losses among the convoy. 
Reached Malta in the afternoon of the 28th, the escort force left again some with 3 
transport troops that were found there in wait to reach Gibraltar where, in the day of the 
30th, the operation concluded. 

In the picture of this opposing activity, that one of our submarines, as he turns out 
obvious from the map n. 18, were carried out mostly in waters comprised between the 
Sardinia, the Baleari and the Algerian - Tunisian coast. Other modest activity was carried 
out along the Syrian-Palestinian coasts for the attack to the traffic in action in that zone. 

In zone A in occasion of the two cited sorties of Force H were predisposed 
obstructions of submarines in the accesses from S and SW to the gulf of Genoa and in 
waters north of the 44° parallel. 

From the 12th to 15 September, in occasion of the first sortie of the forces of 
Gibraltar they took to ambush the Smg Colonna - H 1 and H 6 while from the 26th to the 
29 September, in occasion of the second sortie of 
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foretold force were employed the Smg Beilul - Da Procida - H 1 - H 4 and H 6. No sights of 
reference took place. 

In zone B the activity of our submarines was centralized mostly in waters comprised 
between the meridian of Cape Tenés and the channel of Sicily with the preponderance of 
ambushes in the zone to north of Cape Bougaroni and the along the eastern coast of Tunisian, 
between Cape Bon and Ras Mustafa. 

At first, on 3 september, an uncertain signalling of opposing movements, took 
position on the 6° E meridian, respective 20 and 60 miles from the coast, the Smg Alagi and 
Serpente with the order to carry out a search on the parallel until to the 5° E meridian. 

Having been confirmed but it does not signal movements of opposing forces, the Smg 
Alagi was recalled to the base the evening of the same day while to the Smg Serpente it was 
ordered to carry out a offensive recognition along the coastal routes between Grano and 
Algeri, the recognition that the Snake carried out from the 4 to 10 September only finding 12 
neutral traffic and returning therefore successively to its base of Cagliari. 

In occasion of the sortie of the British naval forces from Gibraltar, which happened 
between 8 and 14 September, were deployed six submarines of which four in waters between 
the island of Galite and the Baleari and two in vicinity of Cape Bon. Smg Axum and Adua, 
making part of the first group, took to position on the 12th respectively 25 miles to SE and 45 
miles to south of Minorca for control of the routes of approach to the Sardinian western 
coasts, objective of a previous sortie of the English units, beginning from said point a search 
on the predestined routes. The Smg Turchese taken position, also on the 12th, 60 miles 
approximately to north of Cape Bougaroni on the 6° E meridian with the task to carry out 
search on the parallel until to 4° E meridian and the Smg Diaspro, 15 miles to the ease of the 
isle of Galite, Where it arrived on the 13th. The 2 boats deployed along the Tunisian coasts, 
Smg Aradam and Settembrini, had taken position already from the 6th, respectively 20 miles 
to north of Cape Bon and 10 miles to the east of the same cape, patrolling in the respective 
vicinities of ambush points. 

None of these six boats carried out sight of opposing forces. Given to the particular 
operation lead from the English units, only the Smg Turchese it had probability of encounter. 

The four boats line up to you in waters to S and SW of the Sardinia left 14 September 
the respective zones of ambush and 
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of these only the Smg Adua carried out, in navigation of return to base, an further patrolling along 
the Algerian coasts. The two boats instead in ambush in Tunisian waters left the zones the 16th 
replaced in anti-traffic mission by the Smg Alagi and Smeraldo. These 2 submarines had to lay a 
trap the routes that, escape the wide mined fields places by both the belligerents in the channel of 
Sicily, moved to the Tunisian coast between Cape Bon and Ras Mustafa. While the Smg Alagi 
completed its mission regularly returned to base of 26 September, of the Smg Smeraldo (Ten. 
Vasc. Bartolomeo La Penna) that it would have had to leave the ambush with the Smg Alagi, no 
more news was had. 

Not antisubmarine action from the enemy being noted in this period and that particular 
zone, must be thought that the submarine has gone lost for collision against a mine in the period 
elapsing between the 16 and 25 the September. 

An ambush predisposed for the 18 September in waters to SE of Minorca with the Smg 
Diaspro and Serpente signaled by movements of English units in the western Mediterranean was 
cancelled by the Submarine Command a few hours after the departure of the units from Cagliari 
in as much as it was found subsequently baseless. 

In occasion instead of the second sortie of the forces of Gibraltar for operation "Halberd", 
begun as we have seen on 24 September, they were found in sea or there were deployed 11 boats 
of which the nine in waters over looking the Algerian - Tunisian coasts and two in waters of Cape 
Bon. The evening of the 23rd in fact the Smg Dandolo, Adua and Turchese having left the 
respective bases of Naples and Cagliari in order to o in ambush in the zone comprised between 
Cape Palos and Cape Caxine, combining approximately to the said center of an obstruction 
forming oriented for NE-SW, with the boats distances between them of 20 miles. The three 
submarines arrived in the zone they were assigned on 26 September when the opposing forces, 
sortie two days before, were already journeyed. Information however of the presence at sea of 
enemy forces therefore consisting, the boats carried out some light movement, mostly towards the 
south, to being able to intercept them in the route of return to Gibraltar. 

And in fact all and three reached the visual sight of the forces but only the Smg Adua 
(Ten. Vasc. Luigi Riccardi) was in a position to leading an attack the morning of the 30th, at 
03:50 hours in lat. 36° 55' N and long. 00° 45' E against a group of the destroyers culminated with 
the 4 launch of torpedo. Redeemed towards north, in order to escape 
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to eventual search, the submarine to the 05,20 signaled the discovery of the enemy forces 
at the same time communicating the attack carried out. It was the last signal received 
from the Adua in as much as the boat sank with all the its crew in the course of this 
mission. From opposing side learned subsequently that morning of the 30 September the 
DD Gurka and Legion making part of the escort of the forces participating in operation 
"Halberd" took SONAR contact with a submarine in lat. 37°10' N and long. 00° 56' E and 
they attacked with depth bombs. Broken off to resurface after the bombardment 
confirmed the sinking of the unit. 

Not having been able to appreciate from the beginning the exact purpose of the 
enemy operation, the High Commando of the Submarines had predisposed a first 
obstruction with four boats, Smg Axum - Serpente - Aradam and Diaspro, in the Minorca 
- Sardinia channel to cover the Sardinian western coast, oriented for NW - SE with the 
units distanced between them of 20 miles. In the second obstruction of two boats, Smg 
Squalo and Bandiera, was previewed on the 7° 30' E meridian at approximately 60 miles 
from the Algerian coast and finally a third obstruction with the Smg Delfino and Narvalo, 
in waters near Cope Bon. These eight submarines all arrived, in the day of 26 September, 
in their respective ambush places. In base however in evolving of the opposing situation 
in sea that it had confirmed as the true purpose of the operation in course was the passage 
of a large convoy from Gibraltar towards the Central Mediterranean, they were ordered to 
nearly all the substantial submarines movements to leave from the evening of the 27th. At 
such date but the English forces were found already to south of Cagliari to about on the 
parallel of the island the Galite and heading towards the channel of Sicily, it subjected to 
heavy attacks of the Axis air forces. The four boats line up in the waters between the 
island of Minorca and the Sardinian coast all carried out movement of approximately 110 
miles towards south reconstituting the obstruction on the meridian of Cape Bougaroni, to 
one medium distance from the coast of 60 miles. The boats in ambush on the 7° 30' E 
meridian carried out their movement towards south carrying itself approximately on the 
parallel of Galite, arriving in there waters also of the Smg Dolphin already in ambush in 
area of Cape Bon. A move carried out therefore to realize, north of the gulf of 
Philippeville, a wide zone of ambush laid by seven of our submarines, 
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deep approximately 60 miles, in which it was presumed the opposing forces in their 
retirement towards Gibraltar would be run up against. And in fact four of the seven boats 
succeeded to sight, above all in the day of the 29th and although strong squalls in the zone, 
units of English units in navigation of return and of these boats the Smg Diaspro and 
Serpente succeeded to lead an attack. The Smg Diaspro (Ten. Vasc. Antonio Dotta) attacked 
the morning of the 29 at 06:17 in lat. 37°32' N and long. 06°45' E the advanced escort of an 
unit of greater ships, launch two stern torpedo were against the first naval destroyer, 
redeeming itself therefore in immersion. The Smg Serpente (Ten. Vasc. Renato Ferrini) 
found the afternoon of same day of the 29th at 16:00 approximately in lat. 37° 22' N and 
long. 06°16 ' E, an unit composed from | battleship and 4 naval destroyer with a route to the 
west. Begun the attack against the greater unit it could not arrive to the launch against of it 
because of the zigzag widths carried out by the formation, succeeding but launch to the 16,42 
and from drawn near distance, two torpedo stern against a destroyer of the left lateral escort. 
Characterized in its turn from other unit of the escort, our submarine was forced to redeem 
itself in depth being heard but after 50 second of race of the arms a strong explosion to 
attribute probably to the intense antisubmarine hunting which the our boat was nearly 
immediately subordinate. 

Particularly adverse meteorological conditions, which strong squalls and churned sea, 
frustrated but in the complex the operating possibilities of our submarines opportunely to 
move the guiding of march of the opposing forces in navigation of return to Gibraltar. All 
these boats returned to the base between the 30 September and | October successive, some 
after to have carried out a offensive search along the Algerian - Tunisian coasts. 

Also the Smg Narvalo (Ten. Vasc. Giuseppe Caito) only remained boat to lay a trap 
the accesses to the channel of Sicily in waters of Cape Bon, where it arrived with the Smg 
Delfino on the 25th, had occasion to find between the 27th and 28th, the movements of 
opposing units. The morning of the 27th in fact in vicinity of Cape Bon succeeding a launch 
of two torpedo against a large steamboat carried out without success and the evening of the 
day after sighted distance strongly, without therefore being able to lead an attack, some light 
units that to high speed they directed for the west. The Narvalo returned to the base of 
Trapani on 4 October. 
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1 The activity of our submarines in the central - eastern Mediterranean was not a 
very intense one. Limited to one obstruction estimate carried out to the off of the 
Cirenaiche coasts in occasion of the cited operation "Halberd", to one exploratory cruise 
along the Egyptian coasts and the hidden traffic in action along the Syria-Palestinian 
coasts. In fact between the 25 September and 5 October, in coincidence that is of the 
operation "Halberd", took ambush on the meridian of Ras Aamer, respective 60 and 30 
miles from the coast, the Smg Tricheco and Malachite, without to record but events of 
note. To only cite that the Smg Tricheco (Ten. Vasc. Carlo Gandolfo), the morning of 7 
October, while he found himself in surface in the phase of sailing to the base of Augusta, 
was made sign to an attack from part of an English "Bristol Blenheim" type aircraft 
culminated with an action of strafing. After to have reacted ready with the fire of own the 
machine-guns, succeeding also to hit many times the aircraft forward, the Tricheco in 
such a way redeemed in immersion escaping to successive attacks. 

The necessity to control the opposing traffic and movements along the coasts 
cirenaico-Egyptians let alone of having news on the device of outer vigilance of the base 
of Alexandria, had advised to make to complete by our submarine an exclusively 
exploratory cruise without transmission of the sights carries out and with exclusion of 
whichever offensive action. It had been at first designated to such task the Fisalia that left 
from Taranto on 2 September but was forced to return on the 4th successive for a damage 
to the hydro-phonic system. The Smg Dagabur was chosen then, left from Augusta on 4 
September, carried out between the 6th and the 10th the previewed close exploratory 
patrolling between Tobruk-Alexandria and Port Said, returning to Lero on 14 September 
successive. In the course of its cruise the submarine above all found intense 
antisubmarine vigilance from sea and air units in waters of Tobruk and Alexandria. 

For the attack to the traffic along the Syrian-Palestinian coasts were to employ, 
spaced in the time, three boats. At first from the 9th to 14 September operated the Smg 
Topazio (Cap. Corv. Erflilio Berengan) that it had assigned a wide zone extending for 
120 miles from Haifa to Tripoli of Syria. Already in transfer navigation the submarine, 
when it was found on the surface to the south of Crete, had been subject to an aerial 
attack that did not have any 
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had consequences. Soon after arriving in the zone, the Topazio sighted in the evening of 
10 September at 21:00 approximately, in lat. 33°27' N and long. 34°54' E, a steamboat of 
medium tonnage, with route towards Beirut, of which it began the pursuit. Shortening the 
distances, the submarine opened the fire with the gun and the machine-gun forcing the 
steamboat, that it had been in the meantime many times hit, to stop and to put in sea life 
boats. In order to accelerate of the sinking at 22:30 approximately, the Topaz launched in 
succession three torpedoes. The steamboat, that it turned out to be the British Murefte of 
691 tsl, transporting motor vehicles to Beirut. 

After to have patrolled until the 14th, mostly in waters comprised between Haifa 
and Beirut without to carry out ulterior actions, the Topazio reached Lero on the 19th in 
wait to carry out other mission in the eastern Mediterranean before returning to its base of 
Augusta. It was replaced beginning from 20 September by the Smg Ascianghi (Ten. 
Vasc. Olinto Di Serio) that it had assigned however a more narrow zone, limited to the 
waters before Beirut and Tripoli of Syria. Also this submarine achieved success in the 
course of its mission. Sighted in fact the evening of the 21st at 21:45 in vicinity of Beirut 
a loaded oil tanker, repeatedly attacked it with successive launch of three pairs of 
torpedoes and with cannonade, hitting it torpedo and with gun shots. The oil tanker sank 
at 22:30 approximately after that the crew had put itself in but in the rescue boats. It 
would turn out to be the chartered Palestinian flagged oil tanker Antar of 389 tsl. The 
Ascianghi, after to have patrolled the zone until to the evening of 24 September, returned 
to the base of Lero in replaced ambush along the coasts of Palestine from the Smg Fisalia 
(Cap. Corv. Girolamo Acunto) that had left Lero the morning of the 23 September. This 
boat after to have carried out its mission of attack to the traffic in the zone comprised 
between Giaffa and Haifa it would have had to carry out, during navigation of return to 
the base, a offensive recognition in the roadstead of Famagosta. Unfortunately of the 
Fisalia no more news was had. According to opposing sources the submarine fell victim 
with all the its crew of an attack lead by the British corvette Hyacinthe on 28 September, 
in point lat. 32°19' N and long. 34°17' E, 25 miles approximately to NW of Giaffa. The 
Fisalia had replaced in the mission the Smg Dessié that left Lero the morning of the 20 
September 
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it had been forced to return to base the successive day for found naphta loss into the sea. 

In the Aegean our underwater activity in September ' 41 was limited to a single 
antisubmarine search mission carried out by the Smg Dessié between the 5th and the 8th in 
waters to north of Scarpanto. 

Intensifying instead of the opposing underwater threat along all our coasts had tax 
more drastic measures than search and hunting especially in the vicinities of the main ports or 
the narrow passages. Therefore was increased also to the participation of the "CB" type 
submarines to this kind of fight being useful from the commissioning of the first six 
submarines of 34 tons particularly planned for antisubmarine tasks (see page. 33). These new 
boats were all located at Salerno, which was their operating base, for mostly nocturnal 
antisubmarine search in the gulf of Salerno and that one of Naples or in the approaches to 
them, zones where the greater enemy underwater offense had manifested. In these two zones 
in fact the six new boats carried out in the month 9 missions, singularly or in pairs. In 
particular Smg CB 4 carried out a search mission from 8 to 10 September on the approaches 
from south to the gulf of Salerno; Smg CB 2 one mission from the 15th to the 16th in the gulf 
of Naples; Smg CB / and CB 4 one mission from the 20th to the 21st in waters to south of the 
gulf of Salerno; Smg CB 5 one mission from the 24th to the 25th in waters to the west of 
Ischia; Smg CB 6 and CB 2 one mission in the gulf of Naples respective from the 25th to the 
26th and the 26th to the 27 September, and finally Smg CB 3 and CB 5 one mission from the 
29th to the 20th (30th ?) in waters to south of Capri. 

Also the Calabro - Sicilian waters and those immediately adjacent to the strait of 
Messina were object of intense antisubmarine patrolling from part of our submarines in 
cooperation with small units of surface, which motorboats and torpedo boats. Therefore 7 
mostly nocturnal antisubmarine search missions in the nights of the 9, 13, 14, 19, 22, 24, 26 
and 29 September were carried out. They participated to these missions the Smg Ambra and 
Ametista that carried out respective 4 and 3 missions each. 

Six other missions of mostly antisubmarine protective ambush were carried out in the 
gulf of Taranto in the nights on the 8, 9, 15,17, 18 and 24 September all from part of the Smg 
H 2 and finally in the period from the 25 to 2S the September were predisposed in the Upper 
Adriatic a antisubmarine patrol also with three of our boats, the Smg 
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Medusa, Speri and Jalea that they operated respective to south of tip of Maestrato the west of 
the Grossa island and in the Quarnaro west of the island of Cherso. 

On the whole, therefore, they were carried out in metropolitan waters of in this 
month, 25 missions of mostly antisubmarine protective ambush. However, also in the 
struggle overseas especially in those of the North Africa, was given remarkable impulse to 
the antisubmarine warfare watching particularly waters in which converged our traffic of 
supply. In particular, on 18 September was moved to Benghazi the Smg Onice with the 
specific task to carry out every day sorties in the waters before the port, in cooperation with 
light unit of that Naval Command. The Onice remained at Benghazi until to 13 October 
successive, carrying out the previewed patrolling. 

To complete the picture of the activity carried out from our underwater forces in the 
month of September 1941 it is necessary to cite a material transport mission carried out by 
the Smg Corridoni not completed, and a special mission for carried out incursion transport by 
the Smg Scireé. 

The Corridoni left from Taranto on 12 September had to bring to Bardia a cargo of 
17 t of fuels and 38 t of supply. For the defective hold of the cases and the double bottoms 
used after the transport of the materials, the submarine was forced to interrupt the mission 
and to return to Taranto the 15th successive for the necessary verifications and repairs. 

The evening of 10 September, finally, the Smg Sciré (Cap. Corv. Bourgeois Valerio) 
left La Spezia in special order to carry out its fourth mission of transport of mean of 
onslaught for one new action against the naval base of Gibraltar. As already carried out in the 
previous mission, it was previewed that the incursion personnel of special means would have 
had to take boarding on the Sciré shortly before the action of onslaught, transferred from the 
tanker Fulgor interned in the outer harbor of Cadice where the operators would be arrive all 
in secrecy via land. 

Embarking only the special means, the Sciré directed with navigation on the surface 
for the strait of Gibraltar passing to north of the Baleari islands. The morning of the 14 
September reached in proximity of Cape de Gata began hidden navigation proceeding for the 
strait whose crossing carried out, being based on bathometer indications, in the day of the 16 
September although 
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the intense surveillance exercised from the enemy and found from the unit. Reached in 
vicinity of the port of Cadice in the first hours of the morning of 17 September, the Sciré 
awaited the night laying on the bottom in order to emerge and to carry itself alongside to 
the tanker Fulgor in order to transfer the personnel of means of onslaught: among which 
6 effective operators, 2 operators in reserve and | leader of the sanitary shipment. 

Completed in the night on the 18 September the operation of transfer of the 
operators as well as various logistic operations to benefit of the crew of the submarine, 
the Sciré newly directed for the roadstead of Gibraltar meeting in vicinity of the strait a 
strongly escorted convoy directed to the west, from which opportunely it was redeemed. 
The re-crossing of the strait was completed without incidents in the day of the 19th 
arriving the evening of the said day to the entrance of the bay of Algesiras. The point 
previewed for the discharge of the operators was still that one of the previous mission, 
300 meters from the mouth of the Guadarranque river. Arriving not without difficulty the 
pre-established point, it began at 00:44 of the 20th operations of discharge of operators 
and means, the operations concluded with success at 01:10 of 20th. It recovered therefore 
the two men entirety used for the attendance in the maneuver of withdraw of special 
means from the cylinders halves, the Smg Sciré began the removal from the roadstead 
directing for return to La Spezia where it arrived the night on the 26 September having 
met especally in first part of navigation adverse conditions of sea (1). 

On the whole therefore, the activity that our underwater forces carried out in 
September 1941, amounts to 38 missions with offensive-explored tasks, of which 2 
interrupted before reaching the zones of ambush assigned; 38 of protective ambush and 
antisubmarine search in national waters therein comprised of 13 sortie for antisubmarine 
search carried out in the month from the Smg Onice in waters of Benghazi; one of 
transport material, interrupted however before being completed, and one for transport 
special means of onslaught, a total of 78 missions of various types. 


(1) For how much one refers to the action of means of onslaught and results in 
this operation to see Vol. XIV "the means of onslaught", of this series. 
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In the course of these, carried out by 46 units, 6 attacks were lead culminate with 
the launch of 19 weapons and 2 set in action of cannonade, achieving as results assesses 
the sinking of two total mercantile units for 1,080 tsl. Received in all probability however 
the loss of three boats of which two by antisubmarine conduct from opposing units and 
one for causes not confirmed but attributable to a mine, while three others units were 
forced for disadvantages to the material to interrupt the missions they were entrusted and 
to return to the bases for necessary repairs. 

Before passing finally to examine the activity of our submarines in the month of 
October, it is opportune to remember that in September the movement into the 
Mediterranean of German submarines, movement carried out based on the agreements 
made between Italy and Germany in the picture of beginning the sea and air cooperation 
in the theater Mediterranean. The assigned activity but of these units, their consistency in 
the course of several the months to start from September 1941, operating zones and 
results obtained, synthetically will be summarized in the appendix N. 1 of the present 
volume for that it concerns the activity until to 31 December 1941, and in the appendix to 
2nd volume for the relative part to years 1942-43. 


4. - MONTH OF OCTOBER 1941. 


In October 1941 the British activity in the western Mediterranean was limited to 
an operation of launch of aircrafts assigned to reinforce the aerial defense of Malta, 
carried out from the forces of Gibraltar, between the 16 and 19 October. In the course of 
this operation the passage of an unit composed of 2 cruisers was also carried out, the 
Aurora and the Penelope, and 2 naval destroyer assigns to constitute in the base of Malta 
a force of participation, called Force K, against the Italian traffic with the territories 
overseas. 

Force H in fact with | battleship, 1 aircraft carrier, 1 heavy cruiser and 7 
destroyers directed sea to the east the morning of the 16th. Reached in the first hours of 
the 18th in the distant point online of air 450 miles from Malta, it carried out the launch 
from the aircraft carriers of 13 aircrafts of which 12 reached the island. Force H directed 
therefore for the return meeting, 
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90 miles to east of Gibraltar the morning of the 19, the naval unit destined to operate from 
Malta that directed for the east and that the morning of the 21st successive reached the 
destination. 

In the eastern Mediterranean the enemy activity was manifested mostly in the 
customary logistic supply of the fort of Tobruk integrated from an operation carried out to the 
middle of the month, understood to replace some units of the garrison with fresh troops 
withdrawn from other fronts, to which fast minelayer and naval destroyer mostly participated. 
The passage of troops from Egypt to Cyprus and Palestine, meant to the strengthening of 
those positions against an eventual offensive action of the Axis in that field was continued 
also from English part, and carried out sporadic coastal bombardment against our positions of 
shelter on the cirenaico-Egyptian front. 

In the picture of this enemy activity, that one of our underwater forces, understanding 
to intercept found movements of the enemy, was concentrated mostly in waters to south of 
the Sardinia and of the channel of Sicily, as well as in the extreme eastern field of the 
Mediterranean for the attack to the traffic in action between the Egypt, Cyprus and Syrian- 
Palestinian ports (see Map n. 19). 

In zone A in fact some activity of our submarines for all the month was not carried 
out. In the first days of October, for the interception of marked opposing traffic, it came 
predisposed an obstruction in the channel of Sicily with employment of four boats of which 
one, the Smg Bandiera, had to take to position 6 miles to south of Marettimo - and three: the 
Smg. Corallo, Ametista and Ambra, on the meridian of Cape Zebib (Tunisia). Being that 
signaling turned out baseless, the Command of the Submarines recalled to the respective 
bases the four boats before they arrived in the zone. 

The Smg Bandiera however, given to the position of ambush very close to its base of 
Trapani, succeeded to carry out during the 4th a short patrolling. 

When Force H of Gibraltar exited for the cited operation of launching of airplane 
assigns to Malta, in zone B only two of our boats, the Smg Bandiera and Aradam were found 
at sea in all that were in ambush until from the 11th, respective 60 miles to the east of the 
island the Galite and 20 miles to NW of Cape Bougaroni, for normal anti-traffic patrolling. 
Assessed 
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that the English units directed in forces towards the Central Mediterranean, they were 
located, starting from the 17th, others seven submarines in waters to south of the Sardinia and 
in the channel of Sicily. Four boats: the Smg Alagi - Diaspro - Serpente and Turchese, 
formed a obstruction line very close on the meridian, approximately to the height of Cape de 
Fer until to one depth of 50 miles from the coast; two boats, Sgualo and Narvalo, finally took 
to ambush respective in waters of Cape Bon and Ras Mustafa and another boat, the Smg 
Delfino, 20 miles to SE of Pantelleria. This last one having had to leave the ambush the 19th 
for disadvantages to apparatus aboard was replaced the same day by the Smg Settembrini. 

None of these boats carried out actions in this occasion. Later therefore the 
movements signals of withdraw of the opposing forces towards Gibraltar, all the submarines 
was ordered to leave ambush in the day of the 20th. Evidently the Command of the 
Submarines who had not come to acquaintance in the meantime of Force K, composed from 
2 cruisers and 2 naval destroyer, was directing to high speed for Malta, where it arrived on 21 
October. Only the Smg Diaspro and Serpente had occasion, in the course of theirs return to 
base, to sight in the day of the 20th, very far and without attack possibility, the English units 
that directed for the east. 

Thinking itself that further movements eventually of small units from and for Malta 
could be still taken place, four ambushes were predisposed to leave from 24 October with the 
Smg Alagi - Axum - Diaspro - Santarosa. The Alagi and the Diaspro lined up in next position 
to the coast, to the about on the 6°E meridian, spaced out of 20 miles between them; the Smg 
Axum to off the gulf of Philippeville and the Smg Santarosa 60 miles to the east of the island 
the Galite and subsequently moved more to the west. Not being itself verified any movement 
of enemy forces, the four boats, that they had found conditions of sea much adverse, they left 
the ambushes between | and 2 November successive. 

In the central - eastern Mediterranean, where already in the month of October began 
to operate German submersible (see to the need in appendix n. | for the zones of assigned 
operations), was carries out 4 ambushes, one to the off of Cirenaica and three along the 
Syrian-Palestinian coasts. The Smg Uarsciek patrolled in fact with tasks mostly exploratory 
to zone 30 miles to north of 
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Ras Aamer while the Smg Dagabur, Topazio and Zaffiro carried out ambushes, between the 
15 and 22 October, in waters of access to the port of Alessandretta, in the channel Syrian 
Cyprus-coast and off the coast of Haifa, astride the Port Said-Cyprian ports axis. Also these 
four boats they did not find anything of importance. 

In the Aegean the Smg Ascianghi carried out from the 17th to 23 October a 
antisubmarine search in waters between Scarpanto and Rhodes. 

It continued also in the month of October the intense patrolling, mostly nocturnal, of 
antisubmarine search in metropolitan waters, specially of the Middle and Lower Tyrrhenian, 
to protection of our traffic with Libya. The six submarines in fact of class "CB" carried out in 
the course of the month 17 missions, singularly or in pairs, in waters of access to the gulf of 
Naples and the gulf of Salerno. In particular Smg CB / carried out 3 missions respective in 
the nights on the 15, 23 and 27 October; Smg CB 2 one mission in the night of the 6th; the 
CB 3 three missions respective in the nights on, 11, 17 and 28; Smg CB 4 two missions in the 
nights on the 17 and 28; the CB 5 six missions respective in the nights on the 15, 18, 23, 26, 
the 27 and 29 and finally CB 6 two missions in the nights on the 8th and 26 October. 

A antisubmarine patrolling, in cooperation with light surface units, was carried out in 
the night of 3 October by the Smg Ambra in waters to north of the Strait of Messina. In the 
gulf of Taranto the Smg H 8 carried out one search mission in the night on the 8th. In the 
Upper Adriatic, the Smg Speri carried out 2 protective patrols off of Pala respective from the 
Ath to the 5th and the 9th to 11 October. In waters of Benghazi, finally, the Smg Onice 
continued the patrols of antisubmarine search in the course of which, in the night of 10 
October, engaged, with cannonade and launch of torpedo, a opposing submarine sighted on 
the surface in the vicinity of the port. 

The transport of materials and fuels to North Africa, after the pause of the month of 
September due mainly to the interruption of the mission from part of the Smg Corridoni, was 
resumed intensely in the month of October. Two submarines of new construction, the Smg 
Saint Bon and Cagni were also used, recently entering service, and equipped of particular 
equipment in order to render the stowage of the cans of containing fuel suitable. 
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The traffic came started also in this month to the port of Bardia which, although 
the possible aerial contrast that the boats would have met in their transfers and port, 
practically introduced the great advantage of reducing of the line from the fromt where 
most urgently felt was the necessity of the supplies. The Smg Saint Bon (Cap. Corv. 
Gustavo Miniero) left from Taranto 10 October with a cargo of 153 tons of fuels in cans. 
On the 12th in transfer navigation, approximately 100 miles to north of Bardia endured, 
while it was on the surface, an aerial attack that did not have consequences also for the 
ready fire reaction that forced the aircraft, probably hit forward, to go away. Disembarked 
the cargo in the night on the 14th the submarine directed for return at once, also in the 
course of this navigation, an aerial attack while it found 75 miles to SW of Crete. 
Avoided with ready maneuver the bombs launched from the aircraft, the submarine 
succeeded to redeem itself in immersion. 

While the Saint Bon was in phase of return, the Smg Cagni (Cap. Corv Carlo 
Liannazza) departed from Taranto 15 October. with a cargo of 140 t of fuels in cans of 
and approximately one ton of antitank munitions in cassettes. This boat carried out 
without incidents the transfer to Bardia and disembarked the cargo in the night of the 
18th it left again immediately in order to return to base. It was attacked in navigation of 
return from a unidentified surface unit with cannonade and launch of depth bombs, 
without however causing damage. The Cagni returned to Taranto 22 October. In the 
meantime on the 17th had left Taranto the Smg Atropo (Ten Vasc. Libero Sauro) with a 
cargo of 60 t of fuels in cans. Also this boat, in navigation of approach to Bardia, endured 
the morning of the 19th, while it was on the surface 40 miles to SW of Crete, an attack 
from part of an "Bristol Blenheim" type aircraft with launch of bombs and machine- 
gunning. In this occasion however the submarine did not endure any damage, is since the 
bombs, that had fallen nearest the hull, did not explode, is because of the ready fire 
reaction from our boat succeeded to hit the aircraft many times that, damaged, was forced 
to go away. To avoid further dangerous encounter, the Atropo was redeemed temporary 
in immersion, but not for along time, In order to avoid an excessive delay in the table of 
programmed march. Surfaced after approximately two hours sighted an other aircraft of 
the type "Sunderland", 
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in obvious antisubmarine search, but from which it was ready redeemed before that the 
opposing airplane had the time to lead an attack against it. Arriving at Bardia without further 
encounter, it disembarked the cargo in the night of the 22nd returning therefore to Taranto on 
the 26th successive. 

With the three submarines therefore altogether 354 tons of materials, constituted in 
the great majority were transported to Bardia from fuels. It is to notice but like the adversary, 
given account of our efforts in order to satisfy, is also with the modest shares represented 
from cargos of the submarines, to the nagging problem of the supplying, had predisposed a 
substantial contrast to our operations, especially with the aerial action, understanding is to 
hinder the discharge in the ports is to intercept at a distance our whereas traffic was also 
expectable did not exist a serious threat. 

Not considering the 3 missions interrupted by the Submarine Command before the 
boats reached the ambush points assigned to them, the total activity of our underwater forces 
in the month of October 1941 to summarize into 20 offensive missions, 34 protective 
missions in metropolitan waters or of the territories of the North Africa and 3 material 
transport missions, for a total of 57 missions, in which they were employs 30 boats. With the 
exception of damaging of two airplane and an action against an opposing submarine, did not 
take place any other event of note. 

Fortunately no loss of unit was had, and only one boat, for disadvantages to the 
material, was forced to interrupt the ordinary mission. 


5. - MONTH OF NOVEMBER 1941 


In the month of November the activity of the English naval forces in all the 
Mediterranean basin was intense, above all in the second and the third decade of the month. 
That in relation to the beginning of the violent British offensive on the Cirenaico-Egyptian 
fronts understood to unblock the fort of Tobruk and at the same time to strike the Italian- 
Germans forces of Africa Korps. 

After the fortunate incursion against our traffic with the Libya carried out from the 
newly constituted Force K of Malta between the 8th 
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and 9 November, that it carried to the destruction of the convoy "Duisburg" in waters to 
Levant of the island, Force H carried out, between the 10 and 14 November, an sortie for 
the customary launching of aircraft assigned for the strengthening of the defense of Malta 
and the Middle East. The English forces composed by | battleship, 2 aircraft carriers, | 
heavy cruiser and 7 destroyers, left Gibraltar in the night of the 10th, directed to the east 
in order to carry themselves, after a diversion aimed, for the Baleari, in opportune 
position for the launch of 36 aircrafts "Hurricane", a launch that because of adverse 
meteorological conditions, only happened in the late morning of the 12. Force H directed 
therefore for return to Gibraltar coming attacked on the 13th, in vicinity of the strait, by a 
German submarine (see appendix n. 1) that caused the sinking of one aircraft carrier. 

In the imminence of the offensive on the land front that had beginning on 18 
November, the English forces of the Mediterranean, practically to the suit, undertook a 
series of movements understandings to confuse our intelligence services given the 
impression that what was in action a general movement towards the Central 
Mediterranean to cover an important convoy. Therefore while Force H of Gibraltar sortie 
to sea the night of the 16th in order to return in port after the sunset of the same day, the 
Force K of Malta and the Mediterranean Fleet of Alexandria sortie themselves in the 
night on the 18th directing towards Crete, while an unit composed from cruisers and 
naval destroyer had the task of effecting the bombardment of the Bardia-Tobruk 
roadway. The Mediterranean Fleet exited again to sea, also always remaining in waters of 
the eastern field , between the 20th and the 22nd and between the 24th and 26 November 
to cover of the operations conduct in the eastern Mediterranean the light forces of 
Alexandria and of Malta against our traffic, particularly intense in that period in 
consideration of the requirements of the battle underway on the land front, as well as for 
diversionary cruises. It was just in the course of these sorties that the Mediterranean Fleet 
was attacked 25 November to the off of Sollum by a German submarine (to see appendix 
n. 1) enduring the loss of a battleship. 

Between the 27th and the 29 November finally an unit composed of 2 cruisers and 
2 naval destroyer from the port of Alexandria to Malta in order to reinforcements directed 
to base of Force K that already operated. 
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In the picture of these main movements carried out by the enemy, the activity of our 
underwater forces was mostly carried out (see map n. 20) in waters of the channel of Sicily or 
in those immediately near, in waters around along Malta and the cirenaiche coasts west of the 
zones of those assigned to the German submarine operations. 

In zone A, in occasion of the sortie of the forces of Gibraltar for the operation of 
aerial launch, one was predisposed between 13 and 15 November one obstruction of two 
units along the western coasts of the Corsica (zone of Aiacco) with the Smg Serpente and 
Veniero. Given the operation in truth put into effect by the forces of Gibraltar, this operating 
obstruction had no yields. 

In all of zone B during the first decade of the month in which - to part the incursion 
executed between the 8th and the 9th from Force K of Malta against our traffic with the 
Libya - not verified other important movements of the English forces, they were employs five 
submarines of which two in the western Mediterranean, one in the channel of Sicily and two 
in the waters to the east of Malta. 

On the 2nd, in particular, reached in zone 20 miles off of Algeri, the Smg Dandolo 
(Ten. Vasc. Walter Auconi) with the task to carry out a offensive cruise along the coasts of 
Algeria and Morocco with very extended ambushes in the zones of Algeri, Capo Ferrat and 
Melilla. On 4 November at 04:40 hours in lat. 36°49' N and long. 02°20' E the Dandolo 
sighted a large oil tanker that, also having painted on the flanks and showing the French flag, 
appeared suspects in how much was sailing outside of authorized waters. 

Having the oil tanker reacted to the injunction to stop itself with the fire of its pieces, 
our submarine began the shooting against of it putting to sign some hits of gun, while at the 
same time they launched four torpedo of which one hit the target. Since the oil tanker, that 
turned out to be the French Tarn of 4,220 tons appeared strongly hurt and in phase of sinking, 
The Dandolo disengaged towards the deep. The oil tanker however did not sink and arriving 
at Algeri under its own means. 

Carried out the ambush in the vicinities of Cape Ferrat, without to find little of 
importance, where the submarine therefore carried in the immediate vicinities of the port of 
Melilla the morning of the 8th at 07:20 hours, sighted at anchor a large steamboat without 
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distinguished of nationality, that it thought therefore to the service of the enemy and against 
which carried out the launch of a torpedo. Hit to the center the steamboat sank quickly. The 
Spanish Castillo de Oropesa of 6,600 tsl it turned out to be. Continued its cruise along the 
Moroccan coasts until to all day of the 9th, the Dandolo therefore directed for the return. 

In waters to the east of the island of La Galite took to ambush on the 4th, the Smg 
Beilul, who but two days later was moved to the west of the same island. The exceptionally 
adverse conditions of sea met in the zone, determined a serious damage to the accumulating 
batteries of the submarine that was forced to interrupt the mission and to return to base. 

They operated in the waters around Malta, always in the first decade of the month, 
the Smg Corallo, Settembrini and Delfino, the first one in ambush, from 2 to 9 November, in 
a zone immediately to the east of Linosa and the others two lined up on the 16°E meridian, to 
approximately 80 miles to east of Malta, for control of the origins from SW and NW from the 
island. These two ambushes, that were limits to the days of the 8th and 9th, had been 
predisposed being in program in those days the passage of our important convoy with the 
Libya. One was afraid in fact that our traffic could be intercepted from the forces that knew 
to operate from Malta and that they could have chosen the more favorable moment in order to 
attack. The attack lead from Force K was taken place effectively in the night on the 9th and 
had serious consequences for us. 

Of the two boats in ambush to the east of Malta the one which found closer to the 
direction of incursion of the Force K was the Smg Settembrini (Cap. Corv. Mario Resio) that 
at 02:15 of the 9th found by the hydrophones, to a distance appreciated at 20 miles, the 
enemy force that was returning at high speed their own base after the fortunate action against 
our "Duisburg" convoy, carried out much more to the east. Although that our submarine had 
tried with opportune maneuvers on the surface, sharpened from frequent hydro-phonic 
contacts, to carry themselves in good position in order to intercept and to counterattack the 
opposing formation, its attempt had no success. As it can be found from the attached diagram 
in fact, the Settembrini reached at 06:15 hours, after four hours of maneuver on the surface, 
to only 5 miles of distance from Force K returning to Malta and as to high speed it passes to 
ahead. 
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The sortié of the H Force from Gibraltar, happened in the night of the 10th, 
determined therefore the alignment of our submarines is in waters to north of Tunisia is 
in waters of the channel of Sicily, where already from the 9th had been sent in ambush 
the Smg Narvalo, with mostly exploratory task in relation to the above pointed out 
movements of our traffic with Libya. Two boats, the Smg Aradam and Squalo, took to 
ambush the day of the 11th, the first 45 miles to north of Tunisi and the second 40 miles 
west of Marettimo. The two submarines, given the operation lead from the English forces 
that, as said, carried out another fly off of aircraft from a position much to the West, did 
not have possibility to carry out sights and on the 15th they left the ambush in order to 
return to their bases. The Smg Aradam carried out however before returning the search of 
a damage steamboat sighted, pushing itself until west of the island of La Galite. 

In the channel of Sicily took to position three of our boats, the Smg Turchese, 
Bandiera and Onice, the first two lines up in waters comprised between Cape Bon and 
Ras Mustafa and the Onice 15 miles to NE of Pantelleria. 

Then the Smg Narvalo was in ambush also from the 9th in the waters of Linosa, 
four boats in such a way laid a trap the routes of the channel. While the Turchese on the 
16th, ended the requirement motivated from the sortié of Force H, directed for return to 
the base, the other boats remained in ambush leaving the respective zones in successive 
times, between the 18 and 24 November, after to have made but one general conversion 
on Malta where, with to another submarine, the Squalo, arrived on the 17th, formed a 
obstruction of 4 units oriented to the about North-South, 40 miles west of the island. That 
in relation in the first phase of the passage of our traffic started along the Tunisian coastal 
routes and in the second phase in relation on signaled movements of opposing forces in 
the eastern Mediterranean that it was presumed involved a general movement towards the 
central Mediterranean for the protection of any convoy in transit. Based on such 
presupposition they were also deployed to the east of Malta, to start from the 21st, 
another five unit: the Smg Delfino - Squalo (just returned from the previous mission in 
waters to south of the Sicily) - Tricheco - Settembrini and Corallo, forming an arched 
obstruction that give to the waters in the adjoining Cape Passero arrived to 100 miles to 
SE of Malta. While the first four units arrived the respective zones between the 21 
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and 22 November, the Corallo arrived on the 27th. Also on the 27th the Smg Alagi 
arrived along the Algerian - Tunisian coasts, approximately to the height of Cape de Fer 
and the Smg Aradam, to north of the gulf of Tunisi. With the exception of the Smg 
Squalo and Delfino that they carried out an ambush of a few days in waters adjacent to 
Cape Passero (the Delfino had to interrupt the mission for a strongly water infiltration 
from a propeller axis), all the other boats patrolled in the zones assigned until to the first 
days of December, without finding anything of importance. 

Like pointed out in the opposing operating synthesis, important enemy 
movements in the western Mediterranean were not had in the course of the third decade 
of November, while very intense it was the activity of the light forces of Malta and of 
Alexandria in the central basin, understood to hinder the nocturnal traffic with North 
Africa. 

In occasion of one of the sirtié of these light forces, the Smg Tricheco (Ten. Vasc. 
Alberto Campanella) sighted the morning of 29 November at 11:27, in lat. 34° 23' N and 
long. 15° 46' E, a unit composed of 4 cruisers and 2 destroyers that at medium speed and 
formation online of row directed for the east. Begun the attack it launch at 11:47, from 
short distance, three torpedo angled against one of the cruisers, redeeming itself therefore 
in depth. Also having, our unit, heard one strongly explosion after 1 minute and 15 
seconds from launch, of this does not find confirmation in the opposing documentation. 

In the central-eastern Mediterranean, where as we have already pointed out 
operated also German submarines, the activity of our boats mostly carried out along the 
cirenaiche coasts and those Syrian-Palestinian. In waters of the Cirenaica they operated, 
after the beginning of the British offensive on the land front, three boats, with the main 
task to hinder the opposing incursions against our coasts. 23 November arriving in the 
zone before Derna, the Smg Dagahur, that patrolled it until to the 28th without finding 
any thing of importance. On the 28th were moved therefore 50 miles to the east, to the 
about to the height of Tobruk, where had occasion to sight one unit of unknown type that 
it could not to attack for the unfavorable cinematic situation. The Dagabur remained in 
the new zone assigned until to 4 December successive. On 25 and 29 November took 
position therefore, the Smg Zaffiro and Beilul, the first one in 
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waters of Ras Aamer and the second, 25 miles to north of Derna, in one external and 
contiguous zone to that was already occupied by the Dagabur. 

Also these two boats little after the beginning of their ambush were moved in the 
zone in relation to movements found of the enemy. The Smg Zaffiro was moved in waters 40 
miles to the south of Crete and the Smg Beilul 60 miles to the east of its previous zone, 
approximately to the height of Tobruk. Both boats did not carry out sights, not being able to 
intercept spotted enemy movements. The Smg Beilul (Ten. Vasc. Francisco Pedrotti) was 
attacked moreover the evening of | December at 21:55, while he was on the surface, from an 
"Sunderland" type aircraft against which our submarine reacted with the gun and machine- 
gunner fire, causing serious damages to the airplane that was seen to lose height with fire 
aboard. But the fire of the airplane had caused to our boat some damages that jeopardized its 
operating efficiency, for which the submarine was forced to leave the ambush of the 
successive day, returning to the base of Lero. The Zaffiro instead was recalled to the base on 
3 December. 

Along the Palestinian coasts and mostly in front of the main ports, the Smg Ascianghi 
operated from the 15 to 24 November without moreover to find opposing traffic. 

In metropolitan waters the missions of protecting ambush were continued some also 
in the month of November. 

In particular between the 8 and 10 November the Smg Emo and Mameli carried out in 
the Upper Adriatic a antisubmarine ambush in occasion of an important transfer of our units 
from Trieste to Venice; the Smg H 2 carried out a antisubmarine search mission in the gulf of 
Taranto in the night on the 12th and the Smg H 8 carried out a search both in the nights on 
the 12 and 14 November. More intense was instead our patrolling estimate in the Tyrrhenian, 
particularly in waters comprised between the Ponza-Capri axis and the gulf of Palinuro where 
had manifested more insidious opposing submarine activity. There were employed, as in the 
previous month, the new boats of small displacement with the exception of the CB /, in that 
period in the yards. The patrolling of those waters was continuous from the 22nd to the end 
of the month and participated Smg CB 2 with 3 missions, Smg CB 3 with 1 mission, Smg CB 
4 with 2 missions, Smg CB 5 with 2 missions and Smg CB 6 with | mission. 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


212 


The increased opposing contrast against our traffic with the North Africa from part of the 
sea and air forces of Malta as well as the beginning of the violent offensive on the cirenaico land 
front, forced to intensify the transports with the submarines of the more important materials. 

On 13 November left therefore from Taranto for Bardia the Smg Atropo (Ten. Vasc. 
Libero Sauro) with a cargo of benzine in cans. In transfer navigation the submarine, that it had 
sustained some light damage to the hull caused from the exceptionally adverse conditions of sea, 
caused on the 16th an explosion in the electrical accumulating batteries consequent with serious 
damages to the structures of the premises, to the electrical system and to the machinery of the 
hydrodynamics centers, that caused the death of two members the crew and the serious wounding 
of three other men. 

The submarine therefore was forced to interrupt the mission and to enter Navarino the 
successive day from where it left again under escort, arriving at the base on 20 November. 

In the meantime, on 16 November, the Smg Saint Bon had left Taranto directed to Bardia 
with a cargo of 133.4 tons of benzine in cans and 2.9 tons of supply in cassettes, for total 136.3 
tons. Arriving regularly at Bardia the evening of 19th left again the same in the same night, after 
carrying out discharge, returning to Taranto on the 22nd successive in order to prepare itself to a 
new transport. On 18 November, while, had left from Taranto the Smg Cagni with a cargo of 
139.6 tons of benzine in cans and 3 tons of munitions in cassettes for a total of 142.6 tons, 
destined to Bardia. Carried out without disadvantages the navigation of transfer, the Cagni just 
arrived in that port the evening of the 22nd leaving again some after, carrying out discharge, and 
returning to Taranto on the 25th. But in the meantime, on 21 November, had left Taranto the Smg 
Millo, third boat of the class of the oceanic submarines of new construction to enter in service and 
temporary used after the transport of materials, with a cargo of 138 tons of benzine in cans of and 
6.8 tons of antitank munitions in cassettes, this destined time to Derna. The Millo reached in this 
port the evening of the 23rd leaving again sometime in the first hours of the successive day, after 
disembarked the cargo, and returning to Taranto on 26 November. 

With progressing of the combat operations on the front, the transports of the materials 
with submarines came, towards the end of the month, further intensified. On 27 November left 
again 
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from Taranto the Smg Saint Bon with a cargo of 136.7 tons of benzine and 3 tons of 
munitions, destined to Derna. The discharge operations were carried out with success in 
the night on the 29th and 2 December the submarine returned to Taranto. On the 28th and 
on the 30th departed from Taranto respective the Smg Micca and Millo with cargos of 
materials assigns to Benghazi and to Bardia. These two missions however, being itself 
carried out mostly in the December month will be brought back in the operating 
examination of such month. 

The activity carried out therefore by our underwater forces in November 1941 is 
summarized into 44 missions for which they were employed 31 boats. Of these, 25 were 
missions with offensive-exploration tasks carried out nearly all in coincidence of 
opposing movements, 14 of antisubmarine protective ambush mostly carried out in 
metropolitan waters of and 5 of material transport. The results obtained were, in the 
course of 3 attacks carried out and it culminates with the launch of 8 weapons and two set 
in action of fire, the sinking of a steamboat of 6,600 tons and the damaging of one oil 
tanker of 4.220 tons, not that the probable destruction of an "Sunderland" type aircraft. 
Among the results obtained is necessary to however to include the transport of 561.4 tons 
of materials, mostly fuels, that represented in that particular operating moment a precious 
contribution to our operating forces in North Africa. 

While not enduring any loss, we had to record 4 interruptions of missions of 
which only one attributable to damages received from an enemy airplane. 


6. - MONTH OF DECEMBER 1941. 


The month of December 1941 was characterized by the continuation of the violent 
British offensive begun 18 November and that lead on the 9th to the relief of the fort of 
Tobruk, to the fall of Derna on the 19th and of Benghazi on 24 December. The offensive 
was arrested in the last days of the month on the line of Agedabia while at Bardia and the 
Pass of Halfaja they remained two pockets of resistance that came then eliminated from 
the enemy in the first days of January successive. 
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The particular operating situation on the land from could not but have 
repercussions on the operations to sea. And in fact while from our part was accomplish 
each attempt to make flow to North Africa with the supply demands for the battle in 
course, employing to such aim beyond that of the submarines also cruisers and naval 
destroyer, from opposing part, beyond to the analogous engagement of supply and 
support directed to the land forces, rendered however easier for the vicinity of the bases, 
was intensified the sea and air activity against our traffic. 

To part in fact two passages from Gibraltar to Malta of light units destined to 
reinforce Mediterranean Fleet, happened respective between the 11th and the 13th and 
22nd and 24 December, no other important movement was taken place from English part 
in the western Mediterranean. In the central-eastern basin instead, the enemy activity was 
very intense for all the course of the month in special way that one of the light units of 
Malta and Alexandria that carried out numerous cruises of interdiction against our traffic 
with Libya. The necessity moreover to make to arrive with urgency a fuel supply to Malta 
forced the adversary to send from Alexandria, in the middle of the month and under 
strong escort, one large tanker with a cargo of 5,000 tons of naphta. This operation begun 
the evening of the 15th and concluded the afternoon of the 18th with the arrival at Malta 
of the precious cargo, coincided with the contemporary sortié of our naval forces for the 
protection of ours important convoy from Taranto had to arrive at Tripoli. That 
determined the short action of the evening of 17 December with the name the first battle 
of the Sirte. Between 26th and 29 December finally the passage of a convoy of empty 
steamboats from Malta to Alexandria was carried out from opposing part, for whose 
protection participated light forces constituted from cruisers and destroyers from both of 
the bases. 

In the picture of this opposing activity the employment of our submarines mostly 
took place in waters close to the Algerian - Tunisian border, to the east of Malta and 
south of Crete. 

At the same time it came given remarkable impulse to the employment of 
submarines in the transports, above all of fuels, of which the necessity was felt mainly 
given the exceptional requirements of the war of movement. 


10/29/2004 
USMM13 


215 


In Algerian - Tunisian waters they were predisposed from the 19th to 24 December, 
in coincidence with the movements of forces - enemy from Gibraltar to Malta, four ambushes 
with the Smg Axum and Turchese in the zone of Cape Bougaroni and with the Smg Alagi and 
Aradam respective in waters of Cape de Fer and of the island of La Galite. 

With the exception of the Smg Turchese that in the afternoon of the 23rd succeeded 
to sight at a great distant spotted formation, composed of cruisers and naval destroyer, 
directed to the east, no other boat recorded events of note. Present must however be held in 
the zone of the ambushes and the period of the passage of the English forces infuriated a 
strong squall with exceptionally adverse seas, that influenced negatively on the possibilities 
of sight of our submarines. 

In waters to the east of Malta they were lined up at first, starting from the 9th in 
occasion of the important passage our convoys directed to North Africa, the Smg Santarosa 
and Narvalo, the first in a the zone 95 miles to SE of the island and the second 80 miles to the 
east. 

While the Santarosa could patrol until to the end of the fixed mission for the day 20 
December, carrying out from the 16th to the 20 exploratory-offensive ambush in waters 40 
miles from Cape Passero for the control of the origins from SW from Malta, the Narvalo, on 
the 14th was subordinated intense antisubmarine search and hunting from part of enemy light 
unit, endured some damages especially in the estate of the double bottoms for which it was 
forced to interrupt its mission. In waters 65 miles to south of Malta taken position from the 
10th the Smg Squalo, that patrolled until to the 21st carrying out more resumptions, in 
specially in the last days of mission, sighted various enemy light units but always in such 
cinematic conditions not to allow a attack maneuver. Sixty miles approximately to the east of 
the Sgualo was deployed on the 11th the Smg Veniero, which however it carried out a short 
ambush coming replaced by the Smg Topazio that patrolled from the 13th to the 22nd with 
frequent movements of zone intended to seek opposing units very active in those days. 

In waters to the south of Crete, a short ambush carried out by the Smg Amefista from 
2 to 5 December 20 miles to SE of Gaudo, the activity of our submarines was carried out 
mostly in the second decade of the month, in the course of which 3 boats operated, of which 
the Smg Ascianghi and Dagabur along the direction 
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Gaudo-Alexandria and the Smg Galatea about in the middle of the Cape Krio (Crete) - 
Ras el Tin line. Of these four boats the only one to carry out an action was the Smg 
Dagabur (Cap. Corv. Alberto Torri) that in the evening of 14 Decembers at 19:55 in lat. 
34° O1' N and long. 26° 02' E, being on the surface, it attacked with the launch of two 
torpedoes at a unidentified ship of medium tonnage with route towards Alexandria. 
Redeemed in immersion, it found 1 minute and 45 second after the launch of the arms 
two strong explosions, for which it thought to have hit the target. Of this action no trace 
in any enemy documentation, but it is said that on the same evening the English Smg 
Talisman in navigation of return to the base of Alexandria to south of Cape Matapan, 
sighted an opposing submarine against which it carried out launch of torpedoes and 
shooting of gun. Also knowing the exact position of this opposing action it is not from 
thinking that the unit attacked by the Dagabur was just the Smg Talisman also since our 
boat brought back the shearing of the r.t. aerial, on the moment inexplicable, but which 
had probably to the shooting of the opposing submarine. 

Of the remaining boats. only the Galatea carried out a sighting, the morning of 
the 18th, a unit consisting of light units proceeding towards the east at high speed and 
that it could not attack for the unfavorable conditions of sight. 

In Aegean only a our boat, the Smg Dessié, carried out between 3 and 15 
December a patrol against eventual enemy traffic in the northern Cicladi without but 
finding anything of importance. 

As far as the missions of protective ambush, also in the month of December '41 a 
sure activity of our boats was had espically in waters around the gulf of Naples, 
comprised between Cape Palinuro and the gulf of Gaeta. In this wide zone they operated 
in fact, mostly in the second the decade of the month, four boats with small tonnage type 
"CB" that carried out 5 missions. In particular CB 2 carried out two antisubmarine 
searches respective to NW and W if Ischia in the nights on 12 and 15 December; CB 4 a 
search in the night on the 7 in waters to south of Gaeta; CB 5 patrolled in antisubmarine 
search the zone of Cape Palinuro - Licosa point in the night on the 12 and the CB 6 
waters to south of Naples in the night on 16 December. 
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In the gulf of Taranto it was taken place instead an only antisubmarine patrolling in 
the night on the 22 from part of the Smg H 2, while in the Upper Adriatic, on occasion of 
important movements of national units between the ports of Trieste and Venice, was 
predisposed antisubmarine ambushes between the 12 and the 14 of the month carried out 
from the Smg Jalea and Mameli. Finally the Smg Medusa carried out a search to the off the 
coast of Ancona in the night of the 27th. 

The month of December '41 was characterized moreover by the more diamond action 
than our special means of onslaught against the most equipped naval base of Alexandria as 
well as by the carrying out of numerous transports of materials with submarines that in this 
month totaled the most elevated number of missions of this type in all of the conflict. 

They participated to the execution of the action of our special means against 
Alexandria, the Smg Sciré and Zaffiro, the first one with the task to transport the means of 
assault until in the immediate vicinities of the base and the second with the task of the 
eventual recovery of the operators. 

Embarking three special means of onslaught, the Smg Sciré (Cap. Freg. Valerio 
Borghese) left La Spezia the afternoon of 3 December directing for Lero, where he arrived 
the evening of the 9th without to record events of note to the other than the sight of supposed 
a enemy submersible which happened in the night on the 6th in waters to the east of Sicily. 
At Lero the Sciré had to carry out the elimination of eventual small damages found to the 
materials aboard and the putting to point of the onslaught equipment, let alone to proceed to 
the boarding of the arrived operators via airplane to Rhodes from Italy, and that is 6 effective 
operators and 4 reserve operators, between which one was the sanitary official of the 
shipment. The pause to Lero also was previewed in order to give way to the submarine to 
carry out last part of the mission of only transfer about precise information via the presence 
to Alexandria of naval objects to attack. 

The morning of 14 December, after to have boarded the operators, the Sciré left Lero 
in order to carry out navigation of approach to Alexandria waiting the entire day of the 16 
around the point lat. 32° 30' N and long. 30° 00' E, it is in order to have determined to send 
back the action to the night on 19 December because of momentary the adverse conditions of 
sea, waiting to receive confirmation of the presence in port of enemy units of greater 
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tonnage. Resumption the morning of the 17th the navigation of approach, given the 
improved meteorological conditions and receipt in the meantime confirmation of the 
presence to Alexandria of 2 battleships, the Sciré was carried at 20:47 of the 18th to a 
point to the east of the port of Alexandria, at a depth of meters 15 and distant 750 meters 
from the mined zone for close protection of the important naval base. Therein it carried 
out the discharge of the operators, the operation completed with success in a short time. 

At 21:33 of the 18th, retrieved the two reserve operators who with the effective 
operators for the attendance in special means operations of withdraw from the cylinders 
pods, the Sciré began navigation of return where at Lero reached the evening of 21 
December. The morning of the 29th finally the submarine made return its operating base 
of La Spezia. 

For how much one refers to the action of special means, see volume XIV: "the 
means of onslaught". 

Three days after the resolution of the action of discharge of the means carried out 
from the Smg Sciré, reached in the zone of the delta of the Nile (waters of Rosette) the 
Smg Zaffiro with the task to search the fishing boat with which the operators of special 
means would have been due, eventually, to escape capture after the effecting of the 
onslaught mission. Reached in the pre-established zone on the 22nd, the Zaffiro you 
waited until the end of the 25th redeeming itself, in one occasion, from one sighted light 
unit at short distance. The evening of the 25th, after an unfruitful wait, the submarine 
directed for return where to Lero it arrived the afternoon of 28 December successive. 

For how much one refers to the transport missions, the month of December '41, as 
we have pointed out previously, recorded the highest employment until then carried out 
by submarines for the transport of materials, in relation to the delicate operating situation 
on the land front that demanded a continuous flow of supplies in especially in the 
remaining isolated zones. A good 13 boats in fact, as noticeable from the brought back 
table, carried out in the month 17 missions, of four which double transports were 
completed, disembarking material 13 times at Bardia, 5 to Benghazi, 1 to Derna and 2 to 
Tripoli. 1,757.6 tons, composed were transported in the whole predominately fuels 
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(1,248.3 tons) and in minor measure of provisions (423.1 ton) and varied munitions (86,2 
tons). Generally in navigation of return the boats transported modest shares of prisoners, 
in the greater part officers, evacuated from the more advanced zones. This remarkable 
activity of our submarines, however, not exempt of from losses of from aerial contrast. In 
particular four boats, the Smg Caracciolo - Mocenigo - Cagni and Dandolo, were attack 
by aircraft in the course of the transfers but without enduring jeopardizing damage the 
continuation of their missions, while during the permanence in the African ports often 
precautionary dispersing were completed, especially nocturnal, when insufficient logistic 
equipments did not allow an express disembarkation of the materials. 

According to the operating dispositions of Maricosom moreover, the boats in 
navigations of return, when they were that is not forced by the presence of the cargo 
aboard to elude every eventual encounter with opposing forces, resumed their aggressive 
task, as testified by the two attacks lead from the Smg Caracciolo and Settimo. The Smg 
Caracciolo (Cap. Corv. Alfredo Musotto) after to have disembarked to Bardia, the 
evening of 10 December, the cargo of 138 tons of materials (see table), of it departed the 
same day, with Italian and German personnel boarded in that port, in order go to Suda 
where would have had to carry out a successive cargo. At 02:40 of the 11th, while it was 
sailing on the surface in lat. 32° 09' N and long. 25° 19' E (approximately 30 miles off of 
Bardia), it sighted at a close distance an escorted enemy convoy, with route towards 
Alexandria, against which it carried out attack culminated with a unsuccessful stern 
launch. Carried therefore at a distance locked from a destroyer escort, it launch against it 
forward two torpedo that the opposing unit avoided with the maneuver. Unable to carry 
out further action, the Caracciolo immediately redeemed in immersion coming 
subordinate to violent antisubmarine hunting with consequent damages aboard that forced 
the submarine to surface. Reaching the surface, while the crew predisposed the scuttling 
of the boat, it was taken under the shooting of artilleries of the opposing units of escort 
that caused further damages to the superstructures and determined more an express 
sinking of the submarine, which happened approximately at 03:00 hours of 11 December, 
in the above indicated position. In the sinking of the unit members found dead the various 
crewmen 
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and of the personal boarded at Bardia, while 53 survivors were recover by British DD 
Farndale of escort to the attacked convoy. 

Smg Settimo (Cap. Corv. Mario Spano) that the evening of 7 December had 
disembarked a cargo of provisions at Derna, was returning to its base of Messina when on 
the morning of the 8th at 04:30, in lat. 33° 58' N and long. 22° 34' E, it sighted a section 
of two naval destroyer online of row with route NW, against which it lead an attack 
culminated with the launch of two torpedo that but they did not hit. 

The intense activity carried out from our submarines in the transports of materials 
did not go, moreover, free from various incidents, beyond those from employed war 
operations, as in the case of the submarine Bragadino. This boat in fact had left 17 
December from Taranto with a cargo of 49,5 tons of materials assigns to Benghazi. The 
cause however of the contingent situation, the submarine came diverted towards Tripoli 
where would have had to arrive the morning of 25 December. Reached but the height of 
point Tagiura, the Bragadino was stranded on low depth and was forced to disembark. 
the cargo on motor-sail boats sent from Tripoli. It was freed a few hours later with the aid 
of a tug and could reach Tripoli the same day from where, carried out the verifications 
and the temporary repairs of the damages brought back the stranding, departed | January 
successive reaching Messina the Sth. 

As noticeable finally from the brought back table the supply of the more urgent 
material from part of our submarines to the forward areas of the front was carried out, it 
can be said, until to the last moment as in the case of Bardia where two submarines, the 
Veniero and the Emo, could not disembark their cargos for the yielding of the fort into 
enemy hands. 

Recapitulating, the activity carried out from our submarines in the month of 
December 1941 involved 41 missions, with an employment of 36 boats. Of these, 13 
missions had offensive tasks, 9 mostly antisubmarine tasks protecting the metropolitan 
waters of, 17 of material transport and finally 2 special tasks, which operating transport 
and recovery of means of onslaught. 

In this month they were carries out only 3 attacks with the launch of 8 weapons 
with negative results. We suffered moreover the loss 
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of a submarine, while another was forced to interrupt the mission for consequent damages of a 
antisubmarine hunt. 

In compensation the intense actions of material transport concurred to make to arrive on 
the combat line 1,758 tons of cargo while the special operations for underwater means transport 
of onslaught, carried out with success, concurred with operating the shining result (see Vol. XIV, 
"the means of onslaught"). 

From the examination of the activity carried out from our boats in the second six months 
of 1941, it can be found in that while any increment in the number of missions with offensive- 
explored tasks was not had regarding the first six months, was had instead a remarkable 
increment in the number of missions of protective ambush and transport. That is a result is of the 
greater opposing underwater activity against our coasts, particularly the operating requirements of 
the African land front. Also the second six months, in the course of which they were carries out 
19 attacks with launch of 53 weapons, the results archived were very insufficient, being limited to 
8,380 tons of mercantile ship surely sunk, as well as to the downing of 3 aircraft, beyond to the 
probable damaging of 3 warships, one mercantile ship and 2 aircraft. A remarkable increment is 
had in the transport of materials that give 1,100 tons transported in the first six months reaching 
3,200 tons approximately transported the second six months and of these, as we have already 
pointed out, the 1758 tons in the single month of December. 

Of particular note finally, for results achieved from operating the underwater forces, the 
success of the transport missions for the means of assault. 

To find moreover the commissioning for operations in the Mediterranean starting from 
the month of September 1941, of boats of new construction as the 6 small "CB" type submersible 
used for antisubmarine missions along our coasts and the 4 "Admiral Millo" type oceanic 
submarines temporary employed for material transport tasks of which unfortunately, the 
Caraccioio, went lost in the course of its first mission. 

With December 1941 it was closed therefore the second to year of activity of our 
underwater forces in the Mediterranean, negatively influenced by the shipment to the Atlantic of 
the best submarines. 

From the general picture summary on the numerical composition of our underwater 
forces in the Mediterranean at various moments, brought back in table II it is found like, 
arranging to the beginning of 
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conflict of 105 boats of various type for operations in this basin, they had reduced 
themselves to the end of 1940 to 66 boats of which 5 were assigned to training tasks near 
the submarine school of Pola. With the return from the Atlantic, in the course of 1941, of 
some boats and with the commissioning of the first new constructions, this number 
climbed to the end of 1941 to 74 units of which 9 were stationed near the submarine 
school. 

Considering that 915 missions were carried out in the course of the first two years 
of war, as noticeable from general the operating picture of which to table I, in which 596 
with offensives - explored tasks and that in the considered period only 10 new units 
entered service, employed more for the tasks of material transport, as well as for 
antisubmarine protecting missions, deduce that the weight of the operations was 
supported from boats with characteristics to consider old. 

The successful elimination in the course of maintenance or repair jobs (see 
chapter I) of some defects that were demonstrate prejudicial for the safety and the 
employment of our submarines, sequence contributed to contain the losses and the 
damages in more acceptable limits, as it appears from the brought back prospect let alone 
from cited table II, did not achieve however the scope to render sufficiently suitable the 
underwater arm to acquit the task of contrast to the opposing traffic in the particularly 
difficult theater which was the Mediterranean. 


Year Total Percent Percent Percent 
missions: interrupted interrupted losses with 
offensive, missions for missions for reference to 
transport, & AS hunting other cause # of missions 
special completed 


1940 2.95% 7.21% 4.59% 
1941 2.25% 5.66% 2.81% 
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Missioni trasporto materiali effettuate nel mese di dicembre 1941 


MATERIAL! TRASPORTAT 
Porto e data Porto e data Porto e date Porto © data sin tonnellate) 





di partenza di arrivo di partenza di arrivo Carburanti 
ed olii Muniziona- | viveri ¢ vari 
lubrificanti mate 





Smg Micca Taranto 28 XI 1941|Bengasi 2X1] 1941|/Bengasi 4 XII 1941|Taranto 7 Xil i941 176 3,4 
» Millo Taranto 30X1 1941|Bardia 3X111941|/Bardia 3X11 1941|Bengasi 6 XII 1941 140,8 10 
A Bengasi 6 XII 1941|}Bardia 8X11 194!|Bardia 9 XII 1941| Taranto 13 XII 1941 — 
Menotti Taranto 1X!11941|Bardia 4X11 1941|Bardia 4X11 1941/ Taranto 8 XII 1941 — 
Cagni Taranto 2X{11941|/Bardia 5X! 1941)Bardia 5 XII 1941] Varanto 9 XII 1941 139,7 
Settimo Messina 3XI11941)/Derna 7 XII 1941]Derna 7 XI: 1941) Messina 11 X11 1941 - 
Caracciolo|Taranto 5X11 1941|Bardia 10 XII 1941|Bardia 10 XII 1941] Affondato nav, rit. 122 
Saint Bon | Taranto 8 XII 1941|Bengasi 11 Xi! 1941] Bengasi 11 X11 1941 | Suda 13 X11 1941 132,4 
- Suda 15X11 1941]Derna 17X11 1941]Derna 17 X11 1941 | Taranto 21 X11 1941 140 
Mocenigo | Taranto 11 XI1 1941|Bardia 17 X'11941| Bardia 17 X11 194! | Bengasi 21 XII 1941 59 
o Bengasi 21 X11 1941|Bardia 23 XU1 1941|Bardia 23 XII 1941} Taranto 31 Xil 1941 
Dandolo | Messina 12 XJ1 1941] Bardia 18 Xil 114!|Bardia 18 X11 1941] Suda 20 X11 1941 
m Suda = 21 X11. 1941| Bardia 26X11 1941|Gardia 26 XII 1941) Tarantu 31 XII 1941 2 
Menotti Taranto 14 XI 1941| Bengasi 16 XII 1941|Bengasi 16 XI! 1941| Taranto 20 X11 1941 45 
Otaria Napoli 14X11 194!|Bardia 19 Xil 1941]Bardia_ 19 X11 1941} Taranto 24 XII 194i = 
Micca Taranto 15 X11 1941] Bengasi 18 XII 1941] Bengasi 19 XII 194:| Taranto 22 XII 1941 154 
Bragadino | Taranto 17 X11 1941| Tripoli 25 X11 1941] Tripoli 1 11942) Messina 5 11942 35 
Veniero Taranto 19X11 1941|Bardia 23X11 1941|Bardia 24 XII 194!| Suda 28 XII 1941 
= Suda 1 | 1942 = -- Taranto 11 11942 - 
Emo. Taranto 20 XIl 1941] Bardia 25 X11 1941|Bardia 26 XII 1941 | Suda 29 XII 1941 14 
= Suda 31 XI 1941 — - Taranto 8 11942 — ~~ 
Millo Taranto 23 X11 1941| Tripoli 26 X11941| Tripoli 28 XI! 1941| Taranto 31 Xi] 1941 86,4 4,5 
Cagni Taranto 24 XUl 1941|Bardia 27 X111941|Bardia 27 X11 1941] Taranto 31 XII 1941 = — 
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Tot. 1248,3 | Tot. 86,2 
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Missioni 
offensive- 
esplorative 


Missioni agguato 
protettivo 
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e speciali 


Missioni trasporto 
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Tav. 1 


Totale 
missioni 


Attacchi 
effettuati 


Armi 
lanciate 


Azioni 
di fuoco 





54 





52 





ToTAL! 





AFFONDAMENTI 





DANNEGG!AMENTI 


SMG AFFONDATI NEL CORSO DI MISSIONI 





T. disl.to Tsl. 





T. disl.to Tsl. abbattuti 





1940 7.005 15,061 


4.890 + 
4 unita | 2 unita 


| 3.657 + 


da mine 
o varie 


danneg.ti | da navi da serci da Smg 








i941 6.550 


12.185 


4 unita | 11.484 
| 





t 
Totat | 13555 | 27.246 





4.890 + 


15141 + 
8 unita 


2 unita 


INTERRUZIONI DI MISSIONE 








CARICHI TRASPORTATI IN TONN. N.C. 





per caccia a. s. 


per avarie varie | Totale 


Carburanti 


entrate 


Munizionamento in servizio 


Viveri e varie 











135 42) + vari 


1.283 


462,5 -+ vari 








1.418 504,5 + vari 


eZ 
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Date # Subs New Units Average Average 
operating in Constructio disarmed monthly monthly 
Mediterrane n operating Subs offensive 
an in the employed missions 
Mediterrane 


Table II 


31/12/1940 66 (1) ea 39.1 41.7 
(2) 
(4) 


Notes 

(1) 23 boats of those active on 10.6.1940, with another 4 of n. c. enter in to service, sent to the 
Atlantic. 

(2) 6 of which were assigned to the School of Pola. Theoretically operational 60. 

(3) 10 boats, already operated to you in Atlantic, are returned in the course of the year to the 
Mediterranean, two former Yugoslavian boats enter into service. 

(4) 8 of which are assigned the Smg. School operating Theoretically operational 66. 

(5) Smg X 2 and X 3. 

(6) Smg Balilla, Fieramosca, Millelire and Sciesa. 





Table HI 


# of Subs Operating # Subs Sunk Percent Sunk Tonnage of war & Tonnage sunk per 
in Med from merchant ships Subs Lost 
10/6/40 to 31/12/41 Sunk 





111 21.6% 40,801 1,700 
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ACTIVITY 
OF THE GERMAN SUBMARINES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
FROM 24-9-°41 TO 31-12-'41 


Based on the agreements made between Italy and the Germany in the picture of 
the cooperation of the respective Armed Forces in the Mediterranean theater, had 
beginning, starting from the end of September 1941, the shipment in this basin of German 
submarines, shipment that continued, spaced out in the time, until May 1944 also after, 
therefore, the armistice of Italy with the allied Nations. 

From the end of September to the end of December 1941, 27 submarines entered 
the Mediterranean mostly of the type VII B and VII C from 800 tons (In attached to the 
volume 2 where it will be recorded the German submarines enters the Mediterranean 
after December 1941). In particular 3 boats entered at the end of September (U 371 - U 
97 - U 559); the first 3 in October (U - 79 - U75 - U331); 9 in November (U205 - U81 - 
U 433 - U 565 - U431 - U95 - U 652 - U 557 - U 562) and finally 12 in December (U375 
- U 372 - U - 453 - U568 - U374 - U451 - U77 - U74 - ;U83 - U573 - U133 - U 577. 
(From 2 boats, U 204 and U 127 being sink respective 19 October 1941 and 15 December 
1941 in the zone of Gibraltar it is not sure if they were directed into the Mediterranean). 

The boats were grouped into operating two flotillas, the 23rd flotilla of base to 
Salamina and the 29th flotilla of base to La Spezia. They operated under the orders on the 
German Naval Command in Italy near the Supermarina, commanded by Amm. Weichold, 
who had been assigned a high Italian submarine officer. 

The operating zones initially assigned to the German submarines were two, 
situating in the western Mediterranean comprised between the narrows of Gibraltar and 
the 3°W meridian, and situating in the Mediterranean east comprised between the 
meridians 23° 30' E and 31° E to south of the parallel 33°N. This last zone included 
practically all the Cirenaico-Egyptian coastal strip between Tobruk and Alexandria. 
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#Of these 27 boats, 6 went lost in the course of their operating activity in the course of 1941, 
mostly the work of light surface ships, three in the western Mediterranean and three in the center-eastern 
Mediterranean. In particular and in order of time, two in November (U 433 and U 95) and four in 
December (U 557 - U 451 -U 79 -U 75. U 451 in the passage of the strait). 

Also therefore for the German submarines whose war characteristics, especially for how much 
refers to rapidity of immersion and handiness, decidedly rendered superior to those Italians, narrow and 
controlled the employment in a bastion as the Mediterranean was demonstrated soon a forerunner of 
onerous losses. However the intense lead activity, in the three months considered, by this first group of 
submarines carried to remarkable successes. The most meant there were realizes in the month of November 
with the sinking of an aircraft carrier, the Ark Royal of 22,000 t standards and a battleship, the Barham of 
31,100 t standards. 

Of these two set in action bring back therefore the salient modalities of their execution. 

On 13 November 1941 the CV Ark Royal united with other units of Force H was returning to 
Gibraltar after to have participated to an operation of aircraft launch off the coast of the Algerian (sees 
page. 206), when at 15:41, 30 miles approximately to the east of the strait, was hit by a torpedo launch from 
the Smg U 81 (CAP Corv. Guggenberger) that it caused series damages aboard. The unit sank the next 
morning while they were in course of a towing operations. 

The BB Barham, than with to other greater units of the Mediterranean Fleet was sorted 24 
November from Alexandria in order to carry out a cruise of cover to the operation lead in the central 
Mediterranean against our traffic by the light forces located at Malta (see page. 206), was attacked the 
afternoon of the 25th at 16:25 hours, approximately 60 miles to NE of Sollum by the Smg U 331 (CAP 
Corv. Von Tiesenhausen) that, pass the escort of light units, succeeded launch from a close distance a salvo 
of four torpedo against it. The BB Barham hit from three of the four weapons sank much quickly also for 
capsizing the explosion of the ammunition. In such circumstance 56 officials and 812 sailors of the crew 
lost their lives. 

Among the successes the more important records from the German Smg in December 1941 has 
been that one of the sinking of the CL Galatea of 5,220 t, the work of the Smg U 557, happened on 14 
December while the unit was directing for the entrance in the dredged channel of access to Alexandria. 

Beyond to those cited, the group of the German submarines realized other successes, mostly in the 
operating zone of the eastern Mediterranean and that is: the sinking of 1 corvette, the British Salvia; 2 
patrol boats Rosabelle and Lady Shirley; 1 sloop, Parramatta; 2 means from disembarkation, the LCT A 2 
and A 7; the tankers Pass of Balmaha, Badalona and Varlaam Avanesov and 7 steamboats, Shuntien, Volo, 
Warszawa, Samos, Grelhead, Fjord and Hellen 
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#as well as the damaging of one gunboat, Gnat, of means from disembarkation, LCT A 8 
and of one tanker of 3,560 tsl the Myriel. 
Altogether in the first three months of operations in the Mediterranean the 
German submarines realized the sinking of 9 warship for 62,810 t standards and the 
damaging of two for 775 t standards, as well as the sinking of 10 mercantile units for 
33,453 tsl and the damaging of the other units for 3,560 tsl. 











N. Smg N. Smg sinks Percentage Tonnage of war | Tonnage sunk 
operational losses and cargo vessel | for lost Smg 
sunk 
pie | 6 22.290 96,263 16,043 
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Name & Signal Class, series & number of 
ships in class of series (1) 


7 
Caatiriean 


Argonauta AU « 600 » - Argonauta 
(7) 
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On Surface Submerged Date entered Date Los! 
service (2) 


SS 14 XI 1936 30 IX 1! 


P1932 29 VI 1 


seas 
a 
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Name & Signal 


Beilul BU 
Berillo BE 
Bianchi BH 


Bausan BN 
B 


Bragadino BO 
Brin BR 
Cagni(*) CA 
Cappellini CL 
Capponi CP 
Caracciolo (*) CC 
CB1(*) CBi 
CB2(*) CB2 
CB3(*) CB3 
CB4(*) CB4 
CB5(*) CB5 
CB6(*) CBé6 
Colonna CN 
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Class, series & Date entered Date Lost (3) 
number of ships in service (2) 
class of series (1) 
830 
6 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
80 





A 
a 
a 
a a 
a 
ve 
Fan @ 


» 
» 
» 
» 


56 
55 
45 
» 
» 
» 
» 
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Name & Signal 


Corallo CO 
Corridoni CR 
Dagabur DA 


Dandolo DO 
Da Procida DP 
Des Geneys DN 
Delfino DL 
Dessié DE 


Diamante DI 


Diaspro DS 
Durbo DU 


Emo EO 
Fad di Bruno FB 
Fieramosca FM 


Fisalia FS 


Foca FO 
Galatea GT 


Class, series & 
number of ships in 


class of series (1) 


“600” — Perla (10) 
- Bragadino (2) 


“600” — Adua 
(7) 


- Marcello (11) 
- Mameli (4) 
- Pisani (4) 


“600” — Adua 

(17) 

“600” — Sirena 
(12) 

“600” — Perla (10) 


“600” — Adua 
(7) 


- Marcello (11) 
- Fieramosca (1) 


“600” - Argonauta 
7) 
- Foca (3) 


“600)” — Sirena 
(2) 
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Submerged 
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Date entered 
service (2) 





26 IX 1936 
17 XI 1931 


9 IV 1937 
25 HI 1938 
20 I 1929 

31 X 1929 
19 VI 1931 


14 IV 1937 


18 XI 1933 
22 VII 1936 


1 VIT 1938 
14 X 1938 
23 X 1939 
5 XII 1931 


5 VI 1932 
6 XI 1937 


25 VI 1934 


Date Lost (3) 


20 VI 1940 


18 X 1940 


end of 1940 


28 IX 1941 


2X 1940 


233 


Name & Signal 


Gemma GE 
Giuliani GN 
Gtauco GU 


Gondar GO 


H1H1 
H2 H2 
H4 H4 
H6 H6 
H8 H8 


Tatea |A 


Tanlina IN 
Tride IR 


Lafolé LF 
Liuzzi LZ 


Malachite MH 


Mameli MM 
Manara MR 


Class, series & 
number of ships in 


class of series (1) 


“600” — Perla (10) 
- Liuzzi (4) 
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1.166 
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Submerged Date entered 
service (2) 
1.484 3 XII 1940 





- Glauco (2) 1.055 1.326 25 IX 1935 


“600” — Adua 
(7) 


“600” - Argonauta 


i) 

“600” — Perla (10) 
“600” — Adua 
0) 


pO  isas 
ee 
exis 
a ee 
a ee 
avi 
ee oe 
ee 
sears 
a 


13 VIII 1938 
1.484 21 XI 1939 
1.010 20 1 1929 
1.147 6 VI 1930 


Date Lost (3: 


8 X 1940 


27 VI 1941 
30 IX 1940 


5 VII 1941 
22 VII 1940 
20 X 1940 


27 VI 1940 
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Name & Signal 


Marcello ML 
Marconi MN 


Medusa MU 


Menotti ME 
Micca MC 
Millelire M1 
Millo (*) MO 
Mocenigo MO 
Morosini MS 


Naiade NA 


Nani NI 
Narvalo NR 
Neghelli NO 


Nereide NE 


Ondina ON 
Onice OC 


Otaria OA 


Class, series & 
number of ships in 





class of series (1) 


- Marcello (11) 
- Marconi (6) 


"600" - Argonauta 
(7) 


- Bandiera (4) 
- Micca (1) 

- Balilla (4) 

- Saint Bon (4) 
- Marcello (11) 


" 


"600" - Sirena (12) 


- Marcello (11) 

- Squalo(4) 

"600" - Adua (17) 
"600" - Sirena (12) 


"600" - Perla (10) 
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On Surface 


1.060 
1.191 
650 


942 
1.567 
1.450 
1.703 
1.060 


681 


1.060 
933 
683 
681 


" 








Submerged 


1.313 
1.489 


810 


1.147 
1.967 
1.904 
2.164 


1.313 


842 


1.313 
1.142 
856 
842 
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Date entered 
service (2) 


Date Lost (3: 


5 II 1938 22 IT 194] 


8 II 1940 ? XI 1941 


8 X 1932 


29 VIII 1930 
1X 1935 

11 VIII 1928 

1 V 1941 

14 VIII 1938 

9 IX 1938 


16 XI 1933 14 XII 1940 


5 IX 1938 211941 
6 XII 1930 
28 II 1938 211941 


18 I 1934 


19 IX 1934 


- Glauco (2) 1.055 1.326 20 X 1936 
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Name & Signal Class, series & On Surface Submerged Date entered Date Lost (3) 
number of ships in service (2) 
class of series (1) 
Pisani PN - Pisani (4) 880 1.058 16 VI 1929 
Provana PR - Marcello (11) 1.060 1.313 26 VI 1938 17 VI 1940 
Rubino RU "600" - Sirena (12) 681 842 21 III 1934 29 VI 1940 
Saint Bon (*) SB - Saint Bon (4) 1.703 2.164 1 III 1941 
Salpa SA "600" - Argonauta 650 810 12 XII 1932 27 VI 1941 
(7) 
Santarosc SN - Bandiera (4) 942 1.147 29 VII 1930 
Sciesa SC - Balilla (4) 1.450 1.904 12 VI 1929 
Sciré SR "600" - Adua (17) 683 856 25 IV 1938 











Serpente SE "600" - Argonauta 8 12 XI 1932 
(7) 


: 
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Name & Signal Class, series & On Surface Submerged Date entered Date Lost (3) 
number of ships in service (2) 
class of series (1) 

Tembien TE “600” — Adua 1 VIT 1938 2 VII 1941 
(17) 


Topazio TP “600” — Sirena 28 IV 1934 
(12) 842 
Toli TO - Balilla (4) 1,450 1,904 20 Ix 1928 
Tricheco TR ~ Squalo (4) 1,142 25 VI 1931 
Turchese TC “600” — Perla (10) 855 21 IX 1936 
856 
2 


Uebi Scebeli US ay 21 XII 1937 29 VI 1940 
Velella VL - Argo (2) 1.018 1 IX 1937 
- Marcello (11) 1.060 1.313 6 VI 1938 


Zaffiro ZA “600” — Sirena 4 VI 1934 
6 84 
(2) 


NOTE: 

(1) For ulterior data approximately the characteristics of the various classes of the submarines 
listed, see volume 1 "Italian submarines" of the Historical Office M. M. Ed. 1963. 

(2) The date of entrance in to service brought back is reported to the delivery of the unit to the M. 
M.. For the units of N. C. it is antecedent to the date of admission in "reported operating 
service" in the treatment. 

(3) The sinking date is reported if this has happened in the Mediterranean in period 10.6.1940 - 
31.12.1941. The dates in italics refer to sinking happened in the same period of time in 
Atlantic. 

*) Unit of N. C. entrance in "operating service” in period 10.6.1940 -31.12.1941. 


6 
Uarsciek UR “600” — Adua 
(17) 


683 

1 

933 
95 

683 

94 

1 


8 
8 
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PERSONE 
Acanfora Armando, Ten. Vasc.: 41, 93. 
Acunto Girolamo, Ten. Vasc.: 70; Cap. Corv.: 196. 
Aicardi Giulio, Ten. Vasc.: 72. 
Albanese Loris, Cap. Corv.: 86. 
Allegri Raffaele, Ten. Vasc.: 164. 
Arillo Mario, Ten. Vasc.: 140. 
Auconi Walter, Ten. Vasc.: 207. 
Avogadro di Cerrione Alberto, Cap. Corv.: 98, 114, 187. 


Bandini Bandino, Cap. Corv.: 96, 157. 

Bardi Alcide, Cap. Corv.: 77, 145, 178. 
Baroni Luigi, Ten. Vasc.: 45. 

Berengan Emilio, Cap. Corv.: 107, 195. 
Bernabo Giorgio, Cap. Corv.: 69, 100. 
Bezzi Lorenzo, Cap. Corv.: 57. 

Bianchini Giuseppe, Cap. Corv.: 49. 

Biondo Antonio, Cap. Corv.: 54. 

Borghese Valerio, Cap. Corv.: 92, 101, 158, 198; Cap. Freg.: 217. 
Boris Riccardo, Cap. Corv.: 38. 

Botti Ugo, Cap. Corv.: 39. 

Brunetti Francesco, Ten. Vasc.: 49, 80, 91. 


Caito Giuseppo, Ten. Vasc.: 194. 
CampanellaAlbcrto, Ten. Vasc.: 188, 210. 
Caneschi Luigi, Cap. Freg.: 59. 

Cantu Giovanni, Ten. Vasc.: 46, 66. 
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Carminati Vittore, Cap. Corv.: 49. 

Cavicchia Scalamonti Vittorio, Ten. Vasc.: 59. 
Chialamberto Giulio, Cap. Corv.: 62. 

Contreas Giulio, Ten. Vasc.: 161, 171. 

Corvetti Candido, Cap. Freg.: 51. 

Coscia Guido, Cap. Corv.: 96. 

Criscuolo Alfredo, Cap. Corv.: 39. 

Cuzzaniti Antonio, Cap. Corv.: 77. 


Dal Pozzo Corrado, Ten. Vasc.: 165. 

b'Alterio Guido, Cap. Corv.: 53, 135, 148. 
D'Amato Vincenzo, Ten. Vasc.: 55; Cap. Corv.: 138. 
D'Elia Renato, Cap. Corv.: 49. 

De Rosa De Leo Francesco, Cap.Corv.: 110. 

Di Serio Olinto, Ten. Vasc.: 196. 

Dotta Antonio, Ten. Vasc.: 117, 171, 194. 


Ferracuti Carlo, Ten. Vasc.: 76, 119, Cap. Cor:v.: 129. 
Ferrini Renato, Ten. Vasc.: 194. 
Forni Carlo, Ten. Vasc.: 187. 


Galletti Raul, Ten. Vasc.; 56. 
Gandolfo Carlo, Ten. Vasc.: 195. 
Gariazzo Emilio, Cap. Corv.: 162. 
Gelli Ugo, Ten. Vasc.: 50. 
Ghersina Bruno, Tcn. Vasc.: 138. 
Ghiglieri GiuIlo, Cap. Corv.: 63. 
Giliberto Mario, Cap. Corv.: 100. 
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Ginocchio Alberto, Cap. Freg.: 78. 
Giovannini Adalberto, Cap. Corv.: 75. 

Gozzi Guido, Ten. Vasc.: 112, 127, 164, 186. 
Grion Ludovico. Ten. Vasc.: 179 

Grossi Enzo, Cap. Corv.: 85 

Guagni, Renato, Ten. Vasc.: 165 
Guggenberger, Cap. Corv.: 228 


laschi Alberto, Cap. Corv.: 43, 68. 


Lambertini Enrico, Ten. Vasc.: 157. 

La Penna Bartolomeo, Ten. Vasc.: 192. 
Liannazza Carlo, Cap. Corv.: 62, 204. 
Longanesi Cattani Luigi, Ten. Vasc. 58, 66. 
Lovatelli Gustavo, Cap. Corv.: 141, 156. 


Maiorana Nicola, Cap. Corv.: 71. 

Manca Bcppino, Cap. Corv.: 99. 

Masi Cristiano, Cap. Corv.: 60. 
Meneghini Vittorio, Cap. Freg.: 45. 
Migliorini Augusto, Ten. Vasc.: 181. 
Milesi Ferretti Camillo, Ten. Vasc.: 89. 
Miniero Gustavo, Cap. Corv.: 41, 64, 204 
Montezemolo Guido, Cap. Corv.: 98. 
Musotto Alfredo, Cap. Corv.: 219. 


Notarbartolo Pictro, Ten. Vasc.: 118 


Parla Aligclo, Ten. Vasc.: 44. 
Pedrotti Franccsco, Ten. Vasc.: 211. 
Pelella Renato, Ten. Vasc,: 50. 

Pini Adriano, Ten. Vasc.: 61, 112. 
Politi Vincenzo, Cap. Corv.: 163, 181. 
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Polizzi Gioacchino, Cap. Corv.: 63. 
Prosperini Pietro, Ten. Vasc.: 95. 


Resio Mario, Cap. Corv.: 208 
Riccardi Luigi, Ten. Vasc.: 155, 192 
Riccomini Pietro, Ten. Vasc. 94 
Romano Domenico, Ten. Vasc.: 139 


Romei, Romeo, Ten. Vasc.: 52, 65, 85; Cap. Corv.: 104, 137. 


Roselli Lorenzini Giuseppe, Ten. Vasc.: 40. 


Sauro Libero, Ten. Vasc.: 204, 212. 

Scarelli Rodolfo, Ten. Vasc.: 147. 

Sestini Fausto, Cap. Corv.: 77. 

Somerville, Amm.: 47. 

Spano Mario, Ten. Vasc.: 43, Cap. Corv.: 126, 152, 220. 
Spigai Virgilio, Cap. Corv.: 177. 

Stagi Nicola, Maro el.: 96. 


Todaro Carlo, Ten. Vasc.: 44,67. 
Todaro Salvatore, Cap. Corv.: 53. 
Torri Alberto, Cap. Corv.: 216. 
Tosoni Pittoni Franco, Cap. Corv.: 42. 
Trebbi Luigi, Ten. Vasc.: 56. 


Vagliasindi Paolo, Cap. Corv. 67, 128, 153: 
Vannutelli Mario, Cap. Corv.: 100. 
Von Tlesenhausen, Cap. Corv.: 228. 


Weichold, Amm.: 228. 


Zanchi Carlo, Ten. Vasc.: 88. 

Zani Bruno, Tcn. Vasc.: 54. 

Zanni Enzo, Tcn. Vasc.: 139, 144, 177. 
Zelik Bruno, Ten. Vasc.: 42; Cap. Corv: 70. 
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Aquilone Ct: 87. 
Barca Ct: 87. 
Calatafimi Tp: 48. 
Calipso Tp: 80, 81. 
Calliope Tp: 113. 


A2 Lect: 228. 

AT Let :228. 

A8 Let: 228. 

Antar P.fo: 196. 

Arethusa Inc: 47, 183. 
Argus Npa: 64, 109. 

Ark Royal Npa: 47, 84, 228. 
Aurora Inc: 200. 


Badalona Cist: 228. 
Barham Nh.: 103, 228. 
Baron Erskzne P.fo: 51, 58. 
Beme P.fo: 69. 
Bonaventure Inc: 140. 


Calcutta Inc: 83. 
Caledon Inc: 42. 


Castillo de Oropesa P.fo: 208. 


Clan Cumming P.fo: 129. 
Cheik P.fo: 61. 
Commandant Bory Tp: 39. 
Coventry Inc: 83, 119. 


Dainty Ct: 55, 58, 59, 69. 
Decoy Ct: 59. 
Defender Ct: 55, 58, 164. 


EScort Ct: 62. 


Farndale Ct: 220. 
Firedrake Ct: 93. 
Fjord P.fo: 228. 
Forester Ct: 62. 
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ITALIAN SHIPS 


SHIPS BRITISH, FRENCH ECC. ECC. 


Espero Ct: 55. 

Fulgor Mest: 158, 198, 199. 
Giuseppe Maria Mvel: 104. 
Monte Gargano Mcst: 80, 81. 


Galatea Inc: 228. 
Gallant Ct: 94. 

Glasgow Inc: 113. 
Gloucester Inc: 113, 126. 
Gnat Cann: 229. 
Grelhead P.fo: 228. 
Greyhound Ct: 129, 138. 
Griffin Ct: 94. 

Gurka Ct: 193. 


Hasty Ct: 89. 

Havock Ct: 89. 

Helge P.fo: 53, 58. 
Hellen P.fo: 228. 
Hereward Ct: 119,140. 
Hermione Inc: 183, 186. 
Hotspur Ct: 94. 
Hyacinthe Cv: 196. 
Hyperion Ct: 118, 119. 


Tlex Ct: 55, 58, 59. 


Illustrious Npa: 83, 87,88, 103, 126. 


Jean de Vzenne Inc: 38, 39. 
Kent Inc: 87, 88. 


La Curieuse Tp: 39. 

Lady Shirley Pat: 228. 

La Galissonniére Inc: 38, 39. 
Le Brestois Ct: 38. 

Le Boulonnais Ct: 38. 
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Legion Ct: 193. 
Lorraine Nb: 56. 
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